
A Society's Poison

Introduction

Do you ever get the sense that our society is suffering? 

Have you observed the way people interact with each 

other,  the  animosity  that  divides  us,  and the  lack  of 

trust  that  permeates  our  communities?  Have  you 

noticed  the  erosion  of  shared  values  and  common 

ground?

If so, you are not alone.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  causes  and 

consequences of society’s poison. We will examine how 

division,  distrust,  and  misinformation  are  tearing  us 

apart,  and  we  will  discuss  the  path  to  healing  and 

reconciliation.

This book is not meant to be a comprehensive analysis 

of  all  the  problems  facing  our  society.  Rather,  it  is 
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intended to provide a starting point for discussion and 

reflection. It is my hope that this book will inspire you 

to think critically about the challenges we face and to 

work  towards  creating  a  more  just  and  equitable 

society.

I believe that we can overcome the challenges we face. 

But it will require all of us to work together. We need to 

have honest conversations about the problems we face, 

and  we  need  to  be  willing  to  compromise  and  find 

common  ground.  We  need  to  reject  the  forces  that 

divide us and embrace the values that unite us.

This book is a call to action. It is a call to all of us to 

work together to build a better future for ourselves and 

our children.

Let us begin.
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Book Description

In this timely and thought-provoking book, Pasquale De 

Marco  explores  the  causes  and  consequences  of 

society’s  poison.  We  are  living  in  a  time  of  great 

division, distrust, and misinformation. These forces are 

tearing  us  apart  and  eroding  the  very  fabric  of  our 

society.

This book is a call to action. It is a call to all of us to 

work together to build a better future for ourselves and 

our children.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The  causes  of  division,  distrust,  and 

misinformation

 The consequences of these forces for our society

 The path to healing and reconciliation

This  book  is  essential  reading  for  anyone  who  is 

concerned about the future of our society. It is a call 
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to action for all of us to work together to create a 

more just and equitable world.

Pasquale De Marco is a writer and activist who has 

been working for social justice for over 20 years. He 

is the author of several books, including A Society's 

Poison. 
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discontent

1. The illusion of consensus

We  often  assume  that  there  is  a  consensus  on  the 

important  issues  facing  our  society.  We  believe  that 

most people share our values and goals,  and that we 

can work together to solve our problems.

But this is often an illusion. In reality, there is a wide 

range of opinions on most issues, and it can be difficult 

to find common ground. This can lead to conflict and 

division, as people who hold different views struggle to 

understand and respect each other.

The illusion of consensus can also make it difficult to 

address  the  real  problems  facing  our  society.  If  we 

believe that everyone is in agreement, we may not be 

willing to take the necessary steps to make change.

It is important to be aware of the illusion of consensus. 

We  need  to  recognize  that  there  is  a  diversity  of 

opinions on most issues, and that we need to be willing 
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to listen to and respect those who hold different views. 

Only  then  can  we  begin  to  build  a  more  just  and 

equitable society.

One  of  the  most  important  things  we  can  do  to 

overcome the illusion of consensus is to talk to people 

who  have  different  opinions  than  us.  This  can  be 

difficult,  but  it  is  essential  for  understanding  the 

different perspectives that exist on an issue.

When we talk to people who have different opinions, 

we need to be respectful and open-minded. We need to 

listen to what they have to say, and try to understand 

their point of view. We may not agree with them, but 

we  can  at  least  try  to  understand  where  they  are 

coming from.

Talking to people who have different opinions can help 

us  to  see the world in a  new way.  It  can help us to 

understand the different values and beliefs that people 

hold, and it can help us to be more tolerant of those 

who are different from us.
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The illusion of consensus is a barrier to progress. If we 

want  to  build  a  more  just  and equitable  society,  we 

need  to  overcome this  illusion  and  start  listening  to 

each other.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discontent

2. The Erosion of Trust

Trust is the foundation of any society. It allows us to 

interact with each other without fear of being cheated 

or  harmed.  It  is  the  glue  that  holds  communities 

together  and  enables  us  to  work  towards  common 

goals.

But what happens when trust is eroded?

When trust is eroded, it can have a devastating impact 

on society.  It  can lead to  conflict,  division,  and even 

violence. It can make it difficult to cooperate and solve 

problems. And it can make it difficult to build a better 

future for ourselves and our children.

There  are  many  factors  that  can  contribute  to  the 

erosion  of  trust.  One  factor  is  the  rise  of 

misinformation and disinformation. In the past, people 

relied  on  trusted  sources  of  information,  such  as 

newspapers,  radio,  and television.  But  today,  anyone 
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can publish anything online, and it can be difficult to 

know what is true and what is not.

Another  factor  that  can  contribute  to  the  erosion  of 

trust  is  the  decline  of  civic  institutions.  In  the  past, 

people  participated  in  civic  institutions,  such  as 

churches, schools, and community organizations. These 

institutions helped to build trust and social cohesion. 

But  today,  many  people  are  less  involved  in  civic 

institutions, and this can lead to a decline in trust.

The erosion of trust is a serious problem that can have 

a  devastating  impact  on  society.  It  is  important  to 

understand the factors that contribute to the erosion of 

trust and to work towards rebuilding trust.

Here are some things that we can do to rebuild trust:

 Be  honest  and  transparent  in  our 

communication.

 Keep our promises.

 Be accountable for our actions.
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 Respect  the  opinions  of  others,  even  if  we 

disagree with them.

 Be  willing  to  compromise  and  find  common 

ground.

 Support organizations that are working to build 

trust.

By working together, we can rebuild trust and create a 

more just and equitable society.
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Chapter 1: The Seeds of Discontent

3. The Rise of Outsiders

Outsiders have always existed in society. They are the 

ones  who do  not  fit  in,  who do  not  share  the  same 

values or beliefs as the majority. In the past, outsiders 

were often marginalized or even persecuted. However, 

in recent years, there has been a rise in the number of 

outsiders who are becoming more vocal and visible.

This rise of outsiders is due to a number of factors. One 

factor is the increasing globalization of the world. As 

people from different cultures and backgrounds come 

into contact with each other,  they are more likely to 

encounter people who do not share their own beliefs 

and values. This can lead to conflict and tension, but it 

can  also  lead  to  a  greater  understanding  and 

acceptance of diversity.

Another  factor  that  has  contributed  to  the  rise  of 

outsiders  is  the  rise  of  social  media.  Social  media 
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platforms have given outsiders a voice that they did not 

have before.  They can now share their  opinions and 

ideas with a wider audience, and they can connect with 

other outsiders who share their views. This has led to a 

greater  sense  of  community  among  outsiders,  and  it 

has made it  more difficult  for the majority to ignore 

them.

The rise of outsiders is a challenge to the status quo. It 

is a challenge to the idea that there is only one right 

way to live and to think. It is a challenge to the idea 

that  outsiders  are  inferior  to  insiders.  The  rise  of 

outsiders is a sign that our society is changing, and it is 

a sign that we need to find new ways to live together.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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