
Bargello  Quilts:  A  Guide  to  Color  and 

Design

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco's  passion  for  bargello  quilting 

shines through in this comprehensive guide, offering a 

wealth of knowledge and inspiration for quilters of all 

skill levels. With a focus on color and design, Bargello 

Quilts:  A  Guide  to  Color  and  Design  delves  into  the 

intricacies  of  bargello  quilting,  empowering  you  to 

create stunning quilts that are both visually captivating 

and technically proficient.

Whether you're a seasoned quilter or just starting your 

bargello journey, this book provides a solid foundation 

in the art of color blending, pattern design, and fabric 

selection.  Pasquale  De  Marco  shares  expert  tips  and 

techniques  for  achieving  harmonious  color  palettes, 
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modifying patterns for unique effects, and choosing the 

perfect fabrics to bring your designs to life.

Beyond the basics, Bargello Quilts: A Guide to Color and 

Design explores advanced bargello techniques that will 

elevate your quilting skills to new heights. Learn how 

to embellish your quilts  with beads and embroidery, 

create  three-dimensional  bargello  masterpieces,  and 

incorporate  bargello  techniques  into  other  quilting 

projects.  Pasquale  De  Marco's  clear  instructions  and 

detailed  illustrations  guide  you  through  each  step, 

ensuring successful results.

Inspiration is key in the world of quilting, and Bargello 

Quilts: A Guide to Color and Design provides a wealth 

of  ideas  to  spark  your  creativity.  Discover  different 

bargello  quilt  designs,  find  inspiration  from  various 

sources, and learn how to choose the perfect bargello 

quilt pattern for any occasion. Whether you're making 

a quilt for a baby, a wedding, or a special holiday, this 

book has you covered.
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For  those  who  aspire  to  turn  their  passion  into  a 

business, Bargello Quilts: A Guide to Color and Design 

offers  invaluable  advice  on  marketing,  selling,  and 

pricing your bargello quilts. Pasquale De Marco shares 

insights  on  building  a  customer  base  and  achieving 

success in the bargello quilting industry.

With  its  in-depth  coverage,  expert  guidance,  and 

inspiring ideas,  Bargello Quilts:  A Guide to Color and 

Design  is  the  ultimate  resource  for  bargello  quilters. 

Embrace the art of color and design, and let Pasquale 

De  Marco  guide  you  on  a  journey  to  create 

extraordinary bargello quilts that will be treasured for 

years to come.

3



Book Description

Embark  on  a  captivating  journey  into  the  world  of 

bargello quilting with Bargello Quilts: A Guide to Color 

and Design,  the comprehensive guide that  empowers 

you  to  create  stunning  quilts  that  are  both  visually 

arresting and technically proficient.

Inside this book, you'll discover a wealth of knowledge 

and  inspiration,  carefully  curated  by  Pasquale  De 

Marco, a passionate bargello quilter with a keen eye for 

color and design. Whether you're a seasoned quilter or 

just starting your bargello adventure, Bargello Quilts: A 

Guide to Color and Design provides a solid foundation 

in the art of color blending, pattern design, and fabric 

selection.

Pasquale De Marco shares expert tips and techniques 

for  achieving  harmonious  color  palettes,  modifying 

patterns  for  unique effects,  and choosing the perfect 

fabrics to bring your designs to life. Beyond the basics, 
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the book delves into advanced bargello techniques that 

will elevate your quilting skills to new heights. Learn 

how  to  embellish  your  quilts  with  beads  and 

embroidery,  create  three-dimensional  bargello 

masterpieces, and incorporate bargello techniques into 

other quilting projects.

Inspiration is key in the world of quilting, and Bargello 

Quilts: A Guide to Color and Design provides a wealth 

of  ideas  to  spark  your  creativity.  Discover  different 

bargello  quilt  designs,  find  inspiration  from  various 

sources, and learn how to choose the perfect bargello 

quilt pattern for any occasion. Whether you're making 

a quilt for a baby, a wedding, or a special holiday, this 

book has you covered.

For  those  who  aspire  to  turn  their  passion  into  a 

business, Bargello Quilts: A Guide to Color and Design 

offers  invaluable  advice  on  marketing,  selling,  and 

pricing your bargello quilts. Pasquale De Marco shares 
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insights  on  building  a  customer  base  and  achieving 

success in the bargello quilting industry.

With  its  in-depth  coverage,  expert  guidance,  and 

inspiring ideas,  Bargello Quilts:  A Guide to Color and 

Design  is  the  ultimate  resource  for  bargello  quilters. 

Embrace the art of color and design, and let Pasquale 

De  Marco  guide  you  on  a  journey  to  create 

extraordinary bargello quilts that will be treasured for 

years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Color Blending

Understanding color theory

Color theory is  a  body of  practical  guidance to color 

mixing and the visual effects of a specific color or color 

combination. By understanding these basic principles, 

you  can  create  more  harmonious  and  visually 

appealing bargello quilts.

One of the most important concepts in color theory is 

the color wheel. The color wheel is a circular diagram 

that shows the relationships between different colors. 

The  primary  colors  are  red,  yellow,  and  blue.  These 

colors cannot be created by mixing other colors.  The 

secondary colors are orange, green, and purple. These 

colors are created by mixing two primary colors. The 

tertiary colors are created by mixing a primary color 

with a secondary color.

Another  important  concept  in  color  theory  is  color 

harmony.  Color  harmony  refers  to  the  pleasing 
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arrangement  of  colors  in  a  design.  There  are  many 

different  types  of  color  harmonies,  such  as 

monochromatic,  analogous,  complementary,  and split 

complementary.

Monochromatic  color  harmonies  are  created  using 

different shades and tints of the same color. Analogous 

color  harmonies  are  created  using  colors  that  are 

adjacent  to  each  other  on  the  color  wheel. 

Complementary  color  harmonies  are  created  using 

colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel. 

Split complementary color harmonies are created using 

a  color  and  the  two  colors  that  are  adjacent  to  its 

complement on the color wheel.

When  choosing  colors  for  your  bargello  quilt,  it  is 

important to consider the overall mood and tone you 

want to create. For example, warm colors, such as red, 

orange, and yellow, can create a feeling of energy and 

excitement.  Cool  colors,  such  as  blue,  green,  and 

purple, can create a feeling of calm and serenity.
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By understanding color theory, you can create bargello 

quilts that are both visually appealing and meaningful.

Color basics

Before  we  dive  into  color  theory,  it's  important  to 

understand some basic color concepts.

Hue,  saturation,  and  value are  the  three  main 

properties of color. Hue is the pure color, such as red, 

blue, or green. Saturation is the intensity of the color, 

or how much of the pure color is present. Value is the 

lightness or darkness of the color.

Tints are created by adding white to a color.  Shades 

are  created  by  adding  black  to  a  color.  Tones are 

created by adding both white and black to a color.

The color wheel

The color wheel is a circular diagram that shows the 

relationships  between  different  colors.  The  primary 

colors are red, yellow, and blue. These colors cannot be 
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created by mixing other colors.  The secondary colors 

are orange, green, and purple. These colors are created 

by mixing two primary colors. The tertiary colors are 

created by mixing a  primary color with a  secondary 

color.

The color wheel can be used to create a variety of color 

harmonies.

Monochromatic  color  harmonies are  created  using 

different shades and tints of the same color.

Analogous color harmonies are created using colors 

that are adjacent to each other on the color wheel.

Complementary  color  harmonies are  created  using 

colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel.

Split  complementary  color  harmonies are  created 

using a color and the two colors that are adjacent to its 

complement on the color wheel.
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Using color theory in your bargello quilts

When  choosing  colors  for  your  bargello  quilt,  it  is 

important to consider the overall mood and tone you 

want to create. For example, warm colors, such as red, 

orange, and yellow, can create a feeling of energy and 

excitement.  Cool  colors,  such  as  blue,  green,  and 

purple, can create a feeling of calm and serenity.

You can also use color theory to create specific effects 

in  your  bargello  quilts.  For  example,  using  a 

monochromatic  color  scheme  can  create  a  sense  of 

unity  and  harmony.  Using  a  complementary  color 

scheme can create a sense of contrast and excitement.

By understanding color theory, you can create bargello 

quilts that are both visually appealing and meaningful.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Color Blending

Creating harmonious color palettes

Color  is  one  of  the  most  important  elements  of  any 

quilt,  and  bargello  quilts  are  no  exception.  A  well-

chosen color palette can make your quilt look stunning, 

while  a  poorly  chosen  palette  can  ruin  the  entire 

design.

There are a few things to keep in mind when choosing 

colors for your bargello quilt. First, consider the overall 

mood or feeling you want to convey with your quilt. Do 

you  want  it  to  be  bright  and  cheerful,  or  dark  and 

mysterious? Once you know the overall  mood you're 

going for, you can start choosing colors that will help 

you achieve that effect.

Another thing to keep in mind is the value of the colors 

you choose. Value refers to how light or dark a color is. 

When  choosing  colors  for  your  bargello  quilt,  it's 

important to include a variety of values to create visual 
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interest.  You don't  want  all  of  your  colors  to  be  the 

same value, or your quilt will look flat and boring.

Finally, you need to consider the intensity of the colors 

you choose. Intensity refers to how saturated a color is. 

When  choosing  colors  for  your  bargello  quilt,  it's 

important to include a variety of intensities to create 

visual interest. You don't want all of your colors to be 

the same intensity, or your quilt will look muddy and 

dull.

Once  you've  considered  all  of  these  factors,  you can 

start choosing colors for your bargello quilt. There are 

a few different ways to do this.  One way is  to use a 

color wheel. A color wheel is a circular diagram that 

shows the relationships between different colors. You 

can use a color wheel  to find complementary colors, 

analogous colors, or triadic colors.

Another way to choose colors for your bargello quilt is 

to use a color scheme.  A color scheme is  a  group of 

colors  that  work  well  together.  There  are  many 
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different  color  schemes  to  choose  from,  such  as 

monochromatic  color  schemes,  complementary  color 

schemes, and triadic color schemes.

Once you've chosen a color palette  for your bargello 

quilt,  you can start piecing it  together.  When piecing 

your  quilt,  it's  important  to  pay  attention  to  the 

placement of the colors. You want to create a visually 

interesting quilt  that has a good balance of light and 

dark colors, as well as warm and cool colors.

Creating a harmonious color palette for your bargello 

quilt  is  an  important  part  of  the  design  process.  By 

following the tips in this article, you can choose colors 

that will help you create a stunning quilt that will be 

enjoyed for years to come.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Color Blending

Choosing the right fabrics for color blending

When choosing fabrics for color blending in bargello 

quilts, there are a few key factors to consider:

 Value: Value refers to the lightness or darkness 

of a color. When blending colors, it's important 

to choose fabrics with similar values to create a 

smooth transition.

 Saturation: Saturation refers to the intensity of a 

color.  Fabrics  with  high  saturation  will  create 

more  vibrant  blends,  while  fabrics  with  low 

saturation will create more subtle blends.

 Hue: Hue refers to the pure color, such as red, 

blue,  or  green.  When  blending  colors,  it's 

important to choose fabrics  with hues that  are 

close to each other on the color wheel.

 Texture: The texture of a fabric can also affect 

the  way that  colors  blend.  Smooth  fabrics  will 
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create  a  more  seamless  blend,  while  textured 

fabrics will create a more varied blend.

In  addition  to  these  factors,  it's  also  important  to 

consider the overall design of your quilt when choosing 

fabrics. For example, if you're making a quilt with a lot 

of  small  pieces,  you'll  want  to  choose  fabrics  with 

smaller prints or textures. If you're making a quilt with 

a lot of large pieces, you can choose fabrics with larger 

prints or textures.

Here are a few tips for choosing the right fabrics for 

color blending in bargello quilts:

 Start by choosing a few fabrics that you like and 

that have similar values.

 Experiment  with  different  combinations  of 

fabrics to see how the colors blend.

 Don't be afraid to mix and match different types 

of fabrics, such as solids, prints, and textures.

 If you're not sure how to blend colors, start with 

a simple quilt pattern.
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 Once  you  have  a  few  successful  quilts  under 

your belt, you can start to experiment with more 

complex color blending techniques.

With  a  little  practice,  you'll  be  able  to  choose  the 

perfect fabrics to create stunning color blends in your 

bargello quilts.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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