
NCLEX success: Practice questions

Introduction

NCLEX success: Practice questions is a comprehensive 

guide  for  aspiring  nurses  seeking  to  excel  in  the 

National  Council  Licensure Examination for  Practical 

Nurses  (NCLEX-PN).  This  indispensable  resource 

provides an extensive collection of practice questions 

covering all core areas of nursing knowledge, ensuring 

that  readers  are  thoroughly  prepared  for  the  actual 

exam.  Whether  you  are  a  nursing  student  nearing 

graduation  or  an  experienced  nurse  seeking 

recertification,  this  book  offers  a  robust  platform  to 

evaluate your strengths and weaknesses, identify areas 

for improvement, and build confidence in your ability 

to pass the NCLEX-PN.

As  you  embark  on  this  journey  towards  nursing 

excellence,  NCLEX success:  Practice questions will  be 
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your steadfast companion. Its carefully crafted practice 

questions  mirror  the  format,  content,  and  difficulty 

level of the actual NCLEX-PN, allowing you to simulate 

the testing experience and familiarize yourself with the 

types  of  questions  you  can  expect.  Detailed  answer 

explanations  accompany  each  question,  providing 

rationale and insights into the correct answers. These 

explanations  are  invaluable  in  reinforcing  your 

understanding  of  key  concepts,  identifying  gaps  in 

knowledge,  and  developing  critical  thinking  skills 

essential for success on the NCLEX-PN.

The book is meticulously organized into ten chapters, 

each delving into a  specific area of  nursing practice. 

From  client  needs  and  pharmacology  to  infection 

control and fluid and electrolyte balance, every chapter 

covers essential topics comprehensively. Whether you 

are  reviewing  familiar  concepts  or  tackling  new 

material, NCLEX success: Practice questions provides a 

structured  and  efficient  approach  to  learning  and 

retention.
2



NCLEX success: Practice questions is more than just a 

collection of practice questions; it is a comprehensive 

study guide designed to empower nursing students and 

aspiring  nurses  with  the  knowledge,  skills,  and 

confidence  they  need  to  succeed  on  the  NCLEX-PN. 

With  its  extensive  coverage  of  key  nursing  topics, 

detailed  answer  explanations,  and  user-friendly 

format,  this  book  is  an  indispensable  resource  for 

anyone seeking to excel in the NCLEX-PN.

So, embark on this journey towards nursing excellence 

with NCLEX success: Practice questions as your trusted 

guide. Let this book be your companion as you master 

the  knowledge,  develop  the  skills,  and  cultivate  the 

confidence necessary to achieve success on the NCLEX-

PN and your future nursing career.
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Book Description

NCLEX  success:  Practice  questions  is  the  ultimate 

resource  for  nursing  students  and  aspiring  nurses 

seeking  to  excel  on  the  National  Council  Licensure 

Examination  for  Practical  Nurses  (NCLEX-PN).  This 

comprehensive  practice  guide  offers  an  extensive 

collection  of  questions  covering  all  core  areas  of 

nursing knowledge. With over 1000 practice questions, 

NCLEX  success:  Practice  questions  provides  a  robust 

platform  to  assess  your  strengths  and  weaknesses, 

identify areas for improvement, and build confidence 

in your ability to pass the NCLEX-PN.

Structured into ten comprehensive chapters, this book 

covers a wide range of nursing topics, including client 

needs,  pharmacology,  infection  control,  fluid  and 

electrolyte  balance,  nutrition,  oxygenation, 

cardiovascular,  respiratory,  and  neurological.  Each 

chapter  features  a  variety  of  question  formats, 

including  multiple-choice,  fill-in-the-blank,  and  drag-
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and-drop  questions,  designed  to  mirror  the  actual 

NCLEX-PN exam.

Detailed answer explanations accompany each practice 

question,  providing  rationale  and  insights  into  the 

correct answers. These explanations are invaluable in 

reinforcing  your  understanding  of  key  concepts, 

identifying gaps in knowledge, and developing critical 

thinking skills essential for success on the NCLEX-PN. 

With  NCLEX  success:  Practice  questions,  you  can  be 

confident  that  you  are  thoroughly  prepared  for  the 

actual exam.

NCLEX success: Practice questions is more than just a 

collection of practice questions; it is a comprehensive 

study guide designed to empower nursing students and 

aspiring  nurses  with  the  knowledge,  skills,  and 

confidence  they  need  to  succeed  on  the  NCLEX-PN. 

With  its  extensive  coverage  of  key  nursing  topics, 

detailed  answer  explanations,  and  user-friendly 
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format,  this  book  is  an  indispensable  resource  for 

anyone seeking to excel in the NCLEX-PN.

So, embark on this journey towards nursing excellence 

with NCLEX success: Practice questions as your trusted 

guide. Let this book be your companion as you master 

the  knowledge,  develop  the  skills,  and  cultivate  the 

confidence necessary to achieve success on the NCLEX-

PN and your future nursing career.
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Chapter 1: NCLEX Exam Overview

NCLEX Exam Format

The NCLEX-PN exam is a standardized test that assesses 

the knowledge, skills, and abilities of practical nurses 

(PNs). The exam is divided into five sections:

1. Safe and Effective Care Environment

2. Health Promotion and Maintenance

3. Psychosocial Integrity

4. Physiological Integrity

5. Basic Care and Comfort

Each section covers a variety of topics, including client 

needs,  pharmacology,  infection  control,  fluid  and 

electrolyte  balance,  nutrition,  oxygenation, 

cardiovascular,  respiratory,  and  neurological 

disorders.

The  questions  on  the  NCLEX-PN  exam  are  multiple-

choice, with four answer options for each question. The 
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questions are designed to be challenging, but they are 

also fair and relevant to the practice of nursing.

The NCLEX-PN exam is administered by the National 

Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN). The NCSBN 

is  a  non-profit  organization  that  develops  and 

administers nursing licensure exams.

The  NCLEX-PN  exam  is  a  computer-based  test.  The 

exam is administered at testing centers throughout the 

United States and Canada.

The  NCLEX-PN  exam  is  a  pass/fail  exam.  Candidates 

must achieve a minimum score of 75% in order to pass 

the exam.

Key Features of the NCLEX Exam Format

 The  NCLEX-PN  exam  is  a  standardized  test, 

which means that it is administered in the same 

way to all candidates.

 The exam is  divided into five sections,  each of 

which covers a different area of nursing practice.
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 The questions on the exam are multiple-choice, 

with four answer options for each question.

 The  exam  is  administered  by  the  NCSBN  at 

testing centers throughout the United States and 

Canada.

 The  exam  is  a  pass/fail  exam,  and  candidates 

must achieve a minimum score of 75% in order 

to pass.

Tips for Success on the NCLEX Exam

 Start studying early and give yourself plenty of 

time to prepare.

 Use  a  variety  of  study  materials,  including 

textbooks,  practice  questions,  and  online 

resources.

 Create a study schedule and stick to it.

 Get a good night's sleep before the exam.

 Arrive at the testing center early and relax.
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 Chapter 1: NCLEX Exam Overview

 NCLEX Exam Content

The NCLEX-PN exam is a comprehensive assessment of 

a candidate’s knowledge, skills, and abilities necessary 

for the safe and effective practice of nursing. The exam 

covers a wide range of nursing topics, including:

 Client Needs: This section of the exam assesses 

the candidate’s ability to identify and meet the 

needs  of  clients  across  the  lifespan,  including 

those  related  to  safety,  health  promotion, 

psychosocial  integrity,  and  physiological 

integrity.

 Pharmacology: This section of the exam assesses 

the  candidate’s  knowledge  of  pharmacology, 

including medication administration, medication 

errors, medication calculations, medication side 

effects, and medication interactions.
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 Infection  Control:  This  section  of  the  exam 

assesses  the  candidate’s  ability  to  prevent  and 

control  infections,  including  standard 

precautions,  transmission-based  precautions, 

hand  hygiene,  personal  protective  equipment, 

and sterile technique.

 Fluid and Electrolyte Balance: This section of the 

exam assesses the candidate’s understanding of 

fluid and electrolyte balance, including fluid and 

electrolyte  imbalances,  fluid  and  electrolyte 

replacement,  intravenous  fluids,  diuretics,  and 

electrolyte supplements.

 Nutrition: This section of the exam assesses the 

candidate’s  knowledge  of  nutrition,  including 

nutritional  needs,  nutritional  assessment, 

nutritional interventions,  enteral  nutrition,  and 

parenteral nutrition.

 Oxygenation:  This section of  the exam assesses 

the  candidate’s  understanding  of  oxygenation, 
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including  oxygen  therapy,  mechanical 

ventilation,  arterial  blood  gas  analysis,  pulse 

oximetry, and capnography.

 Cardiovascular: This section of the exam assesses 

the candidate’s knowledge of the cardiovascular 

system, including heart anatomy and physiology, 

cardiac arrhythmias, heart failure, hypertension, 

and myocardial infarction.

 Respiratory:  This  section  of  the  exam  assesses 

the candidate’s understanding of the respiratory 

system,  including  respiratory  anatomy  and 

physiology,  respiratory  disorders,  oxygenation 

and  ventilation,  mechanical  ventilation,  and 

respiratory medications.

 Neurological:  This section of the exam assesses 

the  candidate’s  knowledge  of  the  neurological 

system,  including  neurological  anatomy  and 

physiology,  neurological  disorders, 
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cerebrovascular  accident,  epilepsy,  and 

meningitis.

 Mental Health: This section of the exam assesses 

the candidate’s understanding of mental health, 

including  mental  health  disorders,  psychiatric 

medications, and therapeutic communication.
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 Chapter 1: NCLEX Exam Overview

 NCLEX Exam Scoring

The  NCLEX-PN  exam  is  a  standardized  test 

administered by the National Council of State Boards of 

Nursing (NCSBN) to assess the competency of nursing 

students  and  aspiring  practical  nurses.  The  exam  is 

designed to evaluate candidates' knowledge, skills, and 

abilities in providing safe and effective nursing care. 

Understanding the NCLEX-PN scoring system is crucial 

for  candidates  to  gauge  their  performance  and 

determine  whether  they  have  met  the  passing 

standard.

The NCLEX-PN exam employs a computerized adaptive 

testing  (CAT)  format,  which  tailors  the  difficulty  of 

questions  to  each candidate's  ability  level.  The exam 

consists of a minimum of 85 and a maximum of 205 

questions, depending on the candidate's performance. 

Each question is worth one point, and there is no time 
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limit for completing the exam. However, candidates are 

typically given a maximum of five hours to complete 

the test.

The NCSBN uses a scaled scoring system to determine 

the  passing  standard  for  the  NCLEX-PN  exam.  The 

scaled  score  ranges  from 0  to  400,  with  a  minimum 

passing  score  of  300.  The  scaled  score  is  calculated 

based on the difficulty level of the questions answered 

correctly  by  the  candidate.  Questions  that  are  more 

difficult carry more weight in the scoring process.

Candidates who score at or above the passing standard 

are  deemed  to  have  met  the  minimum  competency 

level required for safe and effective nursing practice. 

Those who fail to meet the passing standard will need 

to  retake  the  exam.  The  NCSBN  provides  candidates 

with  a  detailed  score  report  that  outlines  their 

performance  in  each  of  the  six  major  content  areas 

covered  on  the  exam:  safe  and  effective  care 

environment,  health  promotion  and  maintenance, 
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psychosocial  integrity,  physiological  integrity,  basic 

care and comfort, and pharmacology.

Understanding the NCLEX-PN exam scoring system can 

help  candidates  better  prepare  for  the  exam  and 

manage their expectations. By familiarizing themselves 

with  the  scaled  scoring  system,  candidates  can  gain 

insights into the types of questions they need to answer 

correctly  to  achieve  a  passing  score.  Additionally, 

reviewing the score report can help candidates identify 

areas  where  they  need  additional  study  and 

improvement.

It  is  important  to  note that  the NCLEX-PN exam is  a 

challenging  assessment,  and  candidates  should 

dedicate sufficient time and effort to preparing for the 

exam.  Utilizing  study  resources,  such  as  practice 

exams, question banks, and textbooks, can significantly 

enhance candidates' chances of success on the NCLEX-

PN exam.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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