
The Shadow of The Hammer and Sickle

Introduction

The  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991  was  a 

watershed moment in world history. It marked the end 

of  the  Cold  War  and the  beginning  of  a  new era  of 

global  politics.  It  also had a profound impact  on the 

Soviet  military,  which  was  once  one  of  the  most 

powerful and feared military forces in the world.

In this book,  we will  explore the rise and fall  of  the 

Soviet  military.  We  will  examine  its  role  in  Soviet 

politics,  economics,  and society.  We will  also  discuss 

the factors that led to its collapse and the impact that 

its collapse had on Russia and the world.

The  Soviet  military  was  a  complex  and  multifaceted 

institution.  It  was  a  product  of  the  Soviet  Union's 

unique political,  economic,  and social  system.  It  was 
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also a reflection of the Soviet Union's global ambitions. 

The  Soviet  military  played  a  major  role  in  the  Cold 

War,  and it  was  a  key  player  in  many of  the  major 

conflicts of the 20th century.

However, the Soviet military was also a deeply flawed 

institution. It was plagued by corruption, inefficiency, 

and  mismanagement.  It  was  also  unable  to  keep  up 

with  the  technological  advances  of  the  West.  As  a 

result,  the Soviet military was unable to adapt to the 

changing global security environment in the late 20th 

century.

The collapse of the Soviet military was a major factor in 

the  collapse  of  the  Soviet  Union.  The  military  was 

unable  to  defend  the  Soviet  Union  from  its  internal 

problems,  and  it  was  unable  to  prevent  the  Soviet 

Union from disintegrating.  The collapse of  the Soviet 

military also had a profound impact on Russia. It left 

Russia  with  a  weakened  military  and  a  diminished 

global role.
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The collapse of the Soviet military is a cautionary tale 

for all nations. It shows that even the most powerful 

military forces can be defeated if they are not properly 

supported by a  strong political,  economic,  and social 

system.
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Book Description

This book tells the story of the rise and fall of the Soviet 

military, one of the most powerful and feared military 

forces in world history. From its humble beginnings in 

the aftermath of the Russian Civil War to its collapse in 

the early 1990s, the Soviet military played a major role 

in shaping the course of the 20th century.

In this book, we will explore the complex relationship 

between the Soviet  military and the Soviet  state.  We 

will  examine  how  the  military  influenced  Soviet 

politics,  economics,  and society.  We will  also  discuss 

the factors that led to the collapse of the Soviet military 

and the impact that its collapse had on Russia and the 

world.

This  book  is  based  on  extensive  research,  including 

interviews with key figures in the Soviet military and 

government. It provides a unique and comprehensive 
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account of the Soviet military, its role in Soviet history, 

and its legacy for the world today.

This book is essential reading for anyone interested in 

the history of the Soviet Union, the Cold War, or the 

history of  warfare.  It  is  also  a  valuable  resource for 

students  of  political  science,  international  relations, 

and military history.

This book is a fascinating and informative account of 

the rise and fall of the Soviet military. It is a must-read 

for anyone interested in the history of the Soviet Union, 

the Cold War, or the history of warfare.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Red Army

The Early Years: From the Civil War to World 

War II

The early years of the Red Army were marked by chaos 

and  upheaval.  The  Russian  Civil  War,  which  lasted 

from 1917 to 1922, saw the Bolsheviks fighting against a 

variety of anti-communist forces, including the White 

Army, the Ukrainian nationalists, and the Cossacks. The 

Red Army was eventually victorious, but it was a costly 

victory. Millions of people were killed in the fighting, 

and the economy was devastated.

In the aftermath of the Civil War, the Bolsheviks began 

to rebuild the Red Army. They established a system of 

military conscription and created a network of military 

schools and academies. They also began to develop new 

weapons and technologies. By the mid-1930s, the Red 

Army  was  one  of  the  largest  and  most  powerful 

military forces in the world.
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The Red Army played a major role in World War II. It 

fought against the Nazis on the Eastern Front,  and it 

suffered heavy casualties. However, the Red Army was 

ultimately victorious, and it played a major role in the 

defeat of Nazi Germany.

The early years of the Red Army were a time of great 

change and upheaval. The army was forced to adapt to 

a new political and economic system, and it had to fight 

a number of  wars.  However,  the Red Army emerged 

from  these  challenges  as  one  of  the  most  powerful 

military forces in the world.

The Dance of Light and Shadows

The early years of the Red Army were a time of both 

light and shadows. The army achieved great victories, 

but  it  also suffered terrible  defeats.  The army was a 

source of great pride for the Soviet people, but it was 

also a tool of oppression.
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The Red Army was a  microcosm of  Soviet  society.  It 

reflected the best and worst of the Soviet Union. It was 

a force for good, but it was also a force for evil. The Red 

Army was a complex and contradictory institution, and 

its history is a story of both light and shadows.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Red Army

The Great Patriotic War:  The Soviet Union's 

Struggle Against Nazi Germany

The Great Patriotic War, as it is known in Russia, was 

the  Soviet  Union's  struggle  against  Nazi  Germany 

during World War II.  It  was the deadliest  conflict  in 

human  history,  with  an  estimated  27  million  Soviet 

deaths.

The war began on June 22, 1941, when Nazi Germany 

launched a  surprise  attack  on  the  Soviet  Union.  The 

Germans quickly overran much of the western Soviet 

Union, and by the end of 1941, they had reached the 

outskirts of Moscow.

However, the Soviet Union was able to rally its forces 

and launch a counteroffensive. The Battle of Stalingrad, 

which lasted from July 1942 to February 1943, was a 

turning  point  in  the  war.  The  Soviet  victory  at 
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Stalingrad  marked  the  beginning  of  the  end  for 

Germany.

The Soviet Union eventually drove the Germans back to 

Germany,  and  the  war  ended  with  the  surrender  of 

Germany in May 1945. The Soviet Union had played a 

major role in defeating Nazi Germany, and it emerged 

from the war as a superpower.

The Great Patriotic War had a profound impact on the 

Soviet Union. It led to the deaths of millions of people, 

and it caused widespread devastation. However, it also 

led to a sense of national unity and pride. The Soviet 

people had shown the world that they were capable of 

great sacrifices to defend their homeland.

The Great Patriotic War also had a significant impact 

on the Soviet military. The war showed that the Soviet 

military  was  a  powerful  and  capable  force.  It  also 

showed  that  the  Soviet  military  was  capable  of 

adapting to new and challenging situations.

10



The lessons that the Soviet military learned during the 

Great  Patriotic  War would be put  to  use in the Cold 

War, which began shortly after the end of World War 

II.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of the Red Army

The Cold War: The Soviet Union's Rivalry with 

the United States

The  Cold  War  was  a  period  of  geopolitical  tension 

between the Soviet  Union and the United States  and 

their  respective allies.  The Cold War began after  the 

Second World War and lasted for 46 years, ending in 

1991 with the dissolution of the Soviet Union.

The  Cold  War  was  fought  primarily  on  the  political, 

economic,  and  propaganda  fronts,  but  it  also  had  a 

significant  military dimension.  The Soviet  Union and 

the United States both maintained large and powerful 

militaries, and they engaged in a number of proxy wars 

around the world.

The Cold War had a profound impact on the world. It 

led to the development of new technologies, including 

nuclear weapons and space exploration. It also led to 
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the rise of the United States as the world's preeminent 

superpower.

The Soviet Union's rivalry with the United States was a 

major  factor  in  the  Cold  War.  The  two superpowers 

competed  for  influence  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and 

Latin  America.  They  also  competed  for  technological 

and military supremacy.

The Soviet Union's rivalry with the United States was a 

complex and multifaceted phenomenon. It was driven 

by a number of factors, including ideology, geopolitics, 

and  economic  competition.  The  rivalry  between  the 

two superpowers had a profound impact on the course 

of the Cold War and on the world as a whole.

The Cold War ended in 1991 with the dissolution of the 

Soviet  Union.  The end of  the Cold War was a  major 

turning point in world history. It led to a new era of 

global cooperation and prosperity. However, the legacy 

of the Cold War continues to shape the world today.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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