Raids, Wars, and Water: The Chronicles

of the Special Boat Service

Introduction

The Special Boat Service (SBS) is an elite unit of the
British Royal Marines, tasked with conducting special
operations in a maritime environment. Throughout its
history, the SBS has earned a reputation for valor,
innovation, and unwavering dedication to its mission.
This book delves into the captivating chronicles of the
SBS, tracing its roots from its inception during World
War II to its current status as a world-renowned special

forces unit.

From the daring raids on German-occupied Europe to
the amphibious landings in the Falklands War, the SBS
has consistently demonstrated its ability to strike with

precision and effectiveness against formidable



adversaries. This book wunveils the extraordinary
stories of courage, resilience, and ingenuity that have
become synonymous with the SBS. The narratives of
individual operators and their missions provide a
compelling insight into the extraordinary world of
special operations, showcasing the unique skills and
unwavering determination required to succeed in this

demanding field.

Beyond the thrilling accounts of its operations, this
book also explores the evolution of the SBS, its
organizational structure, selection and training
procedures, and the cutting-edge equipment employed
by its operators. Readers will gain an understanding of
the SBS's role in the modern era, its contributions to
counterterrorism efforts, and its ongoing commitment
to protecting the United Kingdom's interests

worldwide.

Drawing upon extensive research and interviews with

former SBS operators, this book provides an



unprecedented look into the world of this elite unit. It
is a testament to the unwavering dedication,
exceptional skills, and unwavering courage of the men
who have served in the Special Boat Service, leaving an

indelible mark on the annals of military history.



Book Description

The Special Boat Service (SBS) is an elite unit of the
British Royal Marines, tasked with conducting special
operations in a maritime environment. Throughout its
history, the SBS has earned a reputation for valor,
innovation, and unwavering dedication to its mission.
This book delves into the captivating chronicles of the
SBS, tracing its roots from its inception during World
War II to its current status as a world-renowned special

forces unit.

From the daring raids on German-occupied Europe to
the amphibious landings in the Falklands War, the SBS
has consistently demonstrated its ability to strike with
precision and effectiveness against formidable
adversaries. This book wunveils the extraordinary
stories of courage, resilience, and ingenuity that have
become synonymous with the SBS. The narratives of
individual operators and their missions provide a

compelling insight into the extraordinary world of
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special operations, showcasing the unique skills and
unwavering determination required to succeed in this

demanding field.

Beyond the thrilling accounts of its operations, this
book also explores the evolution of the SBS, its
organizational structure, selection and training
procedures, and the cutting-edge equipment employed
by its operators. Readers will gain an understanding of
the SBS's role in the modern era, its contributions to
counterterrorism efforts, and its ongoing commitment
to protecting the United Kingdom's interests

worldwide.

Drawing upon extensive research and interviews with
former SBS operators, this book provides an
unprecedented look into the world of this elite unit. It
is a testament to the wunwavering dedication,
exceptional skills, and unwavering courage of the men
who have served in the Special Boat Service, leaving an

indelible mark on the annals of military history.



Chapter 1: The Birth of the Special Boat

Service

1. Pre-World War II Origins

The Special Boat Service (SBS) traces its roots back to
the early days of World War II when the British
military recognized the need for a specialized force
capable of conducting covert operations in enemy-held
territory. Prior to the formation of the SBS, various
units within the British armed forces had been tasked
with carrying out small-scale raids and sabotage
missions, but these efforts lacked coordination and a

cohesive strategy.

The impetus for the creation of the SBS came from
Lieutenant Colonel Dudley Clarke, an innovative and
forward-thinking officer who recognized the potential
of small, highly trained teams operating behind enemy
lines. In 1940, Clarke presented his proposal to the

British Admiralty, arguing that such a unit could play a
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crucial role in disrupting enemy supply lines, gathering

intelligence, and carrying out sabotage operations.

Clarke's proposal gained traction within the Admiralty,
and in December 1940, the Special Boat Section (SBS)
was officially established. Comprising a small group of
hand-picked volunteers from the Royal Navy, the SBS
underwent rigorous training in amphibious warfare,
weapons handling, and demolition techniques. Their
mission was to conduct clandestine operations in
enemy-occupied territory, primarily targeting German

and Italian forces along the European coastline.

The SBS's early operations were characterized by
daring raids and audacious missions. In 1941, a team of
SBS operators successfully attacked a German airfield
in the Channel Islands, destroying several aircraft and
causing significant disruption to enemy operations. In
another daring raid, SBS commandos paddled canoes
across the English Channel to attack German shipping

in occupied France.



These early successes established the SBS's reputation
as a highly effective and versatile force. As the war
progressed, the SBS expanded its operations,
conducting missions in the Mediterranean, North
Africa, and the Far East. The unit's reputation for
courage, skill, and professionalism grew with each
successful operation, earning the respect of both friend

and foe.



Chapter 1: The Birth of the Special Boat

Service

2. Commando Raids and Amphibious

Operations

During the early stages of World War II, as the conflict
raged across Europe and beyond, the British military
recognized the urgent need for a specialized force
capable of conducting daring raids and amphibious
operations in hostile waters. This realization marked
the genesis of the Special Boat Service (SBS), a unit that
would leave an indelible mark on the annals of military

history.

The formation of the SBS was spearheaded by a group
of forward-thinking officers who recognized the
potential of small, highly trained teams to inflict
significant damage on enemy forces. These officers, led
by Lieutenant Colonel Roger Courtney, were tasked
with creating a unit that could operate behind enemy

9



lines, disrupt supply routes, gather intelligence, and

carry out sabotage missions.

The SBS's early operations were characterized by
ingenuity and audacity. Operating in small boats, often
under the cover of darkness, SBS teams would launch
surprise attacks on enemy targets, striking fear and
disruption into their ranks. Their missions ranged from
raiding enemy-occupied islands to destroying vital
infrastructure, all while demonstrating exceptional

skill and courage.

One of the most notable early successes of the SBS was
the raid on the German-occupied port of Saint-Nazaire
in France. In March 1942, a team of SBS operators,
working in conjunction with Royal Navy personnel,
embarked on a daring mission to destroy the heavily
fortified dry dock facility. Despite facing overwhelming
odds, the SBS team managed to penetrate the harbor,
plant explosives, and successfully destroy the dry dock,

dealing a significant blow to German naval operations.
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The SBS also played a crucial role in the Allied landings
in Normandy on D-Day, June 6, 1944. SBS teams were
tasked with clearing obstacles and securing beaches
ahead of the main invasion force. Their actions were
instrumental in ensuring the success of the landings,
allowing Allied troops to establish a foothold on the

European mainland.

Throughout the remainder of World War II, the SBS
continued to conduct numerous successful operations,
earning a reputation for its ability to strike with
precision and effectiveness. Their contributions to the
Allied victory were undeniable, and the SBS emerged
from the conflict as a highly respected and formidable

special forces unit.
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Chapter 1: The Birth of the Special Boat

Service

3. The Creation of the Special Boat Service

In the aftermath of the disastrous Dieppe Raid in 1942,
the British military recognized the urgent need for a
specialized unit capable of conducting amphibious
operations and commando raids in hostile waters. This
realization gave birth to the Special Boat Service (SBS),
a unit that would go on to become one of the most elite

and respected special forces in the world.

The task of forming the SBS fell upon Lieutenant
Colonel Roger "Jumbo" Courtney, a highly decorated
commando officer with a reputation for innovation and
daring. Courtney meticulously selected a group of
volunteers from the Royal Marines, Royal Navy, and
other wunits, seeking individuals with exceptional
physical fitness, intelligence, and a willingness to

embrace unconventional tactics.
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These early SBS operators underwent rigorous training
in amphibious warfare, demolitions, weapons
handling, and hand-to-hand combat. They were also
trained to operate independently and as part of small
teams, emphasizing adaptability and self-reliance in

challenging and often hostile environments.

The SBS's first major operation was Operation
Frankton, a daring raid on the port of Bordeaux in
December 1942. The objective was to sink German
ships and disrupt enemy shipping, thereby disrupting
the flow of supplies to the German war machine. Six
SBS operators, led by Major John "Blondie" Hasler,
paddled canoes up the Gironde Estuary, evading
German patrols and enduring harsh weather

conditions.

Despite overwhelming odds, the SBS commandos
successfully attached limpet mines to several German
ships, causing significant damage. Although only two of

the six operators survived the mission, Operation

13



Frankton demonstrated the SBS's capabilities and
earned the unit widespread recognition for its bravery

and skill.

The success of Operation Frankton and subsequent
missions solidified the SBS's reputation as a formidable
force, capable of executing complex and dangerous
operations behind enemy lines. As the war progressed,
the SBS expanded its operations to the Mediterranean,
the Far East, and other theaters, playing a vital role in

Allied victories.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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