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Introduction

Europe is a continent with a rich and complex history, 

and  its  politics  are  no  exception.  From  the  ancient 

Greek city-states  to  the modern European Union,  the 

political  landscape  of  Europe  has  been  constantly 

evolving.  In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  political 

systems, challenges, and opportunities facing Europe in 

the 21st century.

We will begin by examining the European Union, the 

most  ambitious  political  project  in  European history. 

The  EU  has  brought  peace  and  prosperity  to  the 

continent, but it is also facing a number of challenges, 

including  Brexit,  the  rise  of  populism,  and  the 
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migration  crisis.  We  will  then  turn  our  attention  to 

some of the individual countries of Europe, including 

the  United  Kingdom,  France,  Germany,  Italy,  Spain, 

Poland, and the Czech Republic. Each of these countries 

has  its  own  unique  political  system,  history,  and 

culture.  We  will  explore  the  challenges  and 

opportunities facing each country, as well as their role 

in the European Union.

Finally, we will look at the future of Europe. What are 

the challenges and opportunities facing the continent? 

What is the future of the European Union? How will 

Europe cope with the rise of populism, the migration 

crisis, and the threat of climate change? These are just 

some of the questions that we will explore in this book.

Europe is a continent of great diversity, and its politics 

are no exception. From the Westminster Parliament to 

the  French  National  Assembly  to  the  German 

Bundestag, the political systems of Europe are as varied 

as the continent itself. In this book, we will explore the 
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different  political  systems  of  Europe,  as  well  as  the 

challenges and opportunities facing each country. We 

will also look at the future of Europe, and the role that 

the continent will play in the world.
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Book Description

The  European  Union  and  Beyond:  Understanding 

the  Evolving  Governance  Landscape is  a 

comprehensive  guide  to  the  political  landscape  of 

Europe  in  the  21st  century.  This  book  explores  the 

European Union, the most ambitious political project in 

European history, as well as the individual countries of 

Europe,  including  the  United  Kingdom,  France, 

Germany, Italy, Spain, Poland, and the Czech Republic.

Each  chapter  provides  a  detailed  overview  of  a 

particular  country  or  topic,  including  its  political 

system, history, culture, and challenges. The book also 

examines the future of Europe, and the role that the 

continent will play in the world.

The  European  Union  and  Beyond:  Understanding 

the Evolving Governance Landscape is  an essential 

resource  for  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the 

politics of Europe. This book is written in a clear and 

4



accessible  style,  and  it  is  packed  with  up-to-date 

information and analysis. Whether you are a student, a 

journalist, or a businessperson,  The European Union 

and  Beyond:  Understanding  the  Evolving 

Governance  Landscape will  provide  you  with  the 

insights you need to make sense of the complex world 

of European politics.

The  European  Union  and  Beyond:  Understanding 

the  Evolving  Governance  Landscape is  written  by 

Pasquale  De  Marco,  a  leading  expert  on  European 

politics. Pasquale De Marco has written extensively on 

the European Union and its member states, and he has 

advised  governments  and  businesses  on  European 

affairs.

The  European  Union  and  Beyond:  Understanding 

the Evolving Governance Landscape is  a must-read 

for  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the  political 

landscape of Europe in the 21st century. This book is 

essential reading for students of politics, international 
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relations,  and European studies.  It  is  also a  valuable 

resource  for  journalists,  businesspeople,  and  anyone 

else  who  wants  to  stay  informed  about  European 

affairs. 
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Chapter  1:  The  European  Union:  A 

Complex Tapestry

Historical Evolution of the EU

The European Union is a unique political and economic 

entity that has evolved over several decades. Its origins 

can be traced back to the aftermath of World War II, 

when  the  European  continent  was  devastated  and 

divided. The war had left Europe in ruins,  and there 

was a strong desire to prevent such a conflict from ever 

happening again.

One of the key figures in the movement for European 

integration  was  French  Foreign  Minister  Robert 

Schuman. In 1950, Schuman proposed the creation of a 

European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). The ECSC 

would  pool  the  coal  and  steel  resources  of  France, 

Germany,  Italy,  Belgium,  the  Netherlands,  and 

Luxembourg  under  a  common  management.  This 

would help to  prevent  these countries  from going to 
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war with each other again, and it would also help to 

boost the European economy.

The ECSC was a success, and it led to the creation of the 

European Economic Community (EEC) in 1957. The EEC 

was a free trade area that allowed goods, services, and 

capital to move freely between its member states. The 

EEC  also  had  a  common  agricultural  policy  and  a 

common external tariff.

The EEC grew rapidly in the 1960s and 1970s,  and it 

became one of the most important economic blocs in 

the world. In 1979, the first direct elections were held 

for the European Parliament. The European Parliament 

gave the people of Europe a greater say in the running 

of the EEC.

In the 1980s and 1990s, the EEC continued to expand, 

and it  also  began to  take on new responsibilities.  In 

1985,  the  Single  European  Act  was  signed,  which 

created a single market for goods, services, and capital. 
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The Single Market was a major success, and it helped to 

boost economic growth in Europe.

In  1993,  the  EEC  was  renamed  the  European  Union 

(EU). The EU was given new powers in areas such as 

foreign policy, security, and justice. The EU also began 

to play a more active role in global affairs.

The EU has continued to expand in the 21st century. In 

2004, ten new countries joined the EU, followed by two 

more  in  2007  and  one  in  2013.  The  EU  now  has  27 

member  states,  and  it  is  home  to  over  500  million 

people.

The  EU  is  a  complex  and  evolving  political  and 

economic entity. It has faced many challenges over the 

years, but it has also achieved many successes. The EU 

has  helped to  bring peace and prosperity  to  Europe, 

and it  has played a major role in shaping the global 

economy.
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Chapter  1:  The  European  Union:  A 

Complex Tapestry

Institutional Framework of the EU

The  European  Union  (EU)  is  a  unique  political  and 

economic union of 27 member states that are located 

primarily in Europe. The EU has developed a complex 

institutional  framework  over  the  years  to  facilitate 

cooperation  and  decision-making  among  its  member 

states.

The  EU's  institutional  framework  is  based  on  the 

principle  of  supranationalism,  which  means  that  the 

EU has powers that are delegated to it by its member 

states.  The  EU's  institutions  are  responsible  for 

developing  and  implementing  EU  policies,  and  they 

have  the  power  to  make  binding  decisions  that  are 

directly applicable in all member states.

The  EU's  main  institutions  are  the  European 

Parliament,  the  Council  of  the  European  Union,  the 
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European Commission, and the Court of Justice of the 

European  Union.  The  European  Parliament  is  the 

directly elected representative body of the EU, and it 

has the power to approve or reject EU legislation. The 

Council  of  the  European  Union  is  the  body  that 

represents the governments of the member states, and 

it has the power to adopt EU legislation. The European 

Commission is the executive branch of the EU, and it is 

responsible  for  proposing  and  implementing  EU 

legislation. The Court of Justice of the European Union 

is the highest court in the EU, and it is responsible for 

interpreting  EU  law  and  ensuring  that  it  is  applied 

fairly and consistently.

In addition to these main institutions, the EU also has a 

number of other bodies and agencies that assist in the 

implementation  of  EU  policies.  These  bodies  and 

agencies  include  the  European  Central  Bank,  the 

European  Investment  Bank,  and  the  European 

Environment Agency.

11



The EU's institutional framework has been criticized by 

some  for  being  too  complex  and  bureaucratic. 

However, it is important to remember that the EU is a 

unique and complex organization, and its institutional 

framework has been carefully designed to ensure that 

the EU can function effectively and efficiently.

One  of  the  most  important  aspects  of  the  EU's 

institutional framework is the principle of subsidiarity. 

This principle states that decisions should be made at 

the  lowest  possible  level  of  government.  This  means 

that the EU should only take action in areas where it 

can be more effective than individual member states. 

The principle of subsidiarity helps to ensure that the 

EU does not overreach its authority and that member 

states retain their autonomy.

Another  important  aspect  of  the  EU's  institutional 

framework  is  the  principle  of  proportionality.  This 

principle states that the EU should only take action that 

is proportionate to the objectives it is trying to achieve. 
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This means that the EU should not take excessive or 

unnecessary  action.  The  principle  of  proportionality 

helps to ensure that the EU's actions are balanced and 

that  they  do not  impose  undue burdens  on member 

states or individuals.

The  EU's  institutional  framework  is  a  complex  and 

evolving system. It  has been shaped by a number of 

factors, including the history of European integration, 

the  changing  needs  of  the  member  states,  and  the 

challenges facing the EU in the 21st century. The EU's 

institutional framework is likely to continue to evolve 

in  the  years  to  come,  as  the  EU  adapts  to  new 

challenges and opportunities.
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Chapter  1:  The  European  Union:  A 

Complex Tapestry

The EU's Decision-Making Process

The European Union is a unique political entity, and its 

decision-making process is complex and often opaque. 

The  EU's  institutions  are  designed  to  represent  the 

interests  of  all  member states,  but  the reality  is  that 

some countries have more influence than others.

The European Commission is the EU's executive body, 

and  it  is  responsible  for  proposing  new  laws  and 

regulations.  The  Commission  is  made  up  of  27 

commissioners,  one  from  each  member  state.  The 

commissioners are appointed by the European Council, 

which is made up of the heads of government of each 

member state.

The European Parliament is the EU's legislative body, 

and  it  is  responsible  for  approving  or  rejecting  the 

Commission's proposals. The Parliament is made up of 
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751 members, who are directly elected by the citizens 

of the EU.

The  Council  of  the  European  Union  is  the  EU's 

intergovernmental  body,  and  it  is  responsible  for 

representing  the  interests  of  the  member states.  The 

Council  is  made  up  of  ministers  from  each  member 

state, and it meets regularly to discuss and decide on 

EU policy.

The European Court of Justice is the EU's highest court, 

and it is responsible for interpreting EU law. The Court 

is made up of 27 judges, one from each member state.

The EU's decision-making process is complex and often 

time-consuming. This is because the EU is a consensus-

based organization, and all member states must agree 

on a decision before it can be adopted. However, the 

EU's decision-making process is also flexible, and it can 

be adapted to meet the needs of the moment.
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For example,  during the COVID-19 pandemic,  the EU 

was able to take quick and decisive action to coordinate 

a response to the crisis. This was possible because the 

EU's  institutions  were  able  to  work  together  quickly 

and efficiently.

The EU's decision-making process is not perfect, but it 

is  a  system that  has  served the  EU well  for  over  60 

years. The EU is a complex and diverse organization, 

and  its  decision-making  process  reflects  this 

complexity. However, the EU's decision-making process 

is also flexible and adaptable, which allows the EU to 

respond to the challenges of the 21st century.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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