
Brussels in Your Pocket

Introduction

In the heart of Europe lies Brussels, a city of contrasts 

and  surprises,  where  history  and  modernity  blend 

seamlessly. From the cobblestone streets of the Grand 

Place to the sleek skyscrapers of the European Quarter, 

Brussels is a city that has something to offer everyone.

As the de facto capital of the European Union, Brussels 

is a hub of international diplomacy and bureaucracy. 

Yet, it also retains its unique charm and character, with 

a rich history, vibrant culture, and diverse population.

Brussels  is  a  city  of  art  and culture,  home to  world-

renowned museums, theaters, and music venues. It is 

also a culinary paradise, famous for its waffles, fries, 

chocolate, and beer. And with its many parks, gardens, 

1



and forests, Brussels is also a great place to enjoy the 

outdoors.

But Brussels is also a city of surprises. From the quirky 

Manneken  Pis  statue  to  the  hidden  bars  and  secret 

passages,  there is always something new to discover. 

Whether you are a history buff, a culture vulture, or 

simply a  curious traveler,  Brussels  is  a  city  that  will 

captivate and enchant you.

Come and explore Brussels, a city that is both familiar 

and foreign, both traditional and modern. A city where 

you can experience the best of Europe, all in one place.

Brussels, a city that is truly unique. A city that will stay 

with you long after you leave.
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Book Description

Brussels,  the  vibrant  capital  of  Belgium,  is  a  city  of 

contrasts and surprises. From the cobblestone streets of 

the  Grand  Place  to  the  sleek  skyscrapers  of  the 

European Quarter, Brussels is a city that has something 

to offer everyone.

This  comprehensive  guidebook  will  take  you  on  a 

journey through Brussels, from its historic landmarks 

to  its  hidden  gems.  You'll  discover  the  city's  world-

renowned museums, theaters, and music venues. You'll 

also find the best places to eat,  drink, and shop. And 

with its many parks, gardens, and forests, Brussels is 

also a great place to enjoy the outdoors.

But Brussels is also a city of surprises. From the quirky 

Manneken  Pis  statue  to  the  hidden  bars  and  secret 

passages,  there is always something new to discover. 

Whether you are a history buff, a culture vulture, or 
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simply a  curious traveler,  Brussels  is  a  city  that  will 

captivate and enchant you.

With its detailed maps, walking tours, and insider tips, 

Brussels in Your Pocket is the perfect guide to help you 

make the most of your visit to this fascinating city.

So  come  and  explore  Brussels,  a  city  that  is  both 

familiar and foreign,  both traditional  and modern.  A 

city where you can experience the best of Europe, all in 

one place.

Brussels, a city that is truly unique. A city that will stay 

with you long after you leave.
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Chapter 1: Brussels: A City of Contrasts

The history of Brussels: A blend of cultures

Brussels, the vibrant capital of Belgium, is a city with a 

rich and diverse history, shaped by a blend of cultures 

and influences from across Europe.

The  city's  origins  can  be  traced  back  to  the  10th 

century, when it was a small settlement on the banks of 

the Senne River. Over the centuries, Brussels grew in 

importance as a trading center, thanks to its strategic 

location at the crossroads of major trade routes.

In the 15th century, Brussels became the residence of 

the Dukes of Burgundy, who transformed the city into a 

center  of  art  and  culture.  The  city's  many  historic 

buildings,  including  the  Grand  Place  and  the  Town 

Hall, date from this period.

In  the  16th  century,  Brussels  became  part  of  the 

Spanish  Netherlands.  During  this  time,  the  city 

experienced a period of economic and cultural decline. 
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However,  in  the  17th  century,  Brussels  regained  its 

prosperity under the rule of the Archdukes Albert and 

Isabella.

In  the  18th  century,  Brussels  became  part  of  the 

Austrian  Netherlands.  During  this  time,  the  city 

underwent a period of rapid growth and development. 

Many new buildings  were  constructed,  including the 

Royal Palace and the Parc du Cinquantenaire.

In  the  19th  century,  Brussels  became  the  capital  of 

Belgium. The city continued to grow and develop, and 

it became a major center of industry and commerce.

In the 20th century, Brussels played a key role in the 

development of the European Union. The city is home 

to  many  EU  institutions,  including  the  European 

Commission and the European Parliament.

Today, Brussels is a vibrant and cosmopolitan city with 

a rich history and culture. The city is home to people 

from all over the world, who have brought their own 
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unique traditions and customs to the city. Brussels is a 

city  of  contrasts,  where  the  old  and  the  new,  the 

traditional and the modern, blend together to create a 

unique and unforgettable experience.
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Chapter 1: Brussels: A City of Contrasts

Brussels' unique architecture: From Gothic to 

Art Nouveau

Brussels is a city of contrasts, and its architecture is no 

exception. From the Gothic spires of the Cathedral of St. 

Michael and St. Gudula to the Art Nouveau flourishes of 

the Horta Museum, Brussels is a city where different 

architectural styles coexist in harmony.

Gothic Architecture

Gothic architecture is a style that originated in France 

in the 12th century. It is characterized by its pointed 

arches, ribbed vaults, and flying buttresses. Some of the 

most  famous  examples  of  Gothic  architecture  in 

Brussels  include the  Cathedral  of  St.  Michael  and St. 

Gudula, the Church of Notre Dame du Sablon, and the 

Town Hall.
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The  Cathedral  of  St.  Michael  and  St.  Gudula  is  a 

masterpiece  of  Gothic  architecture.  It  was  built 

between the 13th and 16th centuries and is one of the 

most  important  churches  in  Belgium.  The  church  is 

known  for  its  intricate  carvings,  its  stained  glass 

windows, and its impressive spire.

Art Nouveau Architecture

Art Nouveau is a style of architecture that originated in 

the late 19th century. It is characterized by its use of 

organic forms, flowing lines, and bright colors. Some of 

the most famous examples of Art Nouveau architecture 

in  Brussels  include  the  Horta  Museum,  the  Tassel 

House, and the Van Eetvelde House.

The  Horta  Museum  is  a  house  and  studio  that  was 

designed by Victor  Horta,  one of  the pioneers  of  Art 

Nouveau architecture.  The  museum is  known for  its 

intricate ironwork,  its  stained glass windows,  and its 

mosaic floors.
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Other Architectural Styles

In  addition  to  Gothic  and  Art  Nouveau  architecture, 

Brussels is also home to a variety of other architectural 

styles,  including  Renaissance,  Baroque,  and 

Neoclassical.  Some  of  the  most  notable  examples  of 

these  styles  include  the  Royal  Palace,  the  Palace  of 

Justice, and the Cinquantenaire Park.

Brussels' unique architecture is a reflection of the city's 

rich history and its cosmopolitan character. The city's 

buildings  tell  the  story  of  Brussels'  evolution  from a 

medieval town to a modern metropolis.
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Chapter 1: Brussels: A City of Contrasts

The city's diverse population: A mix of locals 

and expats

Brussels  is  a  city  of  contrasts,  and  one  of  the  most 

striking  is  the  diversity  of  its  population.  The city  is 

home  to  people  from  all  over  the  world,  who  have 

come to Brussels to work, study, or simply to enjoy the 

city's unique atmosphere.

This  diversity  is  reflected  in  the  city's  many 

neighborhoods,  each  with  its  own distinct  character. 

For example,  the Marolles district  is  home to a large 

population  of  immigrants  from  North  Africa  and 

Turkey,  while  the  Ixelles  district  is  home  to  a  large 

student population. The city center is a melting pot of 

cultures, with people from all over the world coming 

together to work, shop, and socialize.

The  diversity  of  Brussels'  population  is  one  of  its 

greatest  strengths.  It  makes  the  city  a  vibrant  and 
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cosmopolitan  place  to  live  and  visit.  It  also  makes 

Brussels a city that is constantly changing and evolving. 

As  new  people  arrive  from  all  over  the  world,  they 

bring  their  own  cultures  and  traditions  with  them, 

which helps to shape the city's unique identity.

The Expat Community

Brussels  is  home  to  a  large  and  vibrant  expat 

community. Many expats are drawn to Brussels by the 

city's  international  atmosphere  and  its  many  job 

opportunities.  The  city  is  also  home to  a  number  of 

international  schools,  which  makes  it  an  attractive 

place for families with children.

The expat community in Brussels is very diverse, with 

people from all over the world living and working in 

the city.  This diversity is  reflected in the city's  many 

international  restaurants,  shops,  and  cultural  events. 

The expat community also plays an important role in 

the  city's  economy,  as  many  expats  work  in  high-
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paying  jobs  in  the  city's  many  international 

organizations and businesses.

The Local Population

The local  population of  Brussels  is  also very diverse. 

The city is home to people from all  over Belgium, as 

well  as  from  other  parts  of  Europe.  The  local 

population is also very welcoming to newcomers, and 

many  expats  find  it  easy  to  integrate  into  the  local 

community.

Brussels  is  a  city  that  is  constantly  changing  and 

evolving.  The  city's  diversity  is  one  of  its  greatest 

strengths,  and  it  makes  Brussels  a  vibrant  and 

cosmopolitan place to live and visit.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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