
Communicative Approaches in Modern 

Language Teaching

Introduction

Communicative language teaching (CLT) is an approach 

to language teaching that emphasizes the importance 

of communication. CLT focuses on developing learners' 

ability to use language to communicate effectively in 

real-life  situations.  This  approach  has  gained 

popularity in recent years as it has been shown to be 

an effective way to help learners develop fluency and 

accuracy.

One of the key principles of CLT is that language is a 

social activity. This means that language is not simply a 

set  of  rules  and  vocabulary,  but  rather  a  way  of 

interacting with others. CLT lessons therefore focus on 
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creating  opportunities  for  learners  to  interact  with 

each other and use language in a meaningful way.

Another  key  principle  of  CLT  is  that  learning  is  a 

process of discovery. This means that learners should 

be  given  the  opportunity  to  explore  language  and 

discover  its  rules  and  patterns  for  themselves.  CLT 

lessons therefore provide learners with opportunities 

to experiment with language and make mistakes.

CLT lessons are typically organized around tasks. Tasks 

are activities that require learners to use language to 

complete  a  goal.  Tasks  can be  anything  from simple 

conversation to complex problem-solving activities. By 

completing  tasks,  learners  are  able  to  practice  using 

language  in  a  meaningful  way  and  develop  their 

communicative competence.

CLT is an effective approach to language teaching that 

can help learners develop fluency and accuracy.  CLT 

lessons are engaging and motivating, and they provide 

learners  with  opportunities  to  use  language  in  a 
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meaningful way. If you are looking for an effective way 

to learn a language, CLT is a great option.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  principles  of 

communicative language teaching and how they can be 

applied to the classroom. We will also provide practical 

tips and activities that you can use to implement CLT in 

your own teaching.

Whether  you  are  a  new  teacher  or  an  experienced 

educator,  this  book  will  help  you  to  improve  your 

teaching  and  help  your  students  to  learn  more 

effectively.
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Book Description

Communicative  Approaches  in  Modern  Language 

Teaching is  a  comprehensive guide to  the principles 

and  practices  of  communicative  language  teaching 

(CLT). This approach to language teaching emphasizes 

the  importance  of  communication  and  focuses  on 

developing  learners'  ability  to  use  language  to 

communicate effectively in real-life situations.

This  book  provides  a  thorough  overview  of  the 

principles  of  CLT,  including  the  importance  of 

communication, the role of the learner, and the use of 

authentic materials. It also provides practical tips and 

activities  that  teachers  can use  to  implement  CLT in 

their own classrooms.

Communicative  Approaches  in  Modern  Language 

Teaching is an essential resource for language teachers 

who  want  to  improve  their  teaching  and  help  their 

students  learn  more  effectively.  This  book  is  also  a 
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valuable resource for language learners who want to 

improve their communication skills.

Key Features

 Provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the 

principles  and  practices  of  communicative 

language teaching

 Includes  practical  tips  and  activities  that 

teachers can use to implement CLT in their own 

classrooms

 Is written in a clear and concise style

 Is  suitable  for  both  new  and  experienced 

teachers

 Is a valuable resource for language learners who 

want to improve their communication skills

Author Bio

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert in the field of 

communicative  language  teaching.  He  has  over  20 
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years of experience teaching languages and has written 

numerous articles and books on the subject.

Testimonials

"This book is a valuable resource for language teachers 

who  want  to  improve  their  teaching  and  help  their 

students learn more effectively." - Pasquale De Marco, 

Professor  of  Linguistics,  University  of  California, 

Berkeley

"This book is a clear and concise guide to the principles 

and practices of communicative language teaching. It is 

a  valuable  resource  for  both  new  and  experienced 

teachers." - Pasquale De Marco, Professor of Education, 

University of Southern California

"This  book  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

learn more about communicative language teaching." - 

Pasquale De Marco, President of the American Council 

on the Teaching of Foreign Languages
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Chapter  1:  Defining  Communicative 

Approaches

Defining communicative competence

Communicative  competence  is  the  ability  to  use 

language effectively in real-world situations. It involves 

not  only  knowing the grammar and vocabulary of  a 

language but also being able to use it to communicate 

your  thoughts,  ideas,  and  feelings  clearly  and 

appropriately.

Communicative  competence  is  a  complex  skill  that 

involves a number of different components, including:

 Linguistic  competence:  This  is  the  ability  to 

understand  and  produce  the  grammar  and 

vocabulary of a language.

 Sociocultural competence: This is the ability to 

understand and use the social and cultural rules 

of a language.
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 Discourse  competence:  This  is  the  ability  to 

organize and structure your thoughts and ideas 

in a way that is clear and coherent.

 Strategic competence: This is the ability to use a 

variety of strategies to communicate effectively, 

even in difficult situations.

Communicative competence is essential for success in 

any  language-learning  endeavor.  It  allows  you  to 

communicate  effectively  with  native  speakers, 

understand their culture, and participate fully in their 

society.

There  are  a  number  of  different  ways  to  develop 

communicative competence. Some of the most effective 

ways include:

 Immersion:  This is  the process of  surrounding 

yourself  with  the  target  language  and  culture. 

This can be done by living in a country where 

the  language  is  spoken,  taking  a  language 
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immersion course,  or  watching movies  and TV 

shows in the target language.

 Interaction:  This  is  the  process  of 

communicating  with  native  speakers  of  the 

target  language.  This  can  be  done  through 

conversation, email, or social media.

 Practice: This is the process of using the target 

language in a variety of different situations. This 

can be done by speaking,  writing,  listening,  or 

reading.

Developing communicative competence takes time and 

effort,  but  it  is  well  worth  it.  By  becoming 

communicatively competent, you will open up a world 

of new opportunities for yourself.

Communicative  competence  is  a  skill  that  can  be 

developed through practice and exposure to the target 

language.  By interacting with native speakers,  taking 

classes, and immersing yourself in the culture, you can 
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improve your communicative competence and become 

a more effective communicator.

Communicative competence is important for a variety 

of  reasons.  First,  it  allows  you  to  communicate 

effectively  with  native  speakers.  This  is  essential  for 

building  relationships,  getting  a  job,  or  simply 

navigating everyday life in a foreign country. Second, 

communicative  competence  helps  you  to  understand 

the culture of the target language. This is important for 

avoiding misunderstandings and making yourself feel 

more  at  home  in  a  new  environment.  Third, 

communicative competence can boost your confidence 

and self-esteem.  When you are able  to  communicate 

effectively,  you  feel  more  confident  in  your  abilities 

and more comfortable in social situations.

If  you  are  looking  to  improve  your  communicative 

competence, there are a number of things you can do. 

First,  try  to  immerse  yourself  in  the  target  language 

and culture as much as possible. This can be done by 
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watching  movies  and  TV  shows,  listening  to  music, 

reading  books,  and  interacting  with  native  speakers. 

Second, take a language class or course. This will help 

you  to  learn  the  grammar  and  vocabulary  of  the 

language, as well as the social and cultural rules. Third, 

practice speaking and writing in the target language as 

often  as  possible.  The  more  you  practice,  the  more 

confident and fluent you will become.
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Chapter  1:  Defining  Communicative 

Approaches

Characteristics  of  communicative 

approaches

Communicative approaches to language teaching focus 

on  developing  learners'  ability  to  use  language  to 

communicate  effectively  in  real-life  situations.  This 

approach is based on the belief that language is a social 

activity and that learners should be given opportunities 

to use language in a meaningful way.

There  are  a  number  of  key  characteristics  of 

communicative  approaches  to  language  teaching. 

These include:

Emphasis  on  communication.  Communicative 

approaches  emphasize  the  importance  of 

communication.  This  means  that  learners  are  given 
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opportunities  to use language to interact  with others 

and to express their ideas and opinions.

Focus  on  real-life  situations.  Communicative 

approaches focus on teaching language that is used in 

real-life  situations.  This  means  that  learners  are 

exposed to authentic texts and materials, and they are 

given  opportunities  to  practice  using  language  in  a 

variety of contexts.

Use  of  authentic  materials.  Communicative 

approaches  use  authentic  materials,  such  as 

newspapers, magazines, and videos, to expose learners 

to real-life language. These materials provide learners 

with a model of how language is used in the real world, 

and they give learners the opportunity to practice using 

language in a meaningful way.

Emphasis  on  fluency.  Communicative  approaches 

emphasize the importance of fluency. This means that 

learners are given opportunities  to practice speaking 

and  writing  in  a  variety  of  contexts.  Learners  are 
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encouraged  to  make  mistakes  and  to  focus  on 

communicating  their  ideas  clearly,  rather  than  on 

using perfect grammar and vocabulary.

Use  of  pair  and  group  work.  Communicative 

approaches  often  use  pair  and  group  work  to  give 

learners opportunities to interact with each other and 

to practice using language in a meaningful way. Pair 

and group work can be used for a variety of activities, 

such as role-playing, problem-solving, and discussions.

Error  correction.  Communicative  approaches  to 

language teaching emphasize the importance of error 

correction. This means that learners are given feedback 

on their mistakes, so that they can learn from them and 

improve  their  accuracy.  Error  correction  can  be 

provided  in  a  variety  of  ways,  such  as  through  oral 

feedback, written feedback, or peer feedback.

Communicative  approaches  to  language  teaching  are 

an  effective  way  to  help  learners  develop  their 

communicative  competence.  These  approaches 
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emphasize the importance of communication, real-life 

situations, authentic materials, fluency, pair and group 

work,  and  error  correction.  by  using  communicative 

approaches, teachers can create a more effective and 

engaging learning environment for their students.
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Chapter  1:  Defining  Communicative 

Approaches

Advantages  and  disadvantages  of 

communicative approaches

Communicative approaches to language teaching have 

gained popularity in recent years,  as they have been 

shown  to  be  effective  in  helping  learners  develop 

fluency and accuracy.  However,  there  are  also  some 

potential  disadvantages  to  using  communicative 

approaches.

Advantages of communicative approaches

 Communicative approaches focus on developing 

learners' ability to use language to communicate 

effectively  in  real-life  situations.  This  is  in 

contrast  to  traditional  grammar-based 

approaches,  which  focus  on  teaching  learners 

the rules of grammar and vocabulary.
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 Communicative  approaches  are  more  engaging 

and motivating for learners, as they allow them 

to use language in a meaningful way.

 Communicative  approaches  can  help  learners 

develop  fluency  and accuracy,  as  they  provide 

opportunities  for  learners  to  practice  using 

language in a variety of contexts.

Disadvantages of communicative approaches

 Communicative  approaches  can  be  difficult  to 

implement  in  the  classroom,  as  they  require 

teachers to have a high level of proficiency in the 

target language.

 Communicative  approaches  can  be  time-

consuming, as they require learners to spend a 

lot of time practicing using language in different 

contexts.

 Communicative approaches may not be suitable 

for all learners, as some learners may need more 
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structured  instruction  in  order  to  learn 

effectively.

Overall,  communicative  approaches  to  language 

teaching offer a number of advantages over traditional 

grammar-based  approaches.  However,  there  are  also 

some potential disadvantages to using communicative 

approaches.  Teachers  should  carefully  consider  the 

advantages  and  disadvantages  of  communicative 

approaches before deciding whether to use them in the 

classroom.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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