Wildlife Carving

Introduction

Wildlife carving is a beautiful and rewarding art form
that can be enjoyed by people of all ages and skill
levels. Whether you're a complete beginner or an
experienced carver, there's always something new to

learn and explore.

This book is a comprehensive guide to carving wildlife,
with step-by-step instructions for carving wolves, foxes,
coyotes, and other animals. You'll learn everything you
need to know about choosing the right wood, using the

right tools, and carving realistic and lifelike animals.

With over 140 step-by-step carving, burning, and
painting photographs, color-coded anatomy sketches,

artist notes, reference photos, and 12 patterns, this



book is the most complete guide to carving the wild

members of the canine family.

Whether you're looking to create a beautiful work of
art for your home or give a unique gift to a loved one,
this book has everything you need to get started. So

grab your tools and let's get carving!

Carving wildlife is a great way to connect with nature
and express your creativity. It's also a fun and
rewarding hobby that can be enjoyed by people of all

ages and skill levels.

If you're new to carving, don't worry! This book will
teach you everything you need to know, from choosing
the right wood to using the right tools. And if you're an
experienced carver, youll find plenty of new

challenges and inspiration in this book.

So what are you waiting for? Grab your tools and let's

get carving!



Book Description

Wildlife Carving is the most complete guide to carving
the wild members of the canine family! Your carvings

will reach a new level with this book featuring:

Over 140 step-by-step carving, burning, and
painting photographs

e (Color-coded anatomy sketches

e  Artist notes

e Reference photos

e 12 patterns

With Wildlife Carving, you'll learn everything you need
to know about choosing the right wood, using the right
tools, and carving realistic and lifelike animals.
Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced
carver, you'll find something in this book to help you

improve your skills.

Wildlife Carving covers all aspects of wildlife carving,

from choosing the right wood to finishing and
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preserving your carvings. You'll learn how to carve
wolves, foxes, coyotes, and other animals, and you'll

also learn how to create realistic animal habitats.

With its clear instructions and detailed photographs,
Wildlife Carving is the perfect resource for anyone who
wants to learn more about wildlife carving. So grab

your tools and let's get carving!

Wildlife Carving is written by Pasquale De Marco, a
world-renowned wildlife carver. Pasquale De Marco
has been carving for over 30 years, and his work has
been featured in museums and galleries around the
world. In Wildlife Carving, Pasquale De Marco shares
his expert tips and techniques for carving realistic and

lifelike animals.

Whether you're a complete beginner or an experienced
carver, Wildlife Carving has something to offer you. So

grab your tools and let's get carving!



Chapter 1: Essential Tools and

Techniques

Basic Carving Tools

Carving tools come in a variety of shapes and sizes,
each designed for a specific task. The most basic

carving tools include:

e Knives: Knives are the most versatile carving
tools and can be used for a variety of tasks, from
roughing out a shape to carving fine details.

e  Chisels: Chisels are used for removing wood
from a surface and can be used to create a
variety of shapes and textures.

e Gouges: Gouges are similar to chisels, but they
have a curved blade that allows you to carve
concave shapes.

e Mallet: A mallet is used to drive chisels and

gouges into the wood.



e Sharpening stones: Sharpening stones are used

to keep your carving tools sharp.

In addition to these basic tools, there are a number of

other tools that can be used for carving, such as:

e Power tools: Power tools can be used to speed
up the carving process, but they can also be
dangerous if not used properly.

e Hand tools: Hand tools are less powerful than
power tools, but they are more portable and
easier to control.

e Accessories: There are a number of accessories
that can be used to make carving easier, such as

clamps, vises, and carving gloves.

The best way to learn how to use carving tools is to
practice. Start with a simple project and gradually
work your way up to more complex projects. With
practice, you'll be able to create beautiful and intricate

carvings.



Chapter 1: Essential Tools and

Techniques

Sharpening Your Tools

Sharpening your tools is one of the most important
things you can do to ensure that your carvings are
clean, precise, and safe. A sharp tool will cut through
the wood more easily, which will give you more control

over your carving and help you to avoid accidents.

There are a few different ways to sharpen your tools.
The most common method is to use a whetstone.
Whetstones are made of a hard, abrasive material, such
as sandstone or ceramic. To sharpen a tool on a
whetstone, hold the tool at a 45-degree angle to the
stone and move it back and forth in a circular motion.
Be sure to apply even pressure to the tool as you

sharpen it.

Another way to sharpen your tools is to use a

sharpening steel. Sharpening steels are made of a hard,
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smooth material, such as steel or diamond. To sharpen
a tool on a sharpening steel, hold the tool at a 90-degree
angle to the steel and move it back and forth in a
straight motion. Be sure to apply even pressure to the

tool as you sharpen it.

No matter which method you choose, it is important to
sharpen your tools regularly. A sharp tool will make

your carving easier and safer.
Here are a few tips for sharpening your tools:

e Use a light touch when sharpening your tools.
Applying too much pressure can damage the
tool.

e Sharpen your tools in a well-ventilated area. The

dust created by sharpening can be harmful if
inhaled.

e Wear eye protection when sharpening your
tools. The sparks created by sharpening can

damage your eyes.



e Keep your tools clean and dry. Rust and dirt can

damage your tools and make them less effective.

By following these tips, you can keep your tools sharp

and in good condition for years to come.



Chapter 1: Essential Tools and

Techniques

Essential Carving Techniques

Carving is a rewarding and enjoyable hobby, but it can
be daunting if you're not sure where to start. That's
where this chapter comes in! In this chapter, we'll
cover the essential carving techniques that you need to

know to get started.

We'll start with the basics, like how to hold your tools
and how to make basic cuts. Then, we'll move on to
more advanced techniques, like how to carve curves

and how to create realistic textures.

By the end of this chapter, you'll have the skills and
confidence you need to start carving your own wildlife

sculptures.

10



Basic Carving Techniques

The first step to learning how to carve is to learn the

basic carving techniques. This includes learning how to

hold your tools, how to make basic cuts, and how to

sharpen your tools.

Holding Your Tools

The way you hold your tools will affect the quality of

your carving. There are two basic ways to hold a

carving knife:

The palm grip: This is the most common way to
hold a carving knife. Place your hand on the
handle of the knife with your thumb on the top
of the blade. Grip the handle firmly, but not too
tightly.

The pinch grip: This grip is used for more
delicate carving. Place your thumb and
forefinger on the blade of the knife, near the tip.

Grip the blade gently, but firmly.

11



Making Basic Cuts

Once you know how to hold your tools, you can start

making basic cuts. There are two basic types of cuts:

e Cross-grain cuts: These cuts are made across the
grain of the wood. Cross-grain cuts are used to
remove large amounts of wood quickly.

e With-grain cuts: These cuts are made with the
grain of the wood. With-grain cuts are used to

create smooth, even surfaces.
Sharpening Your Tools

Keeping your tools sharp is essential for good carving.
A sharp knife will cut cleanly and smoothly, while a

dull knife will tear and gouge the wood.

There are a few different ways to sharpen your carving
tools. You can use a whetstone, a sharpening stone, or a

power sharpener.
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Advanced Carving Techniques

Once you've mastered the basic carving techniques,
you can start learning more advanced techniques. This
includes learning how to carve curves, how to create
realistic textures, and how to use different carving

tools.
Carving Curves

Carving curves is a bit more challenging than carving
straight lines. To carve a curve, you need to use a
curved knife. Hold the knife at an angle to the wood

and follow the curve of the wood.
Creating Realistic Textures

One of the most important things you can do to make
your carvings look realistic is to create realistic
textures. You can create textures by using different
carving tools, by using different carving techniques,

and by using different types of wood.

Using Different Carving Tools
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There are a variety of different carving tools available,
each with its own unique purpose. Some of the most

common carving tools include:

e Carving knives: Carving knives are used for
making all types of cuts. They come in a variety
of shapes and sizes, so you can choose the right
knife for the job.

e Gouges: Gouges are used for carving out curves
and hollows. They come in a variety of shapes
and sizes, so you can choose the right gouge for
the job.

e  Chisels: Chisels are used for making sharp, clean
cuts. They come in a variety of shapes and sizes,

so you can choose the right chisel for the job.
Using Different Carving Techniques**

There are a variety of different carving techniques that
you can use to create different effects. Some of the most

common carving techniques include:
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Relief carving: Relief carving is a technique in
which the design is carved into the surface of the
wood. The background is then carved away,
leaving the design raised.

Inlay carving: Inlay carving is a technique in
which pieces of wood or other materials are
inlaid into the surface of the wood. This can be
used to create intricate designs or to add color
and contrast to your carving.

Chip carving: Chip carving is a technique in
which small chips of wood are carved away from
the surface of the wood. This can be used to
create intricate designs or to add texture to your

carving.

Using Different Types of Wood

The type of wood you use will also affect the look of

your carving. Some woods, such as basswood and

butternut, are soft and easy to carve. Other woods, such
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as oak and maple, are harder and more difficult to

carve.

When choosing a wood for carving, it's important to
consider the hardness of the wood, the grain of the

wood, and the color of the wood.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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