
Silver  Balls  -  Pinballing  Through 

America

Introduction

Pinball,  the  enchanting  game  of  silver  spheres  and 

flippers,  has  captivated  players  for  over  a  century. 

From humble beginnings  in  arcades  and amusement 

parks, pinball has evolved into a cultural phenomenon 

enjoyed by people of  all  ages.  In this  comprehensive 

guide, Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a journey 

through  the  world  of  pinball,  exploring  its  history, 

culture, and enduring appeal.

The book delves into the origins of pinball, tracing its 

evolution  from  bagatelle  boards  to  the 

electromechanical machines of the 1950s and the solid-

state marvels of  the 1970s and 1980s.  We'll  meet the 

legendary pinball  designers who shaped the industry 
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and  learn  about  the  innovations  that  transformed 

pinball from a simple game of chance into a complex 

and challenging skill-based pursuit.

Beyond the history, Pasquale De Marco also delves into 

the vibrant pinball culture that has sprung up around 

the  game.  From  pinball  tournaments  and  leagues  to 

pinball museums and conventions, pinball enthusiasts 

have  created  a  thriving  community  where  they  can 

share their love of the game and compete against one 

another. We'll also explore the art and music of pinball, 

showcasing the stunning artwork that adorns pinball 

machines  and  the  catchy  tunes  that  accompany 

gameplay.

But Silver Balls - Pinballing Through America is more 

than just a history of pinball. It's also a practical guide 

for anyone who wants to learn how to play the game or 

improve their skills. Pasquale De Marco provides clear 

and  concise  instructions  on  the  basics  of  pinball, 

including how to hold the flippers, control the ball, and 
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score  points.  He  also  shares  tips  and  tricks  for 

mastering advanced techniques, such as flipper tricks 

and bank shots.

Whether you're a seasoned pinball pro or a complete 

novice, Silver Balls -  Pinballing Through America has 

something for everyone. It's the definitive guide to the 

world of  pinball,  a  celebration of  this  timeless  game 

that continues to captivate players of all ages.

3



Book Description

In Silver Balls - Pinballing Through America, Pasquale 

De  Marco  takes  readers  on  a  captivating  journey 

through the world of pinball, exploring its rich history, 

vibrant culture, and enduring appeal. From its humble 

origins  to  its  status  as  a  global  phenomenon,  pinball 

has captured the hearts and imaginations of players for 

over a century.

Silver Balls -  Pinballing Through America delves into 

the evolution of pinball, from its early days as a simple 

game of chance to the complex and challenging skill-

based  pursuit  it  is  today.  We'll  learn  about  the 

legendary  pinball  designers  who  revolutionized  the 

industry and the innovations that transformed pinball 

machines into works of art and engineering marvels.

Beyond the history,  Silver  Balls  -  Pinballing Through 

America  also  delves  into  the  vibrant  pinball  culture 

that  has  sprung  up  around  the  game.  From  pinball 

4



tournaments  and  leagues  to  pinball  museums  and 

conventions,  pinball  enthusiasts  have  created  a 

thriving community where they can share their love of 

the game and compete against one another. We'll also 

explore the art and music of pinball,  showcasing the 

stunning artwork that adorns pinball machines and the 

catchy tunes that accompany gameplay.

But Silver Balls - Pinballing Through America is more 

than just a history and celebration of pinball. It's also a 

practical guide for anyone who wants to learn how to 

play  the  game  or  improve  their  skills.  Pasquale  De 

Marco provides clear and concise instructions on the 

basics  of  pinball,  including how to  hold the flippers, 

control the ball,  and score points. He also shares tips 

and tricks for mastering advanced techniques, such as 

flipper tricks and bank shots.

Whether you're a seasoned pinball pro or a complete 

novice, Silver Balls -  Pinballing Through America has 

something for everyone. It's the definitive guide to the 
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world of pinball, a comprehensive exploration of this 

timeless game that continues to captivate players of all 

ages.
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Chapter 1: Pinball Primer

History of Pinball

Pinball,  a  game of  skill,  chance,  and nostalgia,  has a 

rich and storied history that spans over a century. Its 

origins  can  be  traced  back  to  the  late  19th  century, 

when  bagatelle  boards,  featuring  inclined  playing 

surfaces and spring-loaded plungers, gained popularity 

in  bars  and  amusement  arcades.  These  early  games, 

often  made  of  wood  and  featuring  simple  scoring 

systems, laid the foundation for the pinball machines 

we know today.

In the early 20th century, pinball evolved significantly 

with the introduction of electromechanical machines. 

These  machines  incorporated  electric  motors,  relays, 

and  solenoids,  allowing  for  more  complex  gameplay 

and  scoring  mechanisms.  One  of  the  pioneers  of 

electromechanical  pinball  was  Harry  Williams,  who 

founded  Williams  Manufacturing  Company  in  1943. 
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Williams'  machines,  such  as  Humpty  Dumpty  and 

Starlite,  introduced  innovative  features  like  flippers, 

bumpers, and pop-up targets, revolutionizing the game 

and capturing the imaginations of players.

The 1950s marked the golden age of pinball, with the 

rise  of  pinball  parlors  and  arcades  across  America. 

Manufacturers like Gottlieb, Bally, and D. Gottlieb & Co. 

produced  iconic  pinball  machines  that  captivated 

players with their vibrant artwork, catchy music, and 

challenging  gameplay.  Themes  ranged  from  classic 

carnival  motifs  to  popular  movies,  TV  shows,  and 

historical events, catering to a wide range of audiences.

The 1970s witnessed the advent of  solid-state pinball 

machines,  replacing  electromechanical  components 

with  electronic  circuitry.  This  technological  leap 

enabled more sophisticated gameplay,  more complex 

scoring systems, and the integration of digital displays 

and sound effects. Solid-state machines also allowed for 

the introduction of multiple flippers, ramps, and other 
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interactive  elements,  enhancing  the  overall  pinball 

experience.

The 1980s and 1990s saw the continued popularity of 

pinball, with manufacturers pushing the boundaries of 

innovation.  Dot-matrix  displays,  custom  soundtracks, 

and  themed  pinball  machines  based  on  popular 

franchises like Star Wars and The Simpsons added a 

new level of excitement and immersion to the game. 

However, the rise of home video game consoles and the 

decline of arcades in the late 1990s led to a decrease in 

the production of pinball machines.

In recent years, there has been a resurgence of interest 

in  pinball,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  dedicated  pinball 

enthusiasts, collectors, and manufacturers. New pinball 

machines are being produced, and pinball tournaments 

and leagues are attracting players of all ages. Pinball's 

enduring appeal lies in its unique blend of physical and 

mental  challenges,  its  social  and competitive aspects, 

and its ability to transport players to different worlds 
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and  eras.  Whether  it's  in  an  arcade,  a  home  game 

room, or a museum, pinball continues to captivate and 

entertain players of all generations.
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Chapter 1: Pinball Primer

Basic Components of a Pinball Machine

The  pinball  machine  is  a  complex  and  fascinating 

device,  and  understanding  its  basic  components  is 

essential for anyone who wants to learn how to play or 

repair the game.

At the heart of the pinball machine is the playfield, a 

sloped  surface  covered  with  various  obstacles, 

bumpers,  and  targets.  The  playfield  is  where  the 

pinball is launched and where most of the action takes 

place.

The pinball is a small, metal ball that is propelled into 

the  playfield  by  a  plunger.  The  player  controls  the 

flippers,  two  levers  located  at  the  bottom  of  the 

playfield,  to  keep the  pinball  in  play  and to  aim for 

targets.

11



The bumpers are obstacles that the pinball bounces off 

of. Bumpers can be worth points or they can activate 

special features.

The targets are objects on the playfield that the pinball 

must  hit  in  order  to  score  points  or  activate  special 

features. Targets can be stationary or they can move, 

and they can be worth different amounts of points.

The flippers are two levers located at the bottom of the 

playfield that the player controls to keep the pinball in 

play.  The  flippers  can  be  used  to  hit  the  pinball,  to 

bounce it off of bumpers, and to aim for targets.

The score reels are located at the top of the playfield 

and they display the player's score. The score reels are 

incremented when the pinball hits targets or activates 

special features.

The special features on a pinball machine can vary, but 

they often include things like bonus multipliers, extra 
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balls, and jackpots. Special features can be activated by 

hitting certain targets or by completing certain tasks.

These  are  just  some  of  the  basic  components  of  a 

pinball  machine.  With  so  many  different  elements 

working together, it's no wonder that pinball is such a 

challenging and rewarding game.
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Chapter 1: Pinball Primer

How to Play Pinball

Pinball is a classic arcade game that has been enjoyed 

by people of all ages for over a century. The goal of the 

game is to score as many points as possible by flipping 

a metal ball around a playfield using two flippers. The 

playfield  is  typically  adorned  with  various  targets, 

bumpers, and other obstacles, which the player must 

navigate to score points and activate special features.

To begin a game of pinball, the player inserts a coin or 

token into the machine and pulls the plunger to launch 

the ball  onto the playfield. The ball  will  then bounce 

around  the  playfield,  and  the  player  will  use  the 

flippers  to  keep it  from falling  into  the  drain  at  the 

bottom of the playfield. The player can score points by 

hitting targets and bumpers, as well as by completing 

special objectives, such as lighting up all of the lights on 
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the playfield or collecting a certain number of bonus 

points.

The  flippers  are  the  most  important  tools  that  the 

player has to control the ball. The flippers are located 

at the bottom of the playfield, and they can be moved 

up and down to hit  the ball.  The player can use the 

flippers to keep the ball from falling into the drain, to 

hit  targets  and bumpers,  and to  launch the ball  into 

special lanes and features.

In addition to the flippers, there are a number of other 

controls  that  the  player  can  use  to  affect  the  ball's 

movement. These controls include the tilt mechanism, 

which can be used to gently nudge the ball in a certain 

direction, and the plunger, which can be used to launch 

the ball onto the playfield.

Pinball is a challenging and rewarding game that can 

be enjoyed by people of all ages. With a little practice, 

anyone can learn to play pinball and have a great time.
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Tips for Playing Pinball

Here are a few tips for playing pinball:

 Keep  your  eye  on  the  ball. This  may  seem 

obvious, but it's important to keep your eye on 

the ball at all times. This will help you to react 

quickly to its movements and to avoid losing it 

down the drain.

 Use the flippers wisely. The flippers  are your 

most important tools for controlling the ball. Use 

them to keep the ball from falling into the drain, 

to hit targets and bumpers, and to launch the ball 

into special lanes and features.

 Don't  be  afraid  to  tilt  the  machine. The  tilt 

mechanism can be used to gently nudge the ball 

in  a  certain  direction.  This  can  be  helpful  for 

getting the ball  out of tight spots or for hitting 

difficult targets.

16



 Use  the  plunger  wisely. The  plunger  can  be 

used to  launch the ball  onto the playfield.  The 

strength  of  the  launch will  determine  how far 

the  ball  will  travel.  Experiment  with  different 

strengths to see what works best for you.

 Have fun! Pinball  is a game, so don't forget to 

have fun. Relax and enjoy yourself, and you'll be 

sure to have a good time. 
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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