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Introduction

William Wallace, a pioneer in Canadian aviation, left 

an indelible mark on the history of flight. Born in 1895 

in  Montreal,  Quebec,  Wallace's  passion  for  aviation 

began at an early age. He built his first aircraft in 1910 

and soloed in 1911, becoming one of the first Canadians 

to fly.

Wallace's pioneering spirit led him to explore the vast 

and unforgiving Canadian North. He made numerous 

flights into remote and uncharted territories, mapping 

and  surveying  the  land,  and  delivering  supplies  and 

mail  to  isolated  communities.  His  contributions  to 

Arctic exploration were also significant, as he flew over 
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the  frozen  North,  making  valuable  discoveries  and 

observations.

During  the  First  World  War,  Wallace  served  as  an 

instructor,  training  fighter  pilots  and  navigators.  He 

later  commanded No.  2  Observer School,  responsible 

for  training  aircrew  for  the  Royal  Flying  Corps. 

Wallace's  wartime  experiences  honed  his  skills  and 

leadership abilities,  preparing him for the challenges 

that lay ahead.

After  the  war,  Wallace  returned  to  civilian  life  and 

dedicated himself to developing commercial aviation in 

Canada. He played a key role in establishing new air 

routes and promoting air travel. As Superintendent of 

Canadian  Airways  and  later  as  Director  of  Northern 

Development,  Wallace  oversaw  the  growth  and 

development  of  the  aviation  industry  in  Canada, 

particularly in the remote and undeveloped regions of 

the North.
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Wallace's  lifelong  dedication  to  aviation  earned  him 

recognition  and  accolades.  He  received  numerous 

awards and honors, including the Order of Canada, the 

highest civilian honor in the country. His legacy as a 

pioneer and innovator in Canadian aviation continues 

to inspire generations of aviators.

William Wallace's  contributions to Canadian aviation 

are  immeasurable.  His  pioneering  spirit, 

determination,  and  passion  for  flying  left  a  lasting 

impact on the development of aviation in Canada and 

beyond. His story is a testament to the human spirit's 

ability to overcome challenges, explore new frontiers, 

and make a lasting difference in the world.
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Book Description

William  Wallace  was  a  true  pioneer  in  Canadian 

aviation,  a  man  whose  passion  for  flying  and 

dedication to exploring new frontiers left an indelible 

mark on the development of aviation in Canada.

Born in Montreal  in 1895,  Wallace's  fascination with 

aviation began at an early age. He built his first aircraft 

in 1910 and soloed the following year, becoming one of 

the first Canadians to fly. His pioneering spirit led him 

to  explore the vast  and unforgiving Canadian North, 

where  he  made  numerous  flights  into  remote  and 

uncharted territories, mapping and surveying the land, 

and  delivering  supplies  and  mail  to  isolated 

communities.

During  the  First  World  War,  Wallace  served  as  an 

instructor,  training  fighter  pilots  and  navigators.  He 

later  commanded No.  2  Observer School,  responsible 

for  training  aircrew  for  the  Royal  Flying  Corps. 
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Wallace's  wartime  experiences  honed  his  skills  and 

leadership abilities,  preparing him for the challenges 

that lay ahead.

After  the  war,  Wallace  returned  to  civilian  life  and 

dedicated himself to developing commercial aviation in 

Canada. He played a key role in establishing new air 

routes and promoting air travel. As Superintendent of 

Canadian  Airways  and  later  as  Director  of  Northern 

Development,  Wallace  oversaw  the  growth  and 

development  of  the  aviation  industry  in  Canada, 

particularly in the remote and undeveloped regions of 

the North.

Wallace's  lifelong  dedication  to  aviation  earned  him 

recognition  and  accolades.  He  received  numerous 

awards and honors, including the Order of Canada, the 

highest civilian honor in the country. His legacy as a 

pioneer and innovator in Canadian aviation continues 

to inspire generations of aviators.
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A Canadian Pioneer in Aviation: The Untold Story of 

William "Wings" Wallace tells the remarkable story of 

William  Wallace,  a  man  who  dedicated  his  life  to 

exploring the skies and connecting the vast and diverse 

regions  of  Canada.  Through  his  pioneering  flights, 

wartime service, and leadership in the development of 

commercial  aviation,  Wallace  played  a  vital  role  in 

shaping the history of Canadian aviation. His story is a 

testament  to  the  human  spirit's  ability  to  overcome 

challenges,  embrace  adventure,  and  make  a  lasting 

impact on the world. 
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Chapter 1: A Pioneer's Wings

The early life of William Wallace

William  Wallace  was  born  on  July  23,  1895,  in 

Montreal,  Quebec,  Canada.  His  father,  John  Wallace, 

was a successful businessman, and his mother,  Mary 

Wallace, was a homemaker. William was the eldest of 

three children, with two younger sisters, Margaret and 

Helen.

From a young age, William displayed a keen interest in 

aviation. He built his first model airplane at the age of 

10 and was fascinated by the stories of early aviators 

such as the Wright brothers and Louis Blériot. In 1910, 

at the age of 15, William built his first full-size aircraft, 

a glider that he flew off the roof of his family's barn.

Wallace's passion for aviation continued to grow, and 

in 1911, he enrolled in the Curtiss Aviation School in 

Hammondsport,  New  York.  He  soloed  after  just  six 
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hours of instruction, and within a year, he had earned 

his pilot's license.

Wallace's  early  flying  experiences  were  often 

dangerous  and  challenging.  He  flew  in  open-cockpit 

aircraft with no radio or navigation equipment, and he 

often had to land in rough and remote areas. However, 

his  determination  and skill  as  a  pilot  helped him to 

overcome these challenges.

In  1914,  Wallace  returned  to  Canada  and  began 

working as a barnstorming pilot. He traveled across the 

country,  giving  flying  exhibitions  and  taking 

passengers  for  rides.  Wallace's  barnstorming  career 

was successful, and he quickly gained a reputation as 

one of Canada's most skilled and daring aviators.

In  1917,  Wallace  joined  the  Royal  Flying  Corps  and 

served  as  a  flight  instructor  during  the  First  World 

War.  He  trained  hundreds  of  pilots,  many  of  whom 

went  on  to  become  successful  aviators  themselves. 

Wallace's  contributions  to  the  war  effort  were 
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significant, and he was awarded the Military Cross for 

his bravery and leadership.
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Chapter 1: A Pioneer's Wings

Wallace's passion for aviation

William  Wallace's  passion  for  aviation  began  at  an 

early age. Growing up in Montreal, he was fascinated 

by the sight of airplanes flying overhead. He built his 

first model airplane at the age of 12 and spent countless 

hours studying aviation magazines and books.

At the age of 16, Wallace took his first flying lesson. He 

was hooked from the moment he took the controls. He 

went on to solo a year later, becoming one of the first 

Canadians to fly.

Wallace's passion for aviation was not just about flying 

itself.  He  was  also  fascinated  by  the  technology  of 

airplanes  and  the  potential  of  aviation  to  transform 

society.  He believed that  aviation could bring people 

together and make the world a smaller place.

Wallace's  passion  for  aviation  led  him  to  pursue  a 

career in the field. He worked as a flight instructor, a 
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barnstormer, and a commercial pilot. He also founded 

his own aviation company, which provided a variety of 

services, including flight training, air shows, and aerial 

photography.

Wallace's  passion  for  aviation  never  waned.  He 

continued  to  fly  throughout  his  life,  even  after  he 

retired  from  commercial  flying.  He  was  a  strong 

advocate  for  aviation  safety  and  education,  and  he 

mentored many young people who went on to become 

successful aviators.

William Wallace's  passion for aviation was a driving 

force in his life. It led him to achieve great things and to 

make a lasting contribution to the field of aviation.
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Chapter 1: A Pioneer's Wings

His first flights and experiences

William  Wallace's  passion  for  aviation  began  at  an 

early  age.  Growing  up  in  Montreal,  Quebec,  he  was 

fascinated by the sight of airplanes flying overhead. In 

1910, at the age of 15, he built his first aircraft, a glider, 

and taught himself to fly it.

Wallace's first powered flight came in 1911, when he 

was 16 years old. He purchased a Curtiss Jenny aircraft 

and took  it  up  for  a  solo  flight.  The  experience  was 

exhilarating, and Wallace was hooked on flying from 

that moment on.

In the years that followed, Wallace continued to fly and 

gain  experience.  He  worked  as  a  barnstormer, 

performing aerial stunts at air shows and county fairs. 

He also flew as a bush pilot in the remote regions of 

northern  Canada,  delivering  supplies  and  mail  to 

isolated communities.
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Wallace's  early  flying  experiences  were  often 

dangerous  and  challenging.  He  flew  in  all  types  of 

weather conditions, and he often had to land his plane 

in rough and remote terrain. But Wallace was a skilled 

and  determined  pilot,  and  he  never  gave  up  on  his 

dream of flying.

By  the  outbreak  of  the  First  World  War  in  1914, 

Wallace was a seasoned pilot with hundreds of hours 

of  flying  experience.  He  immediately  volunteered  to 

serve his country as a military aviator. Wallace's skills 

and experience made him a valuable asset to the Royal 

Flying Corps, and he quickly rose through the ranks.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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