
Cattle, Pigs, Goats, Sheep, and Horses: 

Raising Them Well

Introduction

Keeping  livestock  healthy  is  crucial  for  farmers  and 

homesteaders  alike.  This  comprehensive  guide  will 

equip  you  with  the  knowledge  and  skills  to  raise 

healthy and productive cattle,  pigs,  goats,  sheep,  and 

horses. From providing proper housing and nutrition 

to managing diseases and handling animals safely, this 

book covers everything you need to know to succeed in 

livestock farming.

Whether you're a seasoned farmer or just starting out, 

this book will be an invaluable resource. You'll  learn 

about  the  latest  advances  in  livestock  management, 

including genetic selection, reproductive technologies, 

and precision farming. With practical advice and real-
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world examples, this book will help you maximize your 

livestock's  health  and  productivity  while  minimizing 

costs and risks.

In this book, you will discover:

 How  to  choose  the  right  housing  and 

environment for your animals

 The  nutritional  requirements  of  different 

livestock species and how to formulate balanced 

rations

 Common diseases and health issues in livestock 

and how to prevent and treat them

 Best  practices  for  breeding  and  genetics, 

including selecting breeding stock and managing 

reproduction

 Safe handling and transportation techniques to 

ensure animal welfare

 Environmental  management  strategies  to 

minimize waste and protect the environment
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 Marketing  and  sales  techniques  to  maximize 

profits and reach your target customers

Written by an experienced veterinarian and livestock 

specialist, Keeping Livestock Healthy is a must-have for 

anyone  involved  in  livestock  farming.  With  in-depth 

information and practical  advice,  this  book will  help 

you  raise  healthy  and  productive  animals  while 

minimizing risks and maximizing profits.
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Book Description

This  comprehensive  guide  to  livestock  health  and 

management is an essential resource for farmers and 

homesteaders  alike.  Covering  everything  from 

providing proper  housing and nutrition to  managing 

diseases  and  handling  animals  safely,  this  book  will 

help you raise healthy and productive livestock.

With  in-depth  information  and  practical  advice,  this 

book covers all aspects of livestock farming, including:

 Housing and environment: Learn how to choose 

the  right  housing  and  environment  for  your 

animals,  ensuring  their  comfort,  health,  and 

well-being.

 Nutrition:  Understand  the  nutritional 

requirements  of  different  livestock species  and 

how to formulate balanced rations to meet their 

needs.
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 Health management: Discover common diseases 

and health issues in livestock, and learn how to 

prevent and treat them effectively.

 Breeding  and  genetics:  Get  insights  into  the 

principles  of  breeding  and  genetics,  including 

selecting  breeding  stock  and  managing 

reproduction to improve your livestock's health 

and productivity.

 Handling  and  transportation:  Learn  safe 

handling  and  transportation  techniques  to 

ensure  the  welfare  of  your  animals  during 

routine procedures and emergencies.

 Environmental  management:  Implement 

sustainable  environmental  management 

strategies  to  minimize  waste,  protect  the 

environment, and ensure the long-term health of 

your livestock operation.
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 Marketing and sales: Maximize profits and reach 

your  target  customers  by  understanding 

marketing  and sales  techniques  tailored  to  the 

livestock industry.

Written by an experienced veterinarian and livestock 

specialist,  Cattle,  Pigs,  Goats,  Sheep,  and  Horses: 

Raising Them Well is a must-have for anyone involved 

in livestock farming. With its practical advice and real-

world examples, this book will help you raise healthy 

and  productive  animals  while  minimizing  risks  and 

maximizing profits. 
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Chapter 1: Shelter and Housing

Choosing the Right Housing for Your Animals

When choosing housing for  your livestock,  there are 

several  important  factors  to  consider  to  ensure  the 

health  and  well-being  of  your  animals.  The  type  of 

housing  you  choose  will  depend  on  the  species  of 

animal you are raising, the climate in your area, and 

the size of your operation.

Climate: The climate in your area will  play a  major 

role in determining the type of housing you need for 

your livestock.  If  you live in a cold climate,  you will 

need to provide your animals with shelter that is well-

insulated and protected from the wind. In hot climates, 

you will need to provide your animals with shade and 

ventilation to keep them cool.

Animal  species: The  type  of  animal  you are  raising 

will  also  determine  the  type  of  housing  you  need. 

Cattle, for example, need a larger shelter than pigs or 
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goats. Horses need a well-drained paddock with access 

to pasture or hay.

Size of operation: The size of your operation will also 

affect the type of housing you need. If you have a large 

number of animals, you will need to provide them with 

more space than if you have just a few animals.

Types of housing: There are many different types of 

housing available for livestock, including barns, sheds, 

and  lean-tos.  The  type  of  housing  you  choose  will 

depend on your specific needs.

Barns: Barns  are  typically  enclosed  structures  that 

provide  protection  from  the  elements.  They  can  be 

made of  wood,  metal,  or  concrete.  Barns  are  a  good 

option for large operations or for animals that need to 

be protected from the cold.

Sheds: Sheds  are  similar  to  barns,  but  they  are 

typically smaller and not as well-insulated. They are a 
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good option for animals that need protection from the 

sun or rain.

Lean-tos: Lean-tos are simple structures that consist of 

a roof supported by posts. They are a good option for 

animals that need protection from the elements but do 

not need to be enclosed.

Other  considerations: In  addition  to  the  type  of 

housing,  there  are  several  other  factors  to  consider 

when choosing housing for your livestock, including:

 Ventilation: Your  livestock  will  need  to  have 

access to fresh air. Make sure that your housing 

has adequate ventilation to prevent the buildup 

of harmful gases.

 Drainage: Your housing should be well-drained 

to prevent the buildup of moisture. Moisture can 

lead to health problems for your animals.

 Space: Your livestock will need to have enough 

space  to  move around comfortably.  Make sure 

that  your  housing  is  large  enough  to 
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accommodate  the  number  of  animals  you  are 

raising.

Choosing  the  right  housing  for  your  livestock  is  an 

important  decision.  By  considering  the  factors 

discussed above, you can choose housing that will meet 

the needs of your animals and help them thrive.
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Chapter 1: Shelter and Housing

Ventilation and Temperature Control

Ensuring proper ventilation and temperature control is 

crucial  for  the  health  and  well-being  of  livestock. 

Adequate ventilation removes harmful gases, moisture, 

and  dust  from  animal  housing,  creating  a  healthier 

environment  and  reducing  the  risk  of  respiratory 

problems. Maintaining the right temperature range for 

each  species  is  equally  important,  as  extreme 

temperatures  can  cause  discomfort,  stress,  and  even 

death.

Ventilation Systems

Proper  ventilation  involves  designing  and  operating 

systems that provide fresh air while removing stale air 

and  contaminants.  There  are  two  main  types  of 

ventilation systems used in livestock housing: natural 

ventilation and mechanical ventilation.
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Natural  ventilation  relies  on  natural  forces  such  as 

wind and temperature differences to circulate air. It is 

typically achieved through open windows, doors, and 

vents.  This  method  is  cost-effective  and  energy-

efficient,  but  it  can  be  less  effective  in  controlling 

temperature  and  humidity  during  extreme  weather 

conditions.

Mechanical ventilation uses fans or blowers to control 

the airflow rate and temperature. This system provides 

more consistent  ventilation and temperature control, 

but it requires electricity and can be more expensive to 

install and operate.

Temperature Management

Livestock  have  a  specific  temperature  range  within 

which  they  can  maintain  their  body  temperature 

without  expending  excessive  energy.  When 

temperatures  fall  outside  this  range,  animals  may 

experience heat stress or cold stress.
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Heat  stress  occurs  when  the  ambient  temperature 

exceeds  the  animal's  comfort  zone.  It  can  lead  to 

reduced  feed  intake,  weight  loss,  and  increased 

susceptibility  to  diseases.  Providing shade,  increasing 

air  circulation,  and  offering  water  can  help  mitigate 

heat stress.

Cold stress occurs when the ambient temperature falls 

below  the  animal's  comfort  zone.  It  can  cause 

shivering,  reduced feed intake,  and increased energy 

expenditure.  Providing  insulation,  windbreaks,  and 

warm bedding can help prevent cold stress.

Monitoring and Control

Monitoring temperature and humidity levels is crucial 

for ensuring the well-being of livestock. Thermometers 

and  hygrometers  can  be  used  to  measure  these 

parameters.  Automated  systems  can  be  installed  to 

control ventilation and heating/cooling systems based 

on the monitored values.
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By implementing effective ventilation and temperature 

control  strategies,  livestock  producers  can  create  a 

comfortable  and  healthy  environment  for  their 

animals, leading to improved health, productivity, and 

profitability.
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Chapter 1: Shelter and Housing

Lighting for Animal Health

Artificial  lighting  has  revolutionized  animal 

production,  allowing  farmers  to  control  the 

photoperiod  and  light  intensity  to  improve  growth, 

reproduction,  and  overall  health  in  livestock.  The 

optimal  lighting  regimen  varies  depending  on  the 

species, breed, and production goals.

Cattle, for instance, require 14-16 hours of light per day 

for  optimal  milk  production.  Dairy  farms  often  use 

artificial  lighting to extend the daylight hours during 

winter  months,  leading  to  increased  milk  yield  and 

milk quality. Conversely, shortening the light exposure 

to  8-10 hours per day can reduce milk production if 

desired.

Lighting also plays a crucial role in poultry production. 

Controlled  lighting  programs  can  maximize  egg 

production,  improve  feed  conversion  ratios,  and 
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reduce stress in laying hens. By manipulating the light 

intensity,  duration,  and  color,  farmers  can  stimulate 

egg  production,  synchronize  molting,  and  enhance 

fertility.

In  swine  production,  lighting  can  positively  impact 

growth  rate,  feed  intake,  and  reproductive 

performance.  Proper  lighting  can  improve  piglet 

survival rates, reduce aggression and cannibalism, and 

enhance  overall  welfare.  Notably,  blue-spectrum 

lighting  has  been  shown  to  reduce  aggression  and 

stress in pigs.

Adequate  lighting  is  equally  important  for  goat  and 

sheep  production.  It  influences  their  growth, 

reproduction, and overall well-being. Natural daylight 

is  preferred, but artificial  lighting can supplement or 

extend  daylight  hours  when  necessary.  Providing  a 

well-lit environment can increase feed intake, improve 

weight  gain,  and  enhance  reproductive  efficiency  in 

these species.
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In  addition  to  the  species-specific  requirements, 

lighting can influence animal health in general. Proper 

lighting  can  prevent  injuries,  reduce  stress,  and 

enhance  visual  acuity  and  behavior.  It  can  improve 

animal welfare, reduce disease incidence, and increase 

overall productivity.

Overall, lighting is a vital factor in livestock production. 

By  understanding  the  lighting  requirements  of 

different  species  and  implementing  appropriate 

lighting regimens, farmers can optimize animal health, 

productivity, and welfare.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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