
An American Courtship in the South of 

France

Introduction

When the opportunity arose for us to spend a month in 

the  South  of  France,  my  husband  and  I  were 

immediately  smitten  by  the  idea.  We  had  always 

dreamed of experiencing the charm and allure of this 

beautiful region, and the chance to immerse ourselves 

in its culture and way of life was simply irresistible.

Little did we know that this idyllic escape would turn 

out  to  be  so  much  more  than  a  vacation.  It  was  a 

transformative journey that would forever change our 

perspective on life, love, and the pursuit of happiness.

As we settled into our enchanting villa, nestled amidst 

rolling  hills  and  vineyards,  we  were  embraced  by  a 

sense  of  peace  and  tranquility  that  we  had  never 
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experienced before. The locals welcomed us with open 

arms, sharing their stories, traditions, and a way of life 

that seemed to revolve around savoring each moment 

to the fullest.

As we explored the region, we discovered hidden gems 

at  every  turn  –  charming  villages,  bustling  markets, 

and breathtaking landscapes that seemed to have been 

painted by the hand of an artist.  We indulged in the 

local  cuisine,  delighting  in  the  flavors  of  Provencal 

dishes and the exquisite wines of the region.

But beyond the sensory pleasures, it was the people we 

met  who  truly  made  our  experience  unforgettable. 

From the wise old woman who shared her secrets of 

herbal  remedies  to  the  young  artist  who  painted 

vibrant scenes of village life, each encounter enriched 

our  understanding  of  French  culture  and  left  an 

enduring mark on our hearts.

Our month in  the South of  France was a  journey of 

discovery, both of a new land and of ourselves. It was a 
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time  of  laughter,  learning,  and  profound  personal 

growth.  As we bid farewell  to this  magical  place,  we 

carried with us not only cherished memories but also a 

newfound appreciation for the simple joys of life and 

the importance of human connection.

And so, we invite you to join us on our extraordinary 

adventure in the South of France. Through the pages of 

this  book,  we  hope  to  share  the  sights,  sounds,  and 

flavors of this enchanting region, as well as the lessons 

we learned along the way. Whether you are planning 

your own trip to Provence or simply seeking a moment 

of  escape,  we trust  that  our  experiences  will  inspire 

you to embrace the beauty of life and to live each day 

to the fullest.
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Book Description

Embark on an extraordinary journey to the heart of the 

South  of  France,  where  idyllic  landscapes,  charming 

villages,  and  vibrant  culture  intertwine  to  create  an 

enchanting experience.

In this captivating book, Pasquale De Marco takes you 

on an unforgettable adventure through the picturesque 

region of Provence. From the sun-kissed beaches of the 

Côte  d'Azur  to  the  rolling  hills  of  the  countryside, 

discover hidden gems and uncover the secrets of this 

beloved destination.

Immerse yourself in the local way of life as you explore 

bustling markets, savor delectable cuisine, and engage 

with  the  friendly  locals.  Discover  the  region's  rich 

history  and  heritage,  from  ancient  Roman  ruins  to 

medieval villages perched atop hilltops.

But  beyond the tourist  attractions,  this  book offers a 

deeper  exploration  of  the  essence  of  Provence. 
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Pasquale De Marco shares personal anecdotes, cultural 

insights, and practical tips to help you make the most of 

your own journey. Learn about the art of "joie de vivre" 

and embrace the simple pleasures of life.

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  traveler  or  an  armchair 

adventurer, this book will transport you to the heart of 

the  South  of  France.  Through  vivid  descriptions, 

stunning  photography,  and  heartwarming  stories, 

you'll  experience the magic of this enchanting region 

and  return  home  with  a  newfound  appreciation  for 

life's simple joys.

Escape  to  the  South  of  France  with  this  captivating 

book  and  discover  the  beauty,  culture,  and 

unforgettable  moments  that  await  you  in  this 

enchanting destination.
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Chapter 1: From Dream to Reality

Discovering the Enchanting Villa

Nestled  amidst  rolling  hills  and  vineyards,  our 

enchanting villa seemed like a dream come true. We 

had  stumbled  upon  it  quite  by  accident,  during  an 

online  search  for  vacation  rentals  in  the  South  of 

France.  The  listing  had  promised  a  secluded  retreat 

with stunning views, and it had not disappointed.

As we drove up the winding driveway, we were greeted 

by a charming stone facade adorned with climbing ivy 

and vibrant bougainvillea.  The air was fragrant with 

the scent of lavender and rosemary, carried by a gentle 

breeze that rustled through the olive trees.

Stepping  inside,  we  were  immediately  captivated  by 

the villa's rustic elegance. Exposed wooden beams and 

stone walls created a warm and inviting atmosphere, 

while large windows flooded the rooms with natural 

light.  The  furnishings  were  a  blend  of  antique  and 
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modern  pieces,  carefully  chosen  to  complement  the 

villa's unique character.

We spent hours exploring our new home, discovering 

hidden nooks and crannies at every turn. There was a 

cozy  library  stocked with  classic  French literature,  a 

sun-drenched terrace perfect for al fresco dining, and a 

spacious  living  room  with  a  crackling  fireplace  for 

chilly evenings.

But it was the view from the master bedroom that truly 

took our breath away. Floor-to-ceiling windows framed 

a panoramic vista of the surrounding countryside, with 

rolling hills, vineyards, and the distant glimmer of the 

Mediterranean Sea.

As we settled into our new surroundings, we couldn't 

help  but  feel  a  sense  of  immense gratitude.  We had 

found not just a vacation rental, but a true sanctuary 

where  we  could  relax,  recharge,  and  create  lasting 

memories.
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Chapter 1: From Dream to Reality

Embracing a New Adventure

Embarking on a new adventure in the South of France 

was like stepping into a world of endless possibilities. 

As  we  arrived  at  our  charming  villa,  nestled  amidst 

rolling hills and vineyards, we couldn't help but feel a 

surge of excitement and anticipation.

This  was  a  dream  come  true,  a  chance  to  immerse 

ourselves in a culture that had always captivated our 

imagination.  We  were  eager  to  explore  the  region's 

picturesque villages,  savor its  delectable  cuisine,  and 

soak up the beauty of the Mediterranean coastline.

But beyond the familiar allure of Provence,  we were 

also  open  to  the  unexpected,  the  hidden  gems  that 

awaited us off the beaten path. We wanted to discover 

the authentic heart of this enchanting land, to connect 

with its people, and to learn from their unique way of 

life.
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As we ventured out into the surrounding countryside, 

we  were  greeted  by  a  tapestry  of  colors  and  scents. 

Sunflowers  stood  tall  like  golden  sentinels,  their 

cheerful faces turned towards the sun. Lavender fields 

stretched out  before us,  their  delicate  purple  blooms 

releasing a heady fragrance that filled the air.

We stumbled upon quaint villages perched atop hills, 

their narrow cobblestone streets lined with charming 

boutiques and inviting cafes. We chatted with friendly 

locals who shared stories of their lives and traditions, 

and we discovered hidden gems like secret gardens and 

ancient churches.

Each new experience was a reminder that we were in a 

land of rich history and vibrant culture. We embraced 

the adventure with open hearts and a sense of wonder, 

ready to discover all that the South of France had to 

offer.
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Chapter 1: From Dream to Reality

Overcoming Language Barriers

For two Americans like us, landing in the heart of the 

South of  France was like  stepping into  a  whole  new 

world. While we had a basic understanding of French 

from our high school classes, we quickly realized that 

real-world  communication  was  a  different  beast 

altogether.

At  first,  even  the  simplest  tasks  seemed  daunting. 

Ordering a baguette at the local bakery or asking for 

directions to the nearest market proved to be hilarious 

adventures in miscommunication. We relied heavily on 

gestures, facial expressions, and the occasional shared 

laugh to bridge the language gap.

One particularly memorable incident occurred during 

our visit to a local market. We were eager to try some 

of the region's famous cheeses, but our limited French 

vocabulary  left  us  at  the  mercy  of  the  friendly 
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cheesemonger.  After  several  failed  attempts  to 

communicate our preferences, we resorted to pointing 

at different cheeses and hoping for the best.

To  our  surprise,  the  cheesemonger  seemed  to 

understand  our  predicament  and  responded  with  a 

wide smile. He patiently took the time to explain the 

different types of cheeses,  using hand gestures and a 

few  English  words.  We  ended  up  with  a  delicious 

assortment  of  cheeses,  along  with  a  newfound 

appreciation  for  the  kindness  and  patience  of  the 

locals.

Our  language  barrier  also  led  to  some  unexpected 

moments of humor. Once, while trying to ask for the 

restroom  at  a  café,  we  accidentally  asked  for  a 

"toilette,"  which  in  French  refers  to  a  woman's 

restroom. The laughter and amused glances from the 

other patrons were enough to make us blush furiously.

However,  these  challenges  eventually  turned  into 

opportunities for growth and connection. As we spent 
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more  time  in  the  community,  we  made  a  conscious 

effort to learn basic French phrases and expressions. 

We  attended  local  language  classes,  chatted  with 

friendly  locals,  and  immersed  ourselves  in  the  local 

culture.

Slowly but  surely,  our language skills  improved,  and 

we  found  ourselves  able  to  communicate  more 

effectively with the people around us. We discovered 

that a smile, a gesture, or a genuine attempt to speak 

their  language  could  go  a  long  way  in  bridging  the 

cultural divide.

Our  journey  in  the  South  of  France  taught  us  that 

language  is  more  than  just  words;  it's  a  gateway  to 

understanding a different culture and connecting with 

people from all  walks of  life.  While our French may 

never  be  perfect,  the  memories  and  friendships  we 

made during our time there are priceless.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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