
Arguments in Our Daily Lives

Introduction

In a world awash with information and opinions, the 

ability  to  reason  and  argue  effectively  has  become 

more critical than ever. Arguments in Our Daily Lives 

equips readers with the tools they need to navigate this 

complex  landscape,  arming  them  with  the  skills  to 

evaluate  arguments,  construct  sound arguments,  and 

engage in productive dialogue.

This  comprehensive  guide  delves  into  the  nature  of 

reasoning and argumentation, exploring the different 

types of arguments, their structures, and the fallacies 

that can undermine them. Readers will  learn how to 

identify  the  main  points  of  an  argument,  evaluate 

evidence, recognize assumptions, detect bias, and draw 

sound conclusions.
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Beyond theory, Arguments in Our Daily Lives provides 

practical guidance on constructing effective arguments. 

Readers  will  discover  how  to  choose  a  topic,  gather 

evidence, organize their thoughts, and write persuasive 

arguments.  They will  also learn how to present their 

arguments effectively in various settings, from formal 

debates to everyday conversations.

The  book  explores  the  role  of  argumentation  in 

different spheres of life,  from politics and law to the 

workplace and personal relationships. It examines the 

challenges and opportunities of arguing in the digital 

age and the importance of argumentation in promoting 

social change.

Arguments  in  Our  Daily  Lives  is  an  indispensable 

resource  for  anyone  who  wants  to  improve  their 

reasoning and argumentation skills. Whether you're a 

student, a professional, or simply someone who wants 

to  be  more  informed  and  persuasive,  this  book  will 
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provide you with the knowledge and skills you need to 

succeed in today's world.

As  we  navigate  an  increasingly  complex  and 

interconnected world, the ability to reason and argue 

effectively has become paramount. Arguments in Our 

Daily Lives empowers readers to engage in meaningful 

dialogue,  make informed decisions,  and advocate for 

their beliefs with confidence.
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Book Description

Arguments in Our Daily Lives is a comprehensive guide 

to  reasoning  and  argumentation,  providing  readers 

with  the  tools  they  need  to  navigate  the  complex 

landscape  of  information  and  opinions  in  today's 

world.  This book delves into the nature of  reasoning 

and  argumentation,  exploring  the  different  types  of 

arguments, their structures, and the fallacies that can 

undermine them. Readers will learn how to identify the 

main  points  of  an  argument,  evaluate  evidence, 

recognize  assumptions,  detect  bias,  and  draw  sound 

conclusions.

Beyond theory, Arguments in Our Daily Lives provides 

practical guidance on constructing effective arguments. 

Readers  will  discover  how  to  choose  a  topic,  gather 

evidence, organize their thoughts, and write persuasive 

arguments.  They will  also learn how to present their 

arguments effectively in various settings, from formal 

debates to everyday conversations.
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The  book  explores  the  role  of  argumentation  in 

different spheres of life,  from politics and law to the 

workplace and personal relationships. It examines the 

challenges and opportunities of arguing in the digital 

age and the importance of argumentation in promoting 

social change.

Arguments in Our Daily Lives is an essential resource 

for anyone who wants to improve their reasoning and 

argumentation  skills.  Whether  you're  a  student,  a 

professional, or simply someone who wants to be more 

informed and persuasive,  this  book will  provide you 

with the knowledge and skills you need to succeed in 

today's world.

In an increasingly complex and interconnected world, 

the  ability  to  reason  and  argue  effectively  is  more 

critical  than  ever.  Arguments  in  Our  Daily  Lives 

empowers readers to engage in meaningful  dialogue, 

make informed decisions, and advocate for their beliefs 

with confidence.
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With  clear  explanations,  engaging  examples,  and 

practical exercises, Arguments in Our Daily Lives is the 

ultimate  guide  to  becoming  a  more  effective 

communicator and critical thinker.
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Chapter  1:  Reasoning  and 

Argumentation

The Nature of Reasoning

Reasoning  is  the  process  of  using  logic  to  form 

judgments  and  conclusions.  It  is  the  ability  to  think 

critically and rationally about information in order to 

make  sense  of  the  world  around  us.  Reasoning  is  a 

fundamental  human  skill  that  allows  us  to  solve 

problems,  make  decisions,  and  learn  from  our 

experiences.

There are two main types of reasoning: deductive and 

inductive.  Deductive  reasoning  starts  with  a  general 

statement  and uses  evidence  to  support  it.  Inductive 

reasoning  starts  with  specific  observations  and  uses 

them to make a general conclusion.

Deductive reasoning is often used in mathematics and 

science.  For  example,  the  statement  "All  men  are 

mortal"  is  a  general  statement.  If  we  know  that 
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Socrates is a man, we can use deductive reasoning to 

conclude that Socrates is mortal.

Inductive reasoning is often used in everyday life. For 

example, if we see that the sun has risen every day for 

our  entire  lives,  we  can  use  inductive  reasoning  to 

conclude that the sun will rise tomorrow.

Both deductive and inductive reasoning can be used to 

form  valid  conclusions.  However,  it  is  important  to 

note  that  inductive  reasoning  is  not  always  reliable. 

This  is  because  the  conclusion  of  an  inductive 

argument is based on probability, not certainty.

In addition to deductive and inductive reasoning, there 

are  also  other  types  of  reasoning,  such as  abductive 

reasoning  and  analogical  reasoning.  Abductive 

reasoning is the process of forming a hypothesis based 

on  limited  evidence.  Analogical  reasoning  is  the 

process  of  comparing  two similar  things  in  order  to 

draw a conclusion about one of them.
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Reasoning is a complex and multifaceted process. It is a 

skill that can be learned and improved with practice. 

By  developing  our  reasoning  skills,  we  can  become 

more effective problem solvers, decision makers, and 

learners.
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Chapter  1:  Reasoning  and 

Argumentation

The Structure of Arguments

The structure of an argument is the way in which its 

parts are arranged to support the conclusion. A well-

structured argument is easy to follow and understand, 

and  it  makes  it  more  likely  that  the  audience  will 

accept the conclusion.

There  are  many  different  ways  to  structure  an 

argument, but some of the most common include:

 Deductive  arguments: Deductive  arguments 

start  with  a  general  statement  and  then  use 

evidence to support that statement. For example:

General  statement: All  dogs  are  mammals. 

Evidence: My pet  dog,  Buddy,  is  a  mammal. 

Conclusion: Therefore, Buddy is a dog.
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 Inductive arguments: Inductive arguments start 

with  specific  evidence  and  then  use  that 

evidence  to  make  a  general  statement.  For 

example:

Evidence: I  have  seen  three  black  crows. 

Conclusion: Therefore, all crows are black.

 Analogical  arguments: Analogical  arguments 

compare two similar things and then argue that 

what is true of one is also true of the other. For 

example:

Comparison: The  heart  is  like  a  pump. 

Conclusion: Therefore, the heart pumps blood.

The structure of an argument is important because it 

affects the argument's strength and persuasiveness. A 

well-structured  argument  is  more  likely  to  be 

convincing than an argument that is poorly structured.

In  addition  to  the  overall  structure  of  an  argument, 

there  are  also  specific  elements  that  are  common to 

many arguments. These elements include:
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 The claim: The claim is the main point that the 

arguer is trying to prove.

 The evidence: The evidence is the information 

that the arguer uses to support the claim.

 The  reasoning: The  reasoning  is  the  way  in 

which the arguer  connects  the evidence to  the 

claim.

 The  conclusion: The  conclusion  is  the  final 

statement of the argument, which is based on the 

evidence and reasoning.

By understanding the structure of arguments, you can 

become  a  more  effective  arguer  and  evaluator  of 

arguments. You will be able to identify the main points 

of an argument, evaluate the evidence, and determine 

whether the conclusion is valid.
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Chapter  1:  Reasoning  and 

Argumentation

Deductive and Inductive Arguments

Deductive  and  inductive  arguments  are  two 

fundamental types of arguments that play a crucial role 

in our reasoning and decision-making processes.

Deductive arguments proceed from general statements 

to  specific  conclusions,  following  a  logical  structure 

where  the  conclusion  is  necessarily  implied  by  the 

premises. In other words, if the premises are true, the 

conclusion must also be true. Deductive arguments are 

often used in mathematics,  logic,  and science,  where 

they  provide  a  solid  foundation  for  drawing 

conclusions based on established facts or principles.

Inductive arguments, on the other hand, proceed from 

specific observations to general conclusions, relying on 

patterns and evidence to support their claims. Unlike 

deductive  arguments,  inductive  arguments  do  not 
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guarantee  the  truth  of  the  conclusion,  but  they  can 

provide  strong  evidence  in  favor  of  it.  Inductive 

arguments are commonly used in everyday reasoning, 

scientific  research,  and  decision-making,  where  we 

draw  conclusions  based  on  our  experiences  and 

observations.

Examples of Deductive Arguments:

 All men are mortal. (Premise)

 Socrates is a man. (Premise)

 Therefore, Socrates is mortal. (Conclusion)

 If it rains, the grass gets wet. (Premise)

 It is raining. (Premise)

 Therefore, the grass is wet. (Conclusion)

Examples of Inductive Arguments:

 I  have  seen  many  swans  that  are  white. 

(Observation)
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 Therefore, all swans are white. (Conclusion)

 Every time I have studied hard for a test, I have 

gotten a good grade. (Observation)

 Therefore, if I study hard for the next test, I will 

get a good grade. (Conclusion)

Deductive  and  inductive  arguments  serve  different 

purposes and have their own strengths and limitations. 

Deductive  arguments  provide  certainty  and  logical 

necessity, while inductive arguments provide evidence 

and support for a conclusion. Both types of arguments 

are essential tools for reasoning effectively and making 

informed decisions in our daily lives.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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