
The Modern Privacy Paradigm

Introduction

The  erosion  of  privacy  is  one  of  the  most  pressing 

issues facing our society today. Advances in technology 

have  made  it  easier  than  ever  for  governments  and 

corporations  to  collect  and  track  our  personal  data. 

This  data  can  be  used  to  target  us  with  advertising, 

manipulate our behavior, and even deny us access to 

essential services.

The loss of privacy has a profound impact on our lives. 

It can make us feel vulnerable and exposed. It can lead 

to  discrimination,  harassment,  and  even  violence.  It 

can also undermine our trust  in institutions and our 

faith in democracy.

We must take action to protect our privacy. We need to 

demand  strong  privacy  laws  from  our  governments 
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and corporations. We need to educate ourselves about 

the risks of privacy erosion and take steps to protect 

our  personal  data.  And  we  need  to  support 

organizations that are fighting to defend our privacy 

rights.

The  future  of  privacy  is  uncertain.  But  one  thing  is 

clear:  we  cannot  afford  to  be  complacent.  We  must 

fight to protect our privacy, or we risk losing it forever.

Privacy is a fundamental human right. It is essential for 

our freedom, our dignity, and our democracy. We must 

not allow it to be eroded.

We must all work together to protect our privacy. We 

must  demand strong privacy laws,  educate ourselves 

about  the  risks  of  privacy  erosion,  and  support 

organizations that are fighting to defend our privacy 

rights.  Only by working together can we ensure that 

our privacy is protected for generations to come.
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Book Description

The  Modern  Privacy  Paradigm is  a  comprehensive 

guide to the erosion of privacy in the modern world. It 

explores  the  history  of  privacy,  the  challenges  to 

privacy  in  the  digital  age,  and  the  legal  and  ethical 

implications of privacy erosion.

Pasquale  De  Marco argues  that  privacy  is  a 

fundamental  human  right  that  is  essential  for  our 

freedom, our dignity, and our democracy. However, he 

shows  that  privacy  is  under  attack  from  both 

governments and corporations.

Governments are using new technologies to track our 

movements, monitor our communications, and collect 

our personal data. Corporations are using our data to 

target  us  with  advertising,  manipulate  our  behavior, 

and even deny us access to essential services.

The Modern Privacy Paradigm provides a clear and 

concise overview of the complex issue of privacy. It is 
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essential reading for anyone who is concerned about 

the future of privacy in the digital age.

Pasquale De Marco is a leading expert on privacy law 

and  technology.  He  has  written  extensively  on  the 

subject  and  has  testified  before  Congress  on  several 

occasions.  He  is  a  Fellow  of  the  American  Bar 

Foundation  and  a  member  of  the  Privacy  and  Civil 

Liberties Oversight Board.

The  Modern  Privacy  Paradigm is  a  timely  and 

important  book  that  will  help  you  understand  the 

challenges to privacy in the modern world and what 

you can do to protect your privacy. 
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Chapter 1: The Erosion of Privacy

The rise of surveillance technology

Surveillance  technology  has  become  increasingly 

sophisticated and widespread in recent years. This has 

raised concerns about the impact of this technology on 

our privacy.

One of the most concerning developments is the rise of 

facial  recognition technology.  This  technology can be 

used to track people's movements and identify them in 

real time. This could be used for legitimate purposes, 

such  as  law  enforcement  and  security.  However,  it 

could also be used for more sinister purposes, such as 

political repression and discrimination.

Another  concern  is  the  rise  of  data  mining.  This 

technology  can  be  used  to  collect  and  analyze  vast 

amounts of data about people's online activities.  This 

data can be used to create detailed profiles of people's 

interests, preferences, and behaviors. This information 

5



could  be  used  to  target  people  with  advertising, 

manipulate their behavior, or even deny them access to 

essential services.

The rise of surveillance technology is a serious threat to 

our privacy. We need to be aware of the risks of this 

technology and take steps to protect ourselves from it.

One way to protect our privacy is to be mindful of the 

information we share online. We should avoid sharing 

personal information on social media and other public 

platforms. We should also be careful about what apps 

we install on our phones and computers.

Another  way  to  protect  our  privacy  is  to  use  strong 

passwords and security measures.  We should also be 

careful about who we give our personal information to.

We also need to demand strong privacy laws from our 

governments  and  corporations.  These  laws  should 

protect our privacy from surveillance technology and 

other threats.
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The rise of surveillance technology is a challenge to our 

privacy.  But  we  can  protect  our  privacy  by  being 

mindful  of  the  information  we  share,  using  strong 

security measures, and demanding strong privacy laws.
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Chapter 1: The Erosion of Privacy

Data mining and profiling

Data mining and profiling are two of the most powerful 

tools that governments and corporations have at their 

disposal  to  track  and  monitor  our  behavior.  Data 

mining is the process of extracting patterns and trends 

from large datasets. Profiling is the process of creating 

a detailed profile of an individual based on their data.

Data mining and profiling can be used for a variety of 

purposes, including:

 Targeted advertising: Companies can use data 

mining to identify potential customers and target 

them  with  advertising  that  is  tailored  to  their 

interests.

 Personalized services: Companies can use data 

profiling to create personalized services that are 

tailored to the needs of individual users.
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 Fraud  detection: Banks  and  other  financial 

institutions  can  use  data  mining  to  detect 

fraudulent transactions.

 Law  enforcement: Law  enforcement  agencies 

can use  data  mining  to  investigate  crimes  and 

identify suspects.

However, data mining and profiling can also be used 

for more sinister purposes. For example, governments 

can use data mining to track and monitor dissidents. 

Corporations  can  use  data  profiling  to  discriminate 

against certain groups of people.

The rise of data mining and profiling has raised serious 

concerns about privacy. Many people worry that these 

technologies are being used to erode our privacy and 

undermine our freedom.

There are a number of steps that we can take to protect 

our privacy from data mining and profiling. We can:
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 Be aware of the data that we share online. We 

should  be  careful  about  what  information  we 

share on social media, websites, and other online 

platforms.

 Use strong passwords and security measures. 

We  should  use  strong  passwords  and  security 

measures  to  protect  our  online  accounts  from 

being hacked.

 Opt out of data collection programs. We can 

opt  out  of  data  collection  programs  that  are 

offered by companies and organizations.

 Support  privacy-minded  organizations. We 

can  support  organizations  that  are  fighting  to 

protect our privacy rights.

By  taking  these  steps,  we  can  help  to  protect  our 

privacy  from  the  threats  posed  by  data  mining  and 

profiling.
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Chapter 1: The Erosion of Privacy

The erosion of anonymity

Anonymity  is  essential  for  a  free  and  democratic 

society. It allows us to express ourselves without fear of 

reprisal,  to  challenge authority,  and to  hold those in 

power accountable.

But anonymity is under attack. Advances in technology 

have  made  it  easier  than  ever  for  governments  and 

corporations to track our online activity. And they are 

using  this  information  to  target  us  with  advertising, 

manipulate our behavior, and even deny us access to 

essential services.

One of the most insidious ways that anonymity is being 

eroded  is  through  the  use  of  facial  recognition 

technology. Facial recognition technology can be used 

to  identify  people  in  real  time,  even  if  they  are  not 

using their real names. This technology is being used 

by law enforcement to track down criminals, but it is 
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also  being  used  by  corporations  to  track  their 

customers.

For example, some stores are using facial recognition 

technology  to  track  customers  as  they  shop.  This 

information  can  be  used  to  target  customers  with 

personalized  advertising,  but  it  can  also  be  used  to 

track their movements and build up a detailed profile 

of their lives.

The  erosion  of  anonymity  is  a  serious  threat  to  our 

privacy  and  our  freedom.  We  must  take  action  to 

protect our anonymity, or we risk losing it forever.

Here are  some things  that  we can do to  protect  our 

anonymity:

 Use  strong  passwords  and  two-factor 

authentication to protect your online accounts.

 Use privacy-enhancing tools like VPNs and Tor to 

encrypt your online activity.
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 Be aware of the privacy settings on your social 

media accounts and only share information that 

you are comfortable with.

 Support organizations that are fighting to protect 

our privacy rights.

By  taking  these  steps,  we  can  help  to  protect  our 

anonymity and our privacy.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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