
Disaster In The Desert

Introduction

In the vast expanse of the Mediterranean Sea, a tragedy 

unfolded  during  World  War  II  that  would  leave  an 

indelible  mark  on  history.  The  sinking  of  the  HMT 

Rohna,  a  British  troopship  carrying  thousands  of 

soldiers,  sailors,  and  civilians,  stands  as  a  stark 

reminder of the devastating consequences of war and 

the fragility of human life.

As  the  HMT Rohna embarked on its  fateful  journey, 

little did those aboard know that they were sailing into 

a maelstrom of danger.  German submarines prowled 

the waters, seeking to inflict maximum damage upon 

Allied  shipping.  The  Mediterranean  Sea,  once  a 

tranquil  crossroads  of  civilizations,  had  become  a 

hostile battleground, where death lurked beneath the 

waves.
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On the morning of November 26, 1943, disaster struck. 

A German submarine,  the U-504,  unleashed a deadly 

salvo  of  torpedoes,  tearing  into  the  hull  of  the  HMT 

Rohna. In a matter of minutes, the ship was engulfed in 

flames,  sinking  rapidly  into  the  depths.  Amidst  the 

chaos and panic, hundreds of lives were lost,  leaving 

behind a trail of grief and shattered dreams.

The sinking of the HMT Rohna was not just a military 

disaster;  it  was  a  human  tragedy  of  immense 

proportions. Soldiers, sailors, and civilians from across 

the Allied nations perished in the attack, their lives cut 

short in the prime of their youth. Families were left to 

mourn  the  loss  of  loved  ones,  their  hearts  forever 

burdened by the pain of unanswered questions.

In  the  aftermath  of  the  disaster,  a  veil  of  secrecy 

descended upon the  sinking  of  the  HMT Rohna.  The 

British  government,  eager  to  maintain  morale  and 

prevent panic, suppressed news of the tragedy, leaving 

the families of the victims in a state of limbo. It was not 
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until years later that the full extent of the disaster was 

revealed, shedding light on one of the darkest chapters 

in World War II.

Today, the memory of the HMT Rohna lives on, serving 

as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made by those 

who  fought  for  freedom.  Memorials  and  ceremonies 

honor  the  victims  of  the  tragedy,  while  underwater 

exploration  and  historical  research  continue  to 

uncover the secrets of that fateful day. The story of the 

HMT  Rohna  is  a  testament  to  the  resilience  of  the 

human spirit, the indomitable will to survive, and the 

importance of preserving the memory of those who lost 

their lives in the pursuit of peace.
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Book Description

In the annals of World War II, the sinking of the HMT 

Rohna  stands  as  a  haunting  reminder  of  the 

devastating toll of war and the fragility of human life. 

This  meticulously  researched  and  gripping  account 

delves into the events surrounding this tragic disaster, 

shedding new light on one of the most underreported 

maritime tragedies in history.

On that fateful day in November 1943, the HMT Rohna, 

a  British  troopship  carrying  thousands  of  Allied 

personnel,  was  mercilessly  attacked  by  a  German 

submarine  in  the  Mediterranean Sea.  In  a  matter  of 

minutes, the ship was engulfed in flames and sinking 

rapidly,  leaving  hundreds  of  lives  hanging  in  the 

balance.

Through vivid storytelling and extensive research, this 

book reconstructs the events leading up to the disaster, 

the  harrowing  moments  of  the  attack,  and  the 
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aftermath  that  shrouded  the  tragedy  in  secrecy.  It 

paints a poignant picture of the lives lost, the families 

left behind, and the enduring legacy of the HMT Rohna.

Unraveling  the  layers  of  mystery  surrounding  the 

sinking,  the book delves  into the reasons behind the 

British  government's  initial  suppression of  the  news, 

the subsequent cover-up, and the search for answers 

that haunted the families of the victims for decades.

With meticulous attention to detail, the book presents a 

comprehensive account of the sinking,  drawing upon 

firsthand  accounts,  historical  documents,  and  expert 

analysis. It explores the factors that contributed to the 

tragedy,  including  the  strategic  importance  of  the 

Mediterranean Sea, the evolving tactics of submarine 

warfare, and the challenges of maintaining secrecy in 

wartime.

The  book  also  delves  into  the  human aspects  of  the 

disaster,  highlighting  the  stories  of  individual 

survivors,  the  heroic  efforts  of  rescuers,  and  the 
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enduring grief of those who lost loved ones. It serves as 

a tribute to the resilience of the human spirit and the 

indomitable  will  to  survive  even  in  the  face  of 

unimaginable adversity.

Disaster  in  the  Desert:  The  Sinking  of  the  HMT 

Rohna is  a  powerful  and  thought-provoking 

exploration of one of history's forgotten tragedies. It is 

a  testament  to  the  importance  of  remembrance,  the 

value of historical inquiry, and the enduring legacy of 

those who perished in the pursuit of freedom. 
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Chapter 1: Desert Tragedy

The ill-fated voyage of the HMT Rohna

On a fateful  day in November 1943,  the HMT Rohna 

embarked on a voyage that would forever be etched in 

the annals of maritime disasters. Bound for Egypt, the 

British troopship carried a diverse group of passengers: 

soldiers  eager  to  join  the  fight  against  Axis  forces, 

sailors  entrusted  with  the  ship's  safe  passage,  and 

civilians seeking a new beginning in a war-torn world.

As the HMT Rohna sailed through the Mediterranean 

Sea,  a  sense  of  anticipation  filled  the  air.  The 

passengers, hailing from different walks of life, shared 

a  common  desire  for  a  brighter  future.  Soldiers 

dreamed of valor and victory, sailors yearned for the 

thrill of adventure, and civilians envisioned a life free 

from the horrors of war.

Amidst the excitement,  there was also an underlying 

sense  of  unease.  The  Mediterranean  Sea,  once  a 
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tranquil  haven  for  seafarers,  had  become  a 

treacherous  battleground.  German  submarines 

prowled  the  waters,  seeking  to  inflict  maximum 

damage upon Allied shipping. The HMT Rohna, with its 

precious cargo of human lives, was a tempting target.

As  the  ship  sailed  closer  to  its  destination,  the 

atmosphere grew tense. Reports of submarine sightings 

intensified, and the crew members worked tirelessly to 

ensure  the  safety  of  their  passengers.  Drills  were 

conducted, lifeboats were inspected, and a heightened 

state of alert was maintained.

Little did they know that fate had a cruel twist in store 

for  them.  On  the  morning  of  November  26,  tragedy 

struck with relentless fury. A German submarine, the 

U-504, unleashed a deadly salvo of torpedoes, tearing 

into the hull of the HMT Rohna. In an instant, the ship 

was engulfed in flames, smoke billowing into the sky as 

panic and chaos ensued.
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The passengers, thrown from their bunks by the violent 

impact, scrambled to escape the inferno. Sailors fought 

desperately to contain the damage, while soldiers and 

civilians  alike  searched  for  any  means  of  survival. 

Lifeboats  were  launched,  but  many  were  quickly 

overwhelmed by the sheer number of people seeking 

refuge.

Amidst the chaos and despair, countless lives were lost. 

Soldiers,  sailors,  and civilians perished in the watery 

depths,  their  hopes  and  dreams  extinguished  in  the 

blink of an eye. The Mediterranean Sea, once a symbol 

of  life  and  beauty,  became  a  grim  reminder  of  the 

fragility of human existence.
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Chapter 1: Desert Tragedy

Disaster strikes in the Mediterranean Sea

The Mediterranean Sea, a vast expanse of azure waters, 

has  borne  witness  to  countless  tales  of  triumph and 

tragedy throughout history. Yet, amidst the tapestry of 

human  endeavor,  one  event  stands  out  as  a  stark 

reminder  of  the  fragility  of  life  and  the  capricious 

nature of war – the sinking of the HMT Rohna.

On  that  fateful  day,  November  26,  1943,  the  HMT 

Rohna,  a  British  troopship  laden  with  over  two 

thousand souls, embarked on a perilous journey across 

the  Mediterranean  Sea.  Aboard  the  vessel  were 

soldiers,  sailors,  and  civilians,  united  by  a  common 

purpose – to serve their country and contribute to the 

Allied cause in World War II.

As the HMT Rohna sailed through the calm waters, a 

sense of anticipation mingled with apprehension filled 

the  air.  The  passengers,  hailing  from  diverse 
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backgrounds and walks of  life,  shared stories,  hopes, 

and  dreams.  Little  did  they  know  that  their  voyage 

would  soon  be  interrupted  by  an  unforeseen 

catastrophe.

Unbeknownst to those aboard the HMT Rohna, a deadly 

predator  lurked  beneath  the  waves.  The  German 

submarine U-504, commanded by Kapitänleutnant Rolf 

Mützelburg, prowled the Mediterranean Sea, seeking to 

inflict maximum damage upon Allied shipping.

Disaster struck with sudden and devastating fury.  At 

approximately 10:30 AM, the U-504 unleashed a deadly 

salvo  of  torpedoes,  tearing  into  the  hull  of  the  HMT 

Rohna. In an instant, the ship was engulfed in flames, 

smoke billowing into the sky as panicked passengers 

scrambled for safety.

Chaos and pandemonium reigned supreme as the HMT 

Rohna  began  to  sink  rapidly.  Sailors  desperately 

launched  lifeboats,  while  soldiers  and  civilians  alike 

jumped  into  the  treacherous  waters,  clinging  to  any 
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floating debris they could find. The sea, once a source 

of  life  and  beauty,  had  become  a  merciless 

battleground.

Amidst  the  chaos,  countless  lives  were  lost.  Soldiers, 

sailors,  and  civilians  perished  in  the  depths  of  the 

Mediterranean  Sea,  their  dreams  and  aspirations 

extinguished in the blink of an eye. Families were left 

to mourn the loss of loved ones, their hearts shattered 

by the news of this tragedy.

The  sinking  of  the  HMT  Rohna  stands  as  a  stark 

reminder of the devastating consequences of war and 

the  fragility  of  human  existence.  It  is  a  story  of 

sacrifice, loss, and the indomitable spirit of those who 

fought for freedom in the face of adversity.
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Chapter 1: Desert Tragedy

The sinking of the HMT Rohna: A timeline of 

events

The  sinking  of  the  HMT  Rohna  was  a  tragedy  that 

unfolded  over  the  course  of  a  few  short  hours  on 

November 26, 1943. Here is a detailed timeline of the 

events leading up to and following the disaster:

November 25, 1943

 The  HMT  Rohna,  a  British  troopship,  departs 

from Alexandria, Egypt, bound for Taranto, Italy, 

carrying  thousands  of  soldiers,  sailors,  and 

civilians.

November 26, 1943

 In the early morning hours,  the HMT Rohna is 

sailing in the Mediterranean Sea, approximately 

50 miles south of Crete.
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 At  06:30  AM,  the  German  submarine  U-504, 

commanded  by  Kapitänleutnant  Rolf 

Mützelburg, spots the HMT Rohna on the surface.

 The U-504 fires a spread of four torpedoes at the 

HMT Rohna.

 Two  of  the  torpedoes  strike  the  HMT  Rohna 

amidships,  causing  massive  damage  and 

flooding.

 The  HMT Rohna begins  to  sink  rapidly,  listing 

heavily to starboard.

 The  crew  and  passengers  abandon  ship, 

launching lifeboats and rafts into the water.

 Many of those on board are trapped below decks 

or are unable to reach the lifeboats in time.

 The  HMT  Rohna  sinks  within  minutes,  taking 

over 1,000 lives with it.

Aftermath
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 The  survivors  are  left  floating  in  the  water, 

clinging to life jackets and debris.

 Rescue ships  arrive  on the  scene and begin to 

search for survivors.

 Over the next few days, hundreds of bodies are 

recovered from the sea.

 The sinking of the HMT Rohna is one of the worst 

maritime disasters in British history.
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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