
Tracking  Wildlife:  A  Comprehensive 

Guide to Animal Tracks and Signs

Introduction

Animal tracking is a fascinating and rewarding way to 

connect with the natural world. By learning to identify 

and interpret animal tracks, signs, and behaviors, we 

can gain a  deeper understanding of  the wildlife  that 

lives around us and the ecosystems they inhabit.

This  comprehensive  guide  will  provide  you  with 

everything  you  need  to  know  to  become  a  skilled 

animal tracker. From the basics of track identification 

to advanced techniques used by professional  wildlife 

biologists,  this  book covers a wide range of  topics to 

help you develop your tracking skills.

Whether  you're  a  seasoned  naturalist  or  a  complete 

beginner, this book has something to offer. You'll learn 
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how to identify the tracks of common mammals, birds, 

reptiles, amphibians, and insects. You'll also learn how 

to interpret animal signs, such as scat,  hair, feathers, 

and nests. And you'll discover how to track animals in 

different habitats, from forests and wetlands to deserts 

and urban areas.

In  addition  to  providing  detailed  information  on 

animal  tracking  techniques,  this  book  also  includes 

chapters  on  wildlife  photography,  conservation,  and 

management.  You'll  learn  how  to  capture  stunning 

images  of  wildlife  tracks  and  signs,  and  how  to  use 

your  tracking  skills  to  contribute  to  wildlife 

conservation efforts.

With  its  clear  and  concise  writing  style,  beautiful 

illustrations, and helpful tips, this book is the perfect 

resource for anyone who wants to learn more about 

animal tracking. Whether you're a professional wildlife 

biologist,  a  dedicated  naturalist,  or  simply  someone 

who enjoys spending time outdoors, this book will help 
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you to connect with the natural world in a whole new 

way.
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Book Description

Tracking  Wildlife:  A  Comprehensive  Guide  to 

Animal  Tracks  and  Signs is  the  definitive  guide  to 

animal  tracking,  providing  everything  you  need  to 

know to become a skilled tracker.

From  the  basics  of  track  identification  to  advanced 

techniques used by professional wildlife biologists, this 

comprehensive guide covers a wide range of topics to 

help you develop your tracking skills. You'll learn how 

to  identify  the  tracks  of  common  mammals,  birds, 

reptiles, amphibians, and insects. You'll also learn how 

to interpret animal signs, such as scat,  hair, feathers, 

and nests. And you'll discover how to track animals in 

different habitats, from forests and wetlands to deserts 

and urban areas.

In  addition  to  providing  detailed  information  on 

animal  tracking  techniques,  this  book  also  includes 

chapters  on  wildlife  photography,  conservation,  and 
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management.  You'll  learn  how  to  capture  stunning 

images  of  wildlife  tracks  and  signs,  and  how  to  use 

your  tracking  skills  to  contribute  to  wildlife 

conservation efforts.

With  its  clear  and  concise  writing  style,  beautiful 

illustrations, and helpful tips, this book is the perfect 

resource for anyone who wants to learn more about 

animal tracking. Whether you're a professional wildlife 

biologist,  a  dedicated  naturalist,  or  simply  someone 

who enjoys spending time outdoors, this book will help 

you to connect with the natural world in a whole new 

way.

Key Features

 Comprehensive  coverage  of  animal  tracking 

techniques, from the basics to advanced methods

 In-depth information on identifying the tracks of 

common mammals,  birds,  reptiles,  amphibians, 

and insects
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 Expert  guidance  on  interpreting  animal  signs, 

such as scat, hair, feathers, and nests

 Instructions on how to track animals in different 

habitats,  from  forests  and  wetlands  to  deserts 

and urban areas

 Chapters on wildlife photography, conservation, 

and management

 Clear  and  concise  writing  style,  beautiful 

illustrations, and helpful tips

Author Bio

Pasquale  De  Marco  is  a  naturalist,  wildlife 

photographer,  and  author  with  over  20  years  of 

experience in animal  tracking.  He has led numerous 

workshops and seminars on the subject, and his work 

has  been  featured  in  magazines  and  newspapers 

around the world.
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Chapter 1: Animal Tracking Basics

Understanding Animal Tracks

Animal tracks are a fascinating and revealing glimpse 

into  the  hidden  world  of  wildlife.  By  learning  to 

identify  and  interpret  tracks,  we  can  gain  valuable 

insights  into the behavior,  movements,  and habits  of 

animals.

Animal tracks can be found in a variety of locations, 

including  forests,  fields,  wetlands,  and  even  urban 

areas. They can be left in soil, snow, sand, mud, or any 

other  surface  that  is  soft  enough  to  receive  an 

impression.

The  size,  shape,  and pattern  of  an  animal  track  can 

vary greatly depending on the species of animal that 

made  it.  However,  there  are  some  general 

characteristics that are common to all animal tracks.

1. Size

7



The size of an animal track is a good indication of the 

size  of  the  animal  that  made  it.  However,  it  is 

important  to  note  that  some  animals  have  larger  or 

smaller  tracks  than  others,  even  within  the  same 

species.  For  example,  male  animals  typically  have 

larger tracks than females.

2. Shape

The shape of  an animal track can also provide clues 

about  the type of  animal  that  made it.  For  example, 

tracks that are long and narrow are typically made by 

animals that walk on their toes, such as dogs and cats. 

Tracks that are wide and round are typically made by 

animals  that  walk  on  their  soles,  such  as  bears  and 

elephants.

3. Pattern

The pattern of an animal track can also be helpful in 

identifying  the  type  of  animal  that  made  it.  For 

example, animals that walk in a straight line typically 
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have tracks that are evenly spaced. Animals that walk 

in  a  zigzag  pattern  typically  have  tracks  that  are 

unevenly spaced.

4. Other Features

In addition to the size, shape, and pattern of an animal 

track, there are a number of other features that can be 

helpful in identifying the type of animal that made it. 

These features include:

 The presence of claws or nails

 The presence of hair or fur

 The presence of scent marks

 The location of the track

By  carefully  observing  and  interpreting  all  of  these 

features, it is possible to identify the type of animal that 

made a track with a high degree of accuracy.

9



Chapter 1: Animal Tracking Basics

Identifying Key Features

Animal tracks are like fingerprints – each one is unique 

and can tell us a lot about the animal that made it. By 

learning to identify the key features of animal tracks, 

we can gain  valuable  insights  into  the  animal's  size, 

shape, gait, and behavior.

One of the most important key features to identify is 

the track's size. The size of a track can tell us a lot about 

the size of the animal that made it. For example, a large 

track is  likely to have been made by a large animal, 

such as a bear or a moose. Conversely, a small track is 

likely to have been made by a small animal, such as a 

mouse or a squirrel.

Another important key feature to identify is the track's 

shape.  The  shape  of  a  track  can  tell  us  about  the 

animal's foot structure and gait. For example, a track 

with five toes is likely to have been made by an animal 
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that  walks  on  its  toes,  such  as  a  dog  or  a  cat. 

Conversely, a track with four toes is likely to have been 

made by an animal that walks on its heels, such as a 

bear or a raccoon.

The track's gait can also be determined by looking at 

the shape of the track. For example, a track with a long 

stride is likely to have been made by an animal that 

was running or galloping.  Conversely,  a track with a 

short stride is likely to have been made by an animal 

that was walking or trotting.

In  addition  to  the  size,  shape,  and  gait  of  the  track, 

there are a number of other key features that can help 

us to identify the animal that made it. These features 

include the presence or absence of claws, the shape of 

the  toes,  and  the  texture  of  the  track.  By  carefully 

observing all  of these features,  we can often identify 

the animal that made the track with a high degree of 

accuracy.
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Identifying  the  key  features  of  animal  tracks  is  an 

essential  skill  for  anyone  who  wants  to  learn  more 

about wildlife.  By learning to identify these features, 

we  can  gain  a  deeper  understanding  of  the  animals 

that live around us and the ecosystems they inhabit.
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Chapter 1: Animal Tracking Basics

Measuring and Interpreting Tracks

Measuring  and  interpreting  animal  tracks  is  an 

essential  skill  for  wildlife  trackers.  By  carefully 

examining the size,  shape,  and pattern of  tracks,  we 

can  learn  a  great  deal  about  the  animal  that  made 

them.

One of the most important measurements to take is the 

track's length and width. The length is measured from 

the heel to the toe, and the width is measured at the 

widest point of the track. These measurements can help 

us to identify the species of animal that made the track, 

as well as its approximate size.

In addition to the length and width, we should also pay 

attention to the shape of the track.  Different animals 

have  different  foot  structures,  which  results  in 

different  track  shapes.  For  example,  deer  tracks  are 

typically  long  and  narrow,  with  pointed  toes.  Bear 
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tracks, on the other hand, are shorter and wider, with 

rounded toes.

The  pattern  of  the  tracks  can  also  provide  us  with 

valuable information. The distance between the tracks, 

the angle at which they are placed, and the presence of 

any  drag  marks  can  all  tell  us  something  about  the 

animal's gait, speed, and direction of travel.

Interpreting  animal  tracks  can  be  a  challenging  but 

rewarding task. By carefully examining the size, shape, 

and pattern of tracks, we can learn a great deal about 

the wildlife that lives around us.

Here  are  some  additional  tips  for  measuring  and 

interpreting animal tracks:

 Use  a  ruler  or  measuring  tape  to  accurately 

measure the length and width of the track.

 Note the shape of the track, including the shape 

of  the  toes  and  the  presence  of  any  claws  or 

dewclaws.
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 Pay  attention  to  the  pattern  of  the  tracks, 

including  the  distance  between  the  tracks,  the 

angle at which they are placed, and the presence 

of any drag marks.

 Compare the tracks to known track patterns of 

different animal species to help you identify the 

animal that made the tracks.

 With practice, you will become more proficient 

at measuring and interpreting animal tracks.
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 This extract presents the opening 

three sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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