Silent Wings in the Storm

Introduction

Combat gliders played a vital role in World War II,
carrying troops and supplies behind enemy lines. They
were used in some of the most daring and dangerous
missions of the war, and their pilots were known as

"suicide jockeys."

In this book, we will explore the history of combat
gliders, from their early development to their use in
World War II. We will also tell the stories of the men
who flew these gliders, and the impact they had on the

war.

Combat gliders were first developed in the early 1930s,
and they were initially used for training purposes.
However, it quickly became apparent that they could

be used for more than just training. In 1940, the



Germans used combat gliders to capture the Belgian
fortress of Eben-Emael, and this success led to the
widespread adoption of combat gliders by other

countries.

During World War II, combat gliders were used in a

variety of roles, including:

Transporting troops and supplies behind enemy
lines

e Attacking enemy positions

e Rescuing downed pilots

e Conducting reconnaissance missions

Combat gliders were often used in conjunction with
paratroopers, and they played a vital role in many of
the most important battles of the war, including the D-
Day landings, the Battle of the Bulge, and the Battle of

Arnhem.

The pilots who flew combat gliders were some of the

most courageous men of the war. They flew unarmed



aircraft into enemy territory, and they often faced
overwhelming odds. Despite the dangers, they
completed their missions with Dbravery and

determination.

The legacy of combat gliders is still felt today. They
played a vital role in the Allied victory in World War II,
and they continue to be used by militaries around the
world. They are a testament to the courage and

ingenuity of the men who flew them.



Book Description

Silent Wings in the Storm tells the story of the combat
gliders and the men who flew them in World War II.
These gliders were used to transport troops and
supplies behind enemy lines, attack enemy positions,
rescue downed pilots, and conduct reconnaissance

missions.

The book is based on interviews with dozens of combat
glider pilots, and it provides a firsthand account of the
dangers and challenges they faced. It also explores the
history of combat gliders, from their early development

to their use in World War I1.

Silent Wings in the Storm is a tribute to the courage
and sacrifice of the combat glider pilots. It is a story of
bravery, determination, and camaraderie. It is also a
reminder of the importance of air power in modern

warfare.



Here is a more detailed look at what you will find in

Silent Wings in the Storm:

e A history of combat gliders, from their early
development to their use in World War II

e Firsthand accounts from dozens of combat glider
pilots

e Descriptions of the different types of combat
gliders used in World War II

e An analysis of the role of combat gliders in the
Allied victory

e Alook at the legacy of combat gliders

If you are interested in World War II history, military
history, or aviation history, then you will want to read
Silent Wings in the Storm. It is a fascinating and
informative account of one of the most daring and

dangerous missions of the war.



Chapter 1: Airborne Warriors

The history of combat gliders

Combat gliders have a long and storied history, dating
back to the early days of aviation. The first gliders were
simply unpowered aircraft that were towed into the air
by another aircraft. These early gliders were used for
sport and recreation, but they quickly found a military

application.

During World War I, gliders were used to conduct
reconnaissance missions and to drop supplies to troops
behind enemy lines. In the interwar years, several
countries developed combat gliders, which were

designed to carry troops and equipment into battle.

The first large-scale use of combat gliders came during
World War II, when the Germans used them to capture
the Belgian fortress of Eben-Emael. This success led to
the widespread adoption of combat gliders by other

countries.
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During World War II, combat gliders were used in a

variety of roles, including:

e Transporting troops and supplies behind enemy
lines

e Attacking enemy positions

e Rescuing downed pilots

e Conducting reconnaissance missions

Combat gliders were often used in conjunction with
paratroopers, and they played a vital role in many of
the most important battles of the war, including the D-
Day landings, the Battle of the Bulge, and the Battle of

Arnhem.

After World War II, combat gliders continued to be
used by militaries around the world. However, the
development of helicopters led to a decline in the use of
combat gliders. Today, combat gliders are still used for
some specialized missions, such as transporting troops

and equipment into remote areas.



Combat gliders have played a significant role in
military history. They have been used to conduct
daring raids, to supply troops behind enemy lines, and
to rescue downed pilots. Combat gliders are a
testament to the ingenuity and courage of the men who

flew them.



Chapter 1: Airborne Warriors

The different types of combat gliders

Combat gliders were used in a variety of roles during
World War II, and there were many different types of

gliders designed to meet the specific needs of each role.

One of the most common types of combat gliders was
the troop-carrying glider. These gliders were designed
to transport troops and supplies behind enemy lines.
They were typically large, with a wingspan of over 100
feet, and could carry up to 20 troops or 4,000 pounds of

cargo.

Another type of combat glider was the assault glider.
These gliders were designed to attack enemy positions.
They were typically smaller and more maneuverable
than troop-carrying gliders, and they were often armed

with machine guns or rocket launchers.

A third type of combat glider was the reconnaissance

glider. These gliders were designed to conduct
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reconnaissance missions behind enemy lines. They
were typically small and lightweight, and they could be

launched from a variety of aircraft.

In addition to these three main types of combat gliders,
there were also a number of specialized gliders
designed for specific purposes. For example, the British
developed a glider that could be used to transport
artillery pieces, and the Germans developed a glider

that could be used to transport tanks.

Combat gliders played a vital role in World War II, and
they continue to be used by militaries around the
world today. They are a testament to the ingenuity and

courage of the men who flew them.
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Chapter 1: Airborne Warriors

The training of combat glider pilots

The training of combat glider pilots was a rigorous and
demanding process. It required not only physical
strength and agility, but also mental toughness and

discipline.

The first step in the training process was to learn the
basics of flying a glider. This included learning how to
control the glider in the air, how to land it safely, and
how to use the glider's controls. Once the pilots had
mastered the basics of flying, they began to train for

combat.

Combat glider pilots were trained to fly in formation, to
attack enemy positions, and to rescue downed pilots.
They also trained to survive behind enemy lines, and to

evade capture.
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The training was often dangerous, and there were
many accidents. However, the pilots were determined

to succeed, and they pushed themselves to the limit.

The training of combat glider pilots was a success. The
pilots who completed the training were some of the
most skilled and courageous pilots in the world. They

played a vital role in the Allied victory in World War II.

Here are some specific examples of the training that

combat glider pilots underwent:

e Physical training: The pilots were required to be
in excellent physical condition. They had to be
able to run, jump, and climb ropes. They also had
to be able to withstand the rigors of combat.

e Flight training: The pilots received extensive
flight training. They learned how to fly gliders in
all types of weather conditions. They also
learned how to fly in formation and how to

attack enemy positions.
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e Combat training: The pilots were trained in
combat tactics. They learned how to use their
gliders as weapons. They also learned how to
survive behind enemy lines and how to evade

capture.

The training of combat glider pilots was a
comprehensive and demanding process. However, the
pilots who completed the training were some of the
most skilled and courageous pilots in the world. They

played a vital role in the Allied victory in World War II.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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