
The Pearl of Alexandria

Introduction

Pasquale De Marco, an acclaimed writer, presents The 

Pearl of Alexandria, an insightful exploration into the 

captivating history, culture, and people of Alexandria, 

Egypt.

Alexandria, known as the "Pearl of the Mediterranean," 

has  been  a  beacon  of  civilization  for  centuries. 

Founded by Alexander the Great in 331 BC, it quickly 

became a major center of trade, learning, and culture. 

The city was home to the Great Library of Alexandria, 

one of the largest and most important libraries in the 

ancient world. Alexandria was also a major center of 

Christianity and later became a stronghold of Islam.

Over the centuries, Alexandria has been ruled by many 

different  empires,  including  the  Ptolemaic,  Roman, 

1



Byzantine, Arab, Ottoman, and British. Each empire has 

left  its  mark on the city,  contributing to its  rich and 

diverse heritage.

Today,  Alexandria  is  a  modern  metropolis  with  a 

population of over 5 million people. It is a major center 

of  industry,  commerce,  and tourism.  The city  is  also 

home  to  a  number  of  universities,  museums,  and 

cultural institutions.

The  Pearl  of  Alexandria  takes  readers  on  a  journey 

through the history, culture, and people of Alexandria. 

Pasquale De Marco explores the city's ancient origins, 

its rise to prominence, and its decline and rebirth. He 

also  introduces  readers  to  the  people  of  Alexandria, 

from  its  ordinary  citizens  to  its  famous  rulers  and 

scholars.

The  Pearl  of  Alexandria  is  a  must-read  for  anyone 

interested  in  the  history,  culture,  and  people  of 

Alexandria.  It  is  a  fascinating  and  informative  book 
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that will appeal to both scholars and general readers 

alike.
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Book Description

The Pearl of Alexandria is an insightful exploration 

into  the  captivating  history,  culture,  and  people  of 

Alexandria, Egypt. Founded by Alexander the Great in 

331 BC, Alexandria quickly became a major center of 

trade, learning, and culture. The city was home to the 

Great  Library  of  Alexandria,  one  of  the  largest  and 

most  important  libraries  in  the  ancient  world. 

Alexandria was also a major center of Christianity and 

later became a stronghold of Islam.

Over the centuries, Alexandria has been ruled by many 

different  empires,  including  the  Ptolemaic,  Roman, 

Byzantine, Arab, Ottoman, and British. Each empire has 

left  its  mark on the city,  contributing to its  rich and 

diverse heritage.

Today,  Alexandria  is  a  modern  metropolis  with  a 

population of over 5 million people. It is a major center 

of  industry,  commerce,  and tourism.  The city  is  also 

4



home  to  a  number  of  universities,  museums,  and 

cultural institutions.

The Pearl of Alexandria takes readers on a journey 

through the history, culture, and people of Alexandria. 

Pasquale De Marco explores the city's ancient origins, 

its rise to prominence, and its decline and rebirth. He 

also  introduces  readers  to  the  people  of  Alexandria, 

from  its  ordinary  citizens  to  its  famous  rulers  and 

scholars.

The Pearl  of  Alexandria is  a  must-read  for  anyone 

interested  in  the  history,  culture,  and  people  of 

Alexandria.  It  is  a  fascinating  and  informative  book 

that will appeal to both scholars and general readers 

alike. 
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Chapter 1: The Pearl's Origin

Topic 1: Alexandria's Ancient History

Alexandria, Egypt, has a rich and storied history that 

dates back to the ancient world. The city was founded 

by  Alexander  the  Great  in  331  BC,  and  it  quickly 

became a major center of trade, learning, and culture.

Alexandria  was the capital  of  the Ptolemaic  dynasty, 

which  ruled  Egypt  for  nearly  300  years.  During  this 

time,  the  city  was  home  to  the  Great  Library  of 

Alexandria,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  important 

libraries in the ancient world. The library was said to 

have housed over 700,000 scrolls, and it was a major 

center of scholarship and learning.

Alexandria was also a major center of Christianity. The 

city was home to the Coptic Orthodox Church, which is 

one  of  the  oldest  Christian  churches  in  the  world. 

Alexandria was also a major center of Jewish learning, 

and it was home to a large Jewish community.
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In 641 AD, Alexandria was conquered by the Arabs. The 

Arabs ruled Egypt for over 600 years, and during this 

time Alexandria declined in importance. However, the 

city remained a major center of Islamic learning, and it 

was  home  to  a  number  of  important  mosques  and 

universities.

In the 16th century, Alexandria was conquered by the 

Ottoman Turks. The Ottomans ruled Egypt for over 300 

years, and during this time Alexandria declined further 

in  importance.  However,  the  city  remained  a  major 

center  of  trade,  and  it  was  home  to  a  number  of 

important markets and bazaars.

In the 19th century, Alexandria was conquered by the 

British. The British ruled Egypt for over 70 years, and 

during this time Alexandria experienced a revival. The 

city became a major center of trade and tourism, and it 

was  home  to  a  number  of  important  buildings  and 

institutions.

7



Today,  Alexandria  is  a  modern  metropolis  with  a 

population of over 5 million people. It is a major center 

of  industry,  commerce,  and tourism.  The city  is  also 

home  to  a  number  of  universities,  museums,  and 

cultural institutions.
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Chapter 1: The Pearl's Origin

Topic 2: The Lighthouse of Alexandria

The  Lighthouse  of  Alexandria  was  one  of  the  Seven 

Wonders  of  the  Ancient  World.  It  was  built  on  the 

island  of  Pharos,  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of 

Alexandria, Egypt. The lighthouse was designed by the 

Greek architect Sostratus of Cnidus and was completed 

in the 3rd century BC.

The Lighthouse of Alexandria was a massive structure, 

standing over 400 feet tall.  It  was made of limestone 

and granite, and its walls were over 10 feet thick. The 

lighthouse  was  divided  into  three  sections.  The  first 

section  was  a  square  base,  which  contained  a  large 

chamber  that  was  used  as  a  storeroom.  The  second 

section  was  a  cylindrical  tower,  which  contained  a 

spiral staircase that led to the top of the lighthouse. The 

third section was a conical  dome, which contained a 

large fire that was used to guide ships into the harbor.
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The  Lighthouse  of  Alexandria  was  a  marvel  of 

engineering. It was the tallest structure in the world for 

centuries,  and  it  was  visible  for  miles  around.  The 

lighthouse  was  also  a  symbol  of  Alexandria's  power 

and prosperity.

The  Lighthouse  of  Alexandria  was  destroyed  by 

earthquakes in the 14th century. However, its ruins can 

still be seen today, and they are a reminder of the city's 

once-great glory.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: The Pearl's Enchantment

Topic 5: The Enchanting Spirit of Alexandria

Alexandria has a certain magic about it that is hard to 

describe. It is a city that has been shaped by centuries 

of  history  and  culture,  and  this  is  reflected  in  its 

architecture, its people, and its atmosphere.

One of the things that makes Alexandria so enchanting 

is  its  beautiful  architecture.  The  city  is  home  to  a 

number of historical buildings, including the Citadel of 

Qaitbay,  the  Bibliotheca  Alexandrina,  and  the 

Montazah Palace.  These buildings are a  testament to 

the city's rich past, and they add to its unique charm.

Another thing that makes Alexandria so enchanting is 

its  people.  Alexandrians  are  known  for  their  warm 

hospitality and their friendly nature. They are always 

willing to  help visitors,  and they are  proud to  share 

their city with the world.
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The atmosphere in Alexandria is also very special. The 

city has a relaxed and laid-back vibe, and it is easy to 

get lost in its charms. Whether you are strolling along 

the  Corniche,  visiting  one  of  the  many museums,  or 

simply enjoying a cup of coffee in a local café, you are 

sure to be enchanted by Alexandria's unique spirit.

Here  are  a  few  specific  examples  of  the  enchanting 

spirit of Alexandria:

 The  city's  beautiful  architecture,  including  the 

Citadel of Qaitbay, the Bibliotheca Alexandrina, 

and the Montazah Palace.

 The warm hospitality and friendly nature of the 

Alexandrian people.

 The relaxed and laid-back atmosphere of the city.

 The  city's  many  cultural  attractions,  including 

museums, art galleries, and theaters.

 The city's delicious food and drink, which reflects 

the city's diverse culinary heritage.
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If you are looking for a city that is full of charm and 

enchantment, then Alexandria is the perfect place for 

you. The city has something to offer everyone, and it is 

sure to leave a lasting impression on your heart.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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