
Etching  Modern  Art:  Intaglio 

Printmaking Unveiled

Introduction

Intaglio printmaking is a versatile and rewarding art 

form  that  has  been  practiced  for  centuries.  In  this 

comprehensive  guide,  we  will  explore  the  history, 

techniques,  and  applications  of  intaglio  printmaking. 

We will also provide inspiration and resources to help 

you create your own stunning intaglio prints.

Intaglio  printmaking  is  a  printmaking  technique  in 

which the image is incised into a metal plate, and the 

ink  is  held  in  the  recessed  areas.  The  plate  is  then 

printed  on  paper,  transferring  the  ink  to  the  paper. 

Intaglio  printmaking  can  be  used  to  create  a  wide 

variety  of  images,  from  simple  line  drawings  to 

complex and detailed works of art.
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The history of intaglio printmaking can be traced back 

to  the  15th  century,  when  it  was  used  to  create 

decorative prints for books and other publications. In 

the 19th century, intaglio printmaking became popular 

among artists  as  a  means of  creating fine art  prints. 

Today,  intaglio  printmaking  is  still  used  by  artists 

around the world to create beautiful and unique works 

of art.

There are a variety of different techniques that can be 

used  to  create  intaglio  prints.  Some  of  the  most 

common  techniques  include  engraving,  etching, 

drypoint,  and  aquatint.  Each  of  these  techniques 

produces a different look and feel, so it is important to 

experiment with different techniques to find the one 

that best suits your needs.

Intaglio  printmaking  can  be  used  to  create  a  wide 

variety of different images, from simple line drawings 

to complex and detailed works of  art.  Intaglio prints 

can be used for a variety of purposes, including book 
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illustration,  fine  art  prints,  and  commercial 

applications.

If  you are interested in learning more about intaglio 

printmaking, there are a number of resources available 

to help you. There are books, magazines, and websites 

that can provide you with information on the history, 

techniques,  and  applications  of  intaglio  printmaking. 

There are also a number of workshops and classes that 

can teach you how to create your own intaglio prints.
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Book Description

Etching Modern Art: Intaglio Printmaking Unveiled 

is  the  definitive  guide  to  intaglio  printmaking,  the 

versatile  and  rewarding  art  form  that  has  been 

practiced  for  centuries.  This  comprehensive  guide 

covers  everything  from  the  history  of  intaglio 

printmaking  to  the  different  techniques  that  can  be 

used  to  create  intaglio  prints.  It  also  provides 

inspiration and resources to help you create your own 

stunning intaglio prints.

Etching Modern Art: Intaglio Printmaking Unveiled 

is written in a clear and concise style, making it perfect 

for both beginners and experienced printmakers. The 

book  is  also  beautifully  illustrated  with  examples  of 

intaglio prints from around the world.

Whether you are new to intaglio printmaking or you 

are  looking  to  improve  your  skills,  Etching  Modern 

Art:  Intaglio  Printmaking  Unveiled is  the  perfect 
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resource for you. With its comprehensive coverage of 

the  history,  techniques,  and  applications  of  intaglio 

printmaking,  Etching  Modern  Art:  Intaglio 

Printmaking Unveiled is the only book you will need 

to master this rewarding art form.

Etching Modern Art: Intaglio Printmaking Unveiled 

covers a wide range of topics, including:

 The history of intaglio printmaking

 The different techniques of intaglio printmaking

 The materials and equipment needed for intaglio 

printmaking

 How to create your own intaglio prints

 Troubleshooting tips for intaglio printmaking

 Inspiration  and  resources  for  intaglio 

printmaking

Etching Modern Art: Intaglio Printmaking Unveiled 

is written by Pasquale De Marco, a practicing artist and 

experienced teacher of intaglio printmaking. Pasquale 
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De Marco has taught intaglio printmaking to students 

of all ages and skill levels, and he is passionate about 

sharing his knowledge of this rewarding art form.

Etching Modern Art: Intaglio Printmaking Unveiled 

is the perfect resource for anyone who wants to learn 

more about intaglio printmaking.  Whether you are a 

beginner or an experienced printmaker, you will find 

something to learn from this comprehensive guide. 
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Chapter 1: The Art of Etching

The History of Etching

Etching is a printmaking technique that has been used 

for centuries to create beautiful and intricate works of 

art. The process of etching involves using a sharp tool 

to scratch a design into a metal plate. The plate is then 

inked and printed, transferring the design to paper.

The earliest known examples of etching date back to 

the 15th century.  However,  it  was not  until  the 16th 

century that etching became a popular art form. This 

was due in part  to the work of Albrecht Dürer,  who 

used etching to create some of his most famous works 

of art.

During the 17th and 18th centuries, etching continued 

to be a popular art form. Rembrandt van Rijn was one 

of the most famous etchers of this period. Rembrandt's 

etchings are known for their rich, dark tones and their 

expressive use of line.
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In  the  19th  century,  etching  began  to  be  used  for  a 

wider  variety  of  purposes.  Artists  such  as  Francisco 

Goya  and  Édouard  Manet  used  etching  to  create 

political and social commentary. Etching was also used 

to illustrate books and magazines.

In the 20th century,  etching continued to be used by 

artists  around  the  world.  Pablo  Picasso,  Georges 

Braque, and Salvador Dalí are just a few of the many 

famous artists who used etching to create their work.

Today, etching is still a popular art form. It is used by 

artists to create a wide variety of works of art,  from 

traditional  landscapes  to  abstract  designs.  Etching  is 

also  used  for  commercial  purposes,  such as  creating 

illustrations for books and magazines.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Etching

The Process of Etching

The process of etching is a printmaking technique in 

which the image is incised into a metal plate, and the 

ink  is  held  in  the  recessed  areas.  The  plate  is  then 

printed  on  paper,  transferring  the  ink  to  the  paper. 

Etching can be used to create a wide variety of images, 

from  simple  line  drawings  to  complex  and  detailed 

works of art.

The process  of  etching begins  with the creation of  a 

metal plate. The plate is usually made of copper, zinc, 

or steel. The plate is then coated with a thin layer of 

acid-resistant material, such as wax or asphaltum. The 

artist then uses a sharp tool to scratch the image into 

the plate, exposing the metal beneath.

The plate is then placed in an acid bath. The acid will 

eat away at the exposed metal, creating recessed areas. 

The depth of the recesses will determine the amount of 
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ink  that  is  held  on  the  plate  and  transferred  to  the 

paper.

Once the plate has been etched, it is inked and printed. 

The ink is applied to the plate,  and then the plate is 

wiped clean. The ink will remain in the recessed areas 

of the plate. The plate is then placed on a press, and a 

sheet of paper is placed on top of the plate. The press is 

then used to apply pressure to the paper, transferring 

the ink from the plate to the paper.

The process  of  etching can be used to  create a  wide 

variety of different images. The artist can control the 

depth of the recesses in the plate, the type of ink that is 

used, and the pressure that is applied to the press to 

create  different  effects.  Etching  is  a  versatile  and 

rewarding printmaking technique that can be used to 

create beautiful and unique works of art.
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Chapter 1: The Art of Etching

The Materials of Etching

The materials used in etching are relatively simple, but 

they must be of good quality to produce good results. 

The most important materials are the metal plate, the 

etching ground, the etching needle, and the ink.

The metal plate is the surface on which the image is 

etched. Copper and zinc are the most common metals 

used  for  etching,  but  other  metals,  such  as  steel, 

aluminum, and brass, can also be used. The plate must 

be smooth and free of defects, and it must be properly 

prepared before it can be etched.

The etching ground is a waxy substance that is applied 

to  the  metal  plate  to  protect  it  from  the  acid.  The 

etching  ground  is  typically  made  from  beeswax, 

asphaltum, or rosin. It is applied to the plate in a thin, 

even layer, and it is then heated to melt it and make it 

adhere to the plate.
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The  etching  needle is  used  to  scratch  through  the 

etching ground and expose the metal plate to the acid. 

Etching needles come in a variety of shapes and sizes, 

and the choice of  needle will  depend on the desired 

effect.

The ink is  used  to  print  the  image  from the  etched 

plate. Etching ink is typically made from a mixture of 

carbon black and linseed oil. It is applied to the plate in 

a thin layer, and it is then wiped away from the surface 

of the plate, leaving ink only in the recessed areas.

In addition to these basic materials, a number of other 

materials  may  be  used  in  etching,  such  as  acids, 

solvents, and tools for cleaning and preparing the plate. 

The  choice  of  materials  will  depend  on  the  specific 

etching technique being used.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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