
Tales from the War-Torn City: An Iraqi 

Woman's Witness

Introduction

The war in Iraq was a turning point in the history of 

the Middle East. It left a deep scar on the country, its 

people, and its culture. In the years since the invasion, 

Iraq has struggled to rebuild and recover. The country 

is still plagued by violence and instability. Its economy 

is in shambles, and its people are still suffering from 

the trauma of war.

But amidst the chaos and despair, there are also stories 

of  hope  and  resilience.  Stories  of  people  who  have 

refused to give up on their country. Stories of people 

who  are  working  to  rebuild  their  lives  and  their 

communities. Stories of people who are determined to 

create a better future for Iraq.
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This  book  is  a  collection  of  those  stories.  It  is  a 

testament  to  the  strength  and  resilience  of  the  Iraqi 

people.  It  is  a  reminder  that  even  in  the  darkest  of 

times, there is always hope.

I  have  spent  the  past  several  years  traveling 

throughout Iraq, talking to people from all walks of life. 

I have heard their stories of suffering and loss. I have 

also heard their stories of hope and determination.

The  people  of  Iraq  have  endured  unimaginable 

hardship. They have witnessed the destruction of their 

homes, their schools, and their hospitals. They have lost 

loved ones to violence and war. They have been forced 

to flee their homes and live in exile.

But despite all of this, the people of Iraq have not given 

up on their  country.  They are determined to rebuild 

their lives and their communities. They are determined 

to  create  a  better  future  for  themselves  and  their 

children.
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This  book  is  a  tribute  to  the  people  of  Iraq.  It  is  a 

celebration of their strength, their resilience, and their 

hope.

I  hope that  this  book will  inspire you to learn more 

about Iraq and its people. I hope that it will inspire you 

to get involved in the effort to rebuild Iraq. And I hope 

that it  will  inspire you to never give up on hope, no 

matter how difficult the challenges may seem.
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Book Description

Tales  from  the  War-Torn  City:  An  Iraqi  Woman's 

Witness is  a  powerful  and  moving  account  of  the 

human  cost  of  war.  Through  the  eyes  of  ordinary 

Iraqis, this book tells the story of a country torn apart 

by conflict.

Pasquale  De  Marco  spent  several  years  traveling 

throughout Iraq, talking to people from all walks of life. 

She heard their stories of  suffering and loss,  but she 

also heard their stories of hope and determination.

This book is a testament to the strength and resilience 

of the Iraqi people.  It  is a reminder that even in the 

darkest of times, there is always hope.

Tales  from  the  War-Torn  City:  An  Iraqi  Woman's 

Witness is  divided  into  ten  chapters,  each  of  which 

focuses on a different aspect of  the Iraqi experience. 

The chapters cover topics such as the invasion of Iraq, 
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the  rise  of  sectarian violence,  the  plight  of  refugees, 

and the challenges of rebuilding a war-torn country.

Pasquale De Marco writes with compassion and insight 

about the human impact of war. She gives voice to the 

voiceless  and shines  a  light  on the  hidden stories  of 

Iraq.

Tales  from  the  War-Torn  City:  An  Iraqi  Woman's 

Witness is an essential read for anyone who wants to 

understand the human cost of war. It is a powerful and 

moving account of the Iraqi experience that will stay 

with you long after you finish reading it. 

5



Chapter 1: The Drums of War

The gathering clouds

The war in Iraq did not begin with the invasion in 2003. 

The  seeds  of  conflict  were  sown  long  before,  in  the 

years and decades leading up to the invasion.

One of the most important factors that contributed to 

the war was the rise of Saddam Hussein. Hussein was a 

ruthless dictator who ruled Iraq with an iron fist. He 

suppressed all  forms of  dissent  and used violence to 

maintain his grip on power.

Hussein's regime was also responsible for a number of 

human  rights  abuses,  including  the  use  of  chemical 

weapons against his own people. These abuses led to 

international condemnation and helped to isolate Iraq 

from the rest of the world.

Another  factor  that  contributed  to  the  war  was  the 

United  States'  decision  to  invade  Iraq  in  1991.  The 

invasion was part of the Gulf War, which was fought in 
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response  to  Iraq's  invasion of  Kuwait.  The  Gulf  War 

ended with  Iraq's  defeat,  but  it  also  left  the  country 

weakened and vulnerable.

In  the  years  after  the  Gulf  War,  the  United  States 

continued  to  pressure  Iraq  to  comply  with  UN 

resolutions.  Iraq  refused  to  comply,  and  the  United 

States and its allies began to prepare for a new war.

The invasion of Iraq in 2003 was a watershed moment 

in the history of the country. It led to the overthrow of 

Saddam Hussein's  regime and the establishment of  a 

new Iraqi government.  However,  the war also had a 

number of negative consequences, including the deaths 

of thousands of Iraqi civilians and the displacement of 

millions more.

The war in Iraq is a complex and controversial issue. 

There are many different perspectives on the war, and 

it is important to consider all of them before forming 

an opinion.
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Chapter 1: The Drums of War

The invasion begins

The invasion of Iraq began on March 20, 2003, with the 

United  States  bombing  Baghdad.  The  invasion was  a 

turning point in the history of Iraq and the Middle East. 

It led to the overthrow of Saddam Hussein's regime and 

the  establishment  of  a  new  Iraqi  government. 

However,  the invasion also led to a long and bloody 

war that continues to this day.

The  decision  to  invade  Iraq  was  controversial.  The 

United  States  government  claimed  that  Iraq  had 

weapons of mass destruction and was a threat to the 

United  States.  However,  no  weapons  of  mass 

destruction were ever found in Iraq.

The invasion of Iraq was a major military operation. 

The United States led a coalition of forces that included 

the United Kingdom, Australia, and Poland. The Iraqi 
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military  was  quickly  defeated,  and  Saddam  Hussein 

was captured in December 2003.

The  invasion  of  Iraq  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

country.  The  war  led  to  the  deaths  of  hundreds  of 

thousands  of  Iraqis.  It  also  caused  widespread 

destruction of infrastructure and the displacement of 

millions of people.

The invasion of Iraq also had a significant impact on 

the United States. The war was costly in terms of both 

lives  and  money.  It  also  damaged  the  United  States' 

reputation in the world.

The  invasion  of  Iraq  was  a  major  event  in  recent 

history.  It  is  still  too early to say what the long-term 

consequences  of  the  invasion will  be.  However,  it  is 

clear that the invasion has had a profound impact on 

Iraq, the United States, and the Middle East.
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Chapter 1: The Drums of War

Life under siege

Life under siege is a nightmare. The constant fear of 

being  bombed  or  shot  at  is  unbearable.  You  never 

know when the next attack will come, or where it will 

hit. You live in a state of perpetual terror.

I remember one day, I was walking home from school 

when I heard a loud explosion. I looked up and saw a 

huge cloud of smoke rising from the city center. I ran 

home as fast as I  could, terrified that my family had 

been hurt.

When I got home, I found my family safe and sound. 

But  our  house  had  been  damaged  by  the  blast.  The 

windows  were  shattered,  and  the  roof  had  been 

partially destroyed.

We  were  lucky.  Many  other  families  were  not  so 

fortunate. Their homes were completely destroyed, and 

they were forced to live in tents or on the streets.
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The siege of  Baghdad lasted for  months.  During that 

time, we lived in constant fear. We were afraid to go 

outside, afraid to sleep, afraid to even breathe.

But  we also found ways to  cope.  We spent  our days 

playing  games,  telling  stories,  and singing  songs.  We 

supported each other, and we helped each other to stay 

strong.

One  day,  the  siege  was  finally  lifted.  We  were 

overjoyed to be free. But we also knew that our lives 

would never be the same.

The  war  had  changed  us  forever.  We  had  seen  too 

much,  and we had lost  too  much.  But  we were  also 

determined to rebuild our lives and our country.

We would never forget the horrors of the siege. But we 

would also never forget the strength and resilience of 

the Iraqi people.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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