
A River's Lament: Recalling the Glen

Introduction

The Colorado River,  a  lifeline of  the American West, 

once flowed freely through the heart of Glen Canyon, a 

natural  wonder  of  towering  red  rock  cliffs,  side 

canyons,  and  hidden  waterfalls.  But  in  1963,  the 

Bureau  of  Reclamation  dammed  the  river,  creating 

Lake  Powell  and  forever  altering  the  landscape  and 

ecology of the canyon.

In A River's  Lament:  Recalling the Glen,  Pasquale De 

Marco  takes  us  on  a  journey  through  the  history, 

beauty,  and  loss  of  Glen  Canyon.  Through  vivid 

descriptions  and  personal  anecdotes,  Pasquale  De 

Marco paints  a  picture of  a  lost  paradise,  a  place  of 

immense natural and cultural significance.
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Pasquale  De  Marco  explores  the  ecological 

consequences  of  the  dam,  the  loss  of  archaeological 

treasures,  and the cultural  heritage destroyed by the 

flooding of the canyon. But A River's Lament: Recalling 

the Glen is more than just a lament for what was lost. It 

is also a celebration of the river's enduring spirit and a 

call to action for its preservation.

Pasquale De Marco argues that the Glen Canyon Dam 

should  be  decommissioned  and  the  river  allowed  to 

flow freely once again. This would be a monumental 

undertaking,  but  Pasquale  De  Marco  believes  it  is 

essential for the restoration of the canyon's ecosystem 

and the preservation of its cultural heritage.

A River's Lament: Recalling the Glen is a powerful and 

moving  tribute  to  Glen  Canyon,  a  place  that  has 

inspired awe and wonder in generations of Americans. 

It is a must-read for anyone who loves the American 

West, cares about the environment, or appreciates the 

power of nature.
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Through  Pasquale  De  Marco's  evocative  writing, 

readers  will  gain  a  deep  understanding  of  the  Glen 

Canyon controversy and the importance of protecting 

our wild places. A River's Lament: Recalling the Glen is 

a passionate and persuasive call to action, reminding 

us that we have a responsibility to future generations 

to preserve the natural beauty and cultural heritage of 

our country.
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Book Description

In  1963,  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation  dammed  the 

Colorado  River,  creating  Lake  Powell  and  forever 

altering the landscape and ecology of Glen Canyon. A 

River's Lament: Recalling the Glen is a journey through 

the history, beauty, and loss of Glen Canyon, a place of 

immense natural and cultural significance.

Through  vivid  descriptions  and  personal  anecdotes, 

Pasquale De Marco paints a picture of a lost paradise, a 

place  of  towering  red  rock  cliffs,  side  canyons,  and 

hidden  waterfalls.  Pasquale  De  Marco  explores  the 

ecological  consequences  of  the  dam,  the  loss  of 

archaeological  treasures,  and  the  cultural  heritage 

destroyed by the flooding of the canyon.

But A River's Lament: Recalling the Glen is more than 

just a lament for what was lost. It is also a celebration 

of the river's enduring spirit and a call to action for its 

preservation. Pasquale De Marco argues that the Glen 
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Canyon Dam should be decommissioned and the river 

allowed  to  flow  freely  once  again.  This  would  be  a 

monumental  undertaking,  but  Pasquale  De  Marco 

believes  it  is  essential  for  the  restoration  of  the 

canyon's ecosystem and the preservation of its cultural 

heritage.

A River's Lament: Recalling the Glen is a powerful and 

moving  tribute  to  Glen  Canyon,  a  place  that  has 

inspired awe and wonder in generations of Americans. 

It is a must-read for anyone who loves the American 

West, cares about the environment, or appreciates the 

power of nature.

Through  Pasquale  De  Marco's  evocative  writing, 

readers  will  gain  a  deep  understanding  of  the  Glen 

Canyon controversy and the importance of protecting 

our wild places. A River's Lament: Recalling the Glen is 

a passionate and persuasive call to action, reminding 

us that we have a responsibility to future generations 
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to preserve the natural beauty and cultural heritage of 

our country.
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Chapter 1: A River's Journey

The Colorado River's Path

The Colorado River is one of the most iconic rivers in 

the world, flowing through the heart of the American 

West. It begins its journey in the Rocky Mountains of 

Colorado  and  winds  its  way  through  Utah,  Arizona, 

Nevada,  and California,  eventually emptying into the 

Gulf  of  California.  Along  its  1,450-mile  journey,  the 

Colorado  River  has  carved  out  some  of  the  most 

spectacular  canyons  on  Earth,  including  the  Grand 

Canyon.

The Colorado River's path has been shaped by millions 

of years of erosion. The river's headwaters are located 

in the high mountains of Colorado, where the climate is 

cold and wet. The snowmelt from the mountains feeds 

the  river's  tributaries,  which  flow  down  into  the 

canyons.  As  the  river  flows  through  the  canyons,  it 

picks up speed and erodes the rock, creating the sheer 
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cliffs  and  deep  gorges  that  are  characteristic  of  the 

Colorado River canyon system.

The  Colorado  River's  path  has  also  been  shaped  by 

human  activity.  The  construction  of  dams  and 

reservoirs has altered the river's flow and created new 

lakes  and  reservoirs.  The  Hoover  Dam,  built  in  the 

1930s, created Lake Mead, the largest reservoir in the 

United States. The Glen Canyon Dam, built in the 1960s, 

created Lake Powell, the second-largest reservoir in the 

United States.

The  dams  have  had  a  significant  impact  on  the 

Colorado River ecosystem. They have blocked the flow 

of  sediment,  which has caused the river to  erode its 

banks  and  damage  fish  habitat.  The  dams  have  also 

changed the temperature and flow of the river, which 

has harmed native fish species.

Despite  the  challenges  it  faces,  the  Colorado  River 

remains  a  vital  resource  for  the  American  West.  It 

provides  water  for  drinking,  irrigation,  and 
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hydropower.  It  also  supports  a  thriving  recreation 

industry, with millions of people visiting the river each 

year to enjoy fishing, boating, and camping.

The  Colorado  River  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of 

nature and the resilience of the human spirit.  It  is  a 

river that has shaped the landscape of  the American 

West and the lives of its people.
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Chapter 1: A River's Journey

Glen Canyon's Unique Ecosystem

Glen  Canyon was  a  natural  wonder  of  towering  red 

rock cliffs, side canyons, and hidden waterfalls. It was 

also home to a unique ecosystem that had developed 

over millions of years.

The Colorado River, which flowed through the canyon, 

provided water for a variety of plants and animals. The 

canyon walls  were  home to  nesting  birds,  while  the 

river itself was home to fish, frogs, and other aquatic 

creatures.  The  canyon  also  contained  a  number  of 

archaeological sites, including ancient petroglyphs and 

ruins.

The  construction  of  the  Glen  Canyon  Dam  in  1963 

flooded the canyon, creating Lake Powell. The dam also 

blocked the flow of  the Colorado River,  which had a 

devastating impact on the ecosystem.
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The  loss  of  the  river's  flow  led  to  the  drying  up  of 

marshes and wetlands, which were home to a variety 

of  plants  and  animals.  The  dam  also  blocked  the 

migration of  fish,  which could no longer  reach their 

spawning grounds.

The flooding of the canyon also destroyed a number of 

archaeological sites. These sites were home to valuable 

information  about  the  history  of  the  canyon  and  its 

inhabitants.

The  Glen  Canyon  ecosystem  was  a  unique  and 

irreplaceable  treasure.  Its  loss  is  a  reminder  of  the 

importance of protecting our natural heritage.
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Chapter 1: A River's Journey

Exploration and Discovery

Long before the Bureau of  Reclamation dammed the 

Colorado River,  Glen Canyon was a place of  mystery 

and wonder. Native American tribes had lived in the 

canyon for centuries, but it was not until the late 19th 

century  that  Euro-Americans  began  to  explore  its 

depths.

In  1869,  John  Wesley  Powell  led  the  first  major 

expedition through Glen Canyon. Powell and his crew 

of nine men traveled down the river in wooden boats, 

navigating  treacherous  rapids  and  exploring  the 

canyon's many side canyons. Powell's expedition was a 

major  scientific  achievement,  and  his  writings  and 

photographs helped to  introduce Glen Canyon to the 

world.

In the early 20th century, other explorers followed in 

Powell's  footsteps.  Francis  Marion  Bishop,  a 
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photographer and writer,  made several trips through 

Glen  Canyon  in  the  1920s  and  1930s.  Bishop's 

photographs  captured  the  beauty  of  the  canyon  and 

helped to raise awareness of its importance.

In the 1950s, a group of river runners led by Martin 

Litton began exploring Glen Canyon by kayak. Litton 

and his team made several first descents of the river's 

most  challenging  rapids,  and  their  work  helped  to 

popularize  kayaking  as  a  way  to  experience  the 

canyon.

The exploration and discovery of Glen Canyon was a 

long  and  fascinating  process.  From  the  Native 

Americans  who  first  called  the  canyon  home  to  the 

river  runners  who  explored  its  depths  in  the  20th 

century, Glen Canyon has inspired awe and wonder in 

generations of Americans.

Glen Canyon was a place of great beauty and ecological 

importance. The river's clear waters flowed through a 

landscape of towering red rock cliffs, side canyons, and 
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hidden waterfalls. The canyon was home to a variety of 

plants and animals,  including many that  were found 

nowhere else on Earth.

The  exploration  of  Glen  Canyon  helped  to  raise 

awareness  of  its  importance,  but  it  also  led  to  its 

eventual  demise.  In  the  1950s,  the  Bureau  of 

Reclamation began planning to dam the Colorado River 

at Glen Canyon. The dam would create Lake Powell, a 

massive reservoir that would provide water and power 

to the growing Southwest.

The  damming  of  Glen  Canyon  was  a  controversial 

decision.  Many  people,  including  river  runners, 

conservationists,  and  Native  Americans,  opposed  the 

dam, arguing that it would destroy the canyon's natural 

beauty  and  ecological  value.  However,  the  dam  was 

ultimately built,  and in 1963, the Colorado River was 

dammed at Glen Canyon.

The  damming  of  Glen  Canyon  was  a  tragedy.  The 

river's  free-flowing  waters  were  stopped,  and  the 
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canyon's  ecosystem  was  destroyed.  The  dam  also 

flooded  many  archaeological  sites,  including  Native 

American ruins and petroglyphs.

The  loss  of  Glen  Canyon  is  a  reminder  of  the 

importance of protecting our wild places. We must not 

allow our natural  heritage to be destroyed for short-

term gain.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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