
The Genuine Frontier

Introduction

The  Genuine  Frontier  is  a  comprehensive  and 

authoritative  volume  that  explores  the  vast  and 

captivating history of the American frontier. From the 

arrival of European explorers to the settlement of the 

West, this book offers a rich and detailed account of the 

people, events, and forces that shaped this iconic era.

Drawing  upon  extensive  research  and  a  deep 

understanding  of  the  subject  matter,  Pasquale  De 

Marco presents a nuanced and engaging narrative that 

brings the frontier to life. Through vivid descriptions, 

meticulous documentation, and insightful analysis, The 

Genuine  Frontier  provides  a  panoramic  view  of  the 

frontier  experience,  capturing  its  complexities, 

contradictions, and enduring legacy.
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The  frontier  was  a  crucible  of  American  identity,  a 

testing  ground  where  the  nation's  values  and 

institutions  were  forged.  It  was  a  place  of  both 

opportunity and hardship, where dreams were realized 

and  shattered.  The  Genuine  Frontier  delves  into  the 

social,  economic,  political,  and  cultural  forces  that 

shaped the  frontier,  exploring  the  interplay  between 

different groups and the impact of the frontier on the 

development of the United States.

This book is not simply a chronicle of events; it is an 

exploration of the human spirit. The Genuine Frontier 

tells  the  stories  of  the  pioneers,  settlers,  miners, 

ranchers,  merchants,  and  outlaws  who  risked 

everything  to  build  a  new  life  in  the  untamed 

wilderness. It examines the challenges they faced, the 

choices they made, and the sacrifices they endured.

Through a diverse array of primary sources, including 

letters,  diaries,  newspapers,  and  government 

documents, The Genuine Frontier brings the voices of 

2



the past to life. Readers will encounter the hopes and 

fears, the triumphs and tragedies, of those who lived on 

the  frontier.  They  will  witness  the  birth  of  new 

communities, the rise and fall of boomtowns, and the 

transformation of the landscape.

The  Genuine  Frontier  is  more  than  just  a  historical 

account;  it  is  a  testament  to  the  resilience  and 

ingenuity  of  the  American  people.  It  is  a  story  of 

courage,  determination,  and  the  pursuit  of  a  better 

future.  This  book  is  an  essential  reading  for  anyone 

who seeks to understand the American frontier and its 

enduring impact on the nation's identity.

3



Book Description

The  Genuine  Frontier  is  the  definitive  guide  to  the 

American Frontier,  offering a comprehensive and in-

depth  exploration  of  this  pivotal  era  in  American 

History. From the arrival of European explorers to the 

settlement  of  the  West,  this  authoritative  volume 

delves into the social, economic, political, and cultural 

forces that shaped the Frontier experience.

Drawing  upon  extensive  research  and  a  deep 

understanding  of  the  subject  matter,  Pasquale  De 

Marco provides a nuanced and engaging narrative that 

brings  the  Frontier  to  life.  Through  meticulous 

research,  expert  analysis,  and  a  wealth  of  primary 

sources, The Genuine Frontier offers a panoramic view 

of  the  Frontier,  encompassing  its  triumphs  and 

tragedies,  its  heroes  and  villains,  and  its  enduring 

impact on the American identity.
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The  Frontier  was  a  crucible  of  American  identity,  a 

testing  ground  where  the  nation's  values  and 

institutions  were  forged.  It  was  a  place  of  both 

opportunity and hardship, where dreams were realized 

and  shattered.  The  Genuine  Frontier  delves  into  the 

lives of the pioneers, settlers, miners, ranchers, and out 

plaza who risked everything to build a new life in the 

untamed Wilderness.  It  examines the challenges they 

faced, the sacrifices they made, and the legacies they 

left behind.

More  than  just  a  historical  account,  The  Genuine 

Frontier  is  a  testament  to  the  resilience  and 

determination of the American people. It is a story of 

courage, sacrifice, and the indomitable spirit that drove 

the  nation  Westward.  Through  a  diverse  array  of 

primary  sources,  including  letters,  diaries,  and 

government  documents,  readers  will  encounter  the 

sights, sounds, and emotions of those who lived on the 

Frontier.  They  will  witness  the  birth  of  new 
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communities, the rise and fall of boomtowns, and the 

transformation of the landscape.

The  Genuine  Frontier  is  an  essential  reading  for 

anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the  American 

Frontier  and  its  enduring  impact  on  the  nation's 

identity. It is a comprehensive and engaging account of 

this  pivotal  era,  told  through  the  eyes  of  those  who 

lived  it.  Whether  you  are  a  historian,  a  student,  or 

simply someone curious about the American West, The 

Genuine Frontier is a must-read.
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Chapter 1: The Land

The Physical Geography of the Frontier

The American frontier was a vast and diverse region, 

stretching from the Atlantic coast to the Pacific Ocean. 

It encompassed a wide range of physical features, from 

towering mountains to sprawling prairies, from dense 

forests to arid deserts.

The Appalachian Mountains formed a natural barrier 

between the eastern seaboard and the interior of the 

continent. These mountains were a major obstacle for 

westward expansion, but they also provided a source 

of valuable resources, such as timber and minerals.

To the west of the Appalachians lay the Great Plains, a 

vast  expanse  of  rolling  grasslands.  The  Great  Plains 

were  home  to  immense  herds  of  buffalo,  which 

provided  food  and  clothing  for  the  Native  American 

tribes who lived there.
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Beyond the  Great  Plains  lay  the  Rocky  Mountains,  a 

towering range that stretched from Canada to Mexico. 

The  Rocky  Mountains  were  a  formidable  barrier  to 

westward expansion, but they also contained valuable 

mineral deposits, such as gold and silver.

To the west of the Rocky Mountains lay the Great Basin, 

a vast arid region that was home to a number of salt 

lakes and playas. The Great Basin was a difficult place 

to live, but it was also a source of valuable minerals, 

such as borax and potash.

Finally,  to the west of  the Great Basin lay the Sierra 

Nevada and Cascade Mountains, two towering ranges 

that formed a natural barrier between the interior of 

the continent and the Pacific Ocean. These mountains 

were  a  major  obstacle  for  westward  expansion,  but 

they also provided a source of valuable resources, such 

as timber and water.

The physical geography of the frontier played a major 

role  in  shaping the  history  of  the  United States.  The 
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mountains,  rivers,  and  deserts  of  the  frontier  were 

both a barrier and a resource for westward expansion. 

They  shaped the  way that  people  lived  and worked, 

and they played a major role in the development of the 

American character.
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Chapter 1: The Land

The Native American Tribes of the Frontier

The  Native  American  tribes  of  the  frontier  were  a 

diverse and complex group of people. They had their 

own unique cultures,  languages,  and traditions.  They 

also had a deep connection to the land, which they saw 

as their home.

The arrival of European settlers on the frontier had a 

profound impact  on the Native American tribes.  The 

settlers brought with them diseases, alcohol, and guns. 

They also took over the land that the Native Americans 

had lived on for centuries.

As a result of these changes, the Native American tribes 

were forced to adapt to a new way of life. They had to 

learn  to  live  with  the  settlers  and  to  fight  for  their 

rights.

The  Native  American  tribes  of  the  frontier  played  a 

vital  role  in  the  history  of  the  United  States.  They 
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helped to shape the country's identity and its values. 

They also fought to protect their land and their way of 

life.

The Lakota People

The  Lakota  people  were  one  of  the  most  powerful 

Native American tribes on the frontier.  They lived in 

the Great Plains region, which is now part of the United 

States. The Lakota were known for their horsemanship 

and  their  hunting  skills.  They  were  also  skilled 

warriors.

The Lakota people played a major role in the Indian 

Wars of the 19th century. They fought to protect their 

land  from  the  settlers.  The  Lakota  were  eventually 

defeated,  but  they  never  gave  up  their  fight  for 

freedom.

The Cheyenne People

The  Cheyenne  people  were  another  powerful  Native 

American tribe on the frontier. They lived in the Great 

11



Plains region, which is now part of the United States. 

The Cheyenne were known for their horsemanship and 

their hunting skills. They were also skilled warriors.

The Cheyenne people played a major role in the Indian 

Wars of the 19th century. They fought to protect their 

land from the settlers. The Cheyenne were eventually 

defeated,  but  they  never  gave  up  their  fight  for 

freedom.

The Arapaho People

The Arapaho people were a Native American tribe that 

lived in the Great Plains region, which is now part of 

the United States. The Arapaho were known for their 

horsemanship and their hunting skills. They were also 

skilled warriors.

The Arapaho people played a major role in the Indian 

Wars of the 19th century. They fought to protect their 

land from the settlers.  The Arapaho were eventually 
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defeated,  but  they  never  gave  up  their  fight  for 

freedom.

The Kiowa People

The Kiowa people were a Native American tribe that 

lived in the Great Plains region, which is now part of 

the  United  States.  The  Kiowa  were  known  for  their 

horsemanship and their hunting skills. They were also 

skilled warriors.

The Kiowa people played a major role  in the Indian 

Wars of the 19th century. They fought to protect their 

land  from  the  settlers.  The  Kiowa  were  eventually 

defeated,  but  they  never  gave  up  their  fight  for 

freedom.
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Chapter 1: The Land

The European Explorers of the Frontier

The European explorers of the American frontier were 

a  diverse  group  of  adventurers,  soldiers,  and 

missionaries who ventured into the unknown in search 

of  wealth,  glory,  and  religious  freedom.  They  came 

from all  walks of life and brought with them a wide 

range  of  skills  and  experiences.  Some  were  highly 

educated  and  well-funded,  while  others  were  simple 

farmers or laborers who sought a new life in the New 

World.

The first Europeans to explore the American frontier 

were  the  Spanish,  who  arrived  in  the  early  16th 

century.  They  were  followed by  the  French,  English, 

and Dutch. Each of these nations had its own reasons 

for  exploring  the  New  World,  but  they  all  shared  a 

common goal: to find a passage to the Pacific Ocean.
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The search for  a  passage to  the Pacific Ocean was a 

long and arduous one. The Spanish explored the Gulf of 

Mexico and the Pacific coast of South America, while 

the  French explored  the  St.  Lawrence  River  and the 

Great Lakes. The English explored the Atlantic coast of 

North  America,  and  the  Dutch  explored  the  Hudson 

River and the Delaware River.

Despite their best efforts, none of these nations were 

able to find a passage to the Pacific Ocean. However, 

their explorations did lead to a number of important 

discoveries. The Spanish discovered gold and silver in 

Mexico  and  Peru,  and  the  French  discovered  the 

Mississippi  River.  The  English  established  colonies 

along the Atlantic coast,  and the Dutch founded New 

Amsterdam (later New York City).

The  European  explorers  of  the  American  frontier 

played a major role in shaping the history of the United 

States. Their explorations opened up the continent to 
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settlement, and their discoveries paved the way for the 

westward expansion of the United States.

Here are some of the most famous European explorers 

of the American frontier:

 Christopher  Columbus  (Italy):  Discovered  the 

Americas in 1492.

 Hernán  Cortés  (Spain):  Conquered  the  Aztec 

Empire in 1521.

 Francisco  Pizarro  (Spain):  Conquered  the  Inca 

Empire in 1532.

 Jacques  Cartier  (France):  Explored  the  St. 

Lawrence River in 1534.

 Henry Hudson (England):  Explored the Hudson 

River in 1609.

 Samuel de Champlain (France): Founded Quebec 

City in 1608.

 John Smith  (England):  Founded the  Jamestown 

colony in 1607.
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These are just a few of the many European explorers 

who ventured into the American frontier. Their stories 

are a testament to the human spirit of adventure and 

exploration.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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