
What Made America II

Introduction

This  book  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of  images  to 

capture and convey the American experience. From the 

earliest  daguerreotypes  to  the  latest  digital 

photographs, images have played a vital role in shaping 

our understanding of ourselves and our nation. They 

have documented our history, celebrated our triumphs, 

and confronted us with our challenges.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  rich  and  complex 

relationship  between  photography  and  American 

identity. We will examine how images have been used 

to construct the American Dream, to document social 

and  cultural  change,  and  to  capture  the  iconic 

moments  that  have  shaped  our  nation's  history.  We 

will also consider the power of images to persuade, to 

inspire, and to document the human experience.
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Through  a  series  of  compelling  essays  and  stunning 

photographs, this book offers a unique perspective on 

the American experience. It is a must-read for anyone 

interested  in  photography,  history,  or  the  role  of 

images in our culture.
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Book Description

What Made America II is a groundbreaking book that 

explores  the  complex  relationship  between 

photography and American identity. Through a series 

of  compelling  essays  and  stunning  photographs,  this 

book  offers  a  unique  perspective  on  the  American 

experience.

From the earliest  daguerreotypes to  the latest  digital 

images, photography has played a vital role in shaping 

our  understanding  of  ourselves  and  our  nation. 

Photographs have documented our history, celebrated 

our triumphs, and confronted us with our challenges. 

They have been used to construct the American Dream, 

to document social and cultural change, and to capture 

the  iconic  moments  that  have  shaped  our  nation's 

history.

What Made America  II examines  how images  have 

been  used  to  shape  American  identity,  from  the 
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daguerreotypes  of  the  19th  century  to  the  digital 

images  of  the  21st  century.  It  explores  the  role  of 

photography  in  documenting  social  and  cultural 

change,  from  the  Civil  War  to  the  Civil  Rights 

Movement.  It  also  considers  the  power  of  images  to 

persuade,  to  inspire,  and  to  document  the  human 

experience.

With  its  insightful  essays  and  stunning  photographs, 

What  Made  America  II is  a  must-read  for  anyone 

interested  in  photography,  history,  or  the  role  of 

images in our culture. It is a book that will challenge 

your  assumptions  about  photography  and  the 

American experience. 

4



Chapter 1: An American Mirror

American Identity in Photography

Photography has played a significant  role  in shaping 

American identity. From the earliest daguerreotypes to 

the  latest  digital  photographs,  images  have  captured 

the essence of the American experience, documenting 

our history, culture, and values.

One of the most iconic images in American history is 

Dorothea Lange's "Migrant Mother," taken during the 

Great  Depression.  This  photograph,  which  depicts  a 

poverty-stricken  mother  and  her  children,  became  a 

symbol of the hardships faced by millions of Americans 

during the economic crisis. Another iconic image is Joe 

Rosenthal's  "Raising  the  Flag  on  Iwo  Jima,"  which 

captured the moment when American soldiers raised 

the American flag on Mount Suribachi  during World 

War II. This photograph became a symbol of American 

courage and resilience.

5



In  addition  to  documenting  historical  events, 

photography  has  also  been  used  to  capture  the 

everyday  lives  of  Americans.  Images  of  family  life, 

work, and leisure have helped to create a shared sense 

of  identity  among  Americans.  For  example,  the 

photographs  of  Lewis  Hine,  which  documented  the 

lives of child laborers in the early 20th century, helped 

to  raise  awareness  of  the  need for  child  labor  laws. 

Similarly,  the  photographs  of  Walker  Evans,  which 

captured  the  lives  of  poor  farmers  during  the  Great 

Depression, helped to bring attention to the plight of 

the rural poor.

Photography  has  also  been  used  to  challenge 

traditional notions of American identity. For example, 

the photographs of Robert Mapplethorpe, which often 

depicted  homoerotic  scenes,  challenged  traditional 

views  of  sexuality  and  gender.  Similarly,  the 

photographs of Cindy Sherman, which often featured 

the  artist  herself  in  various  guises,  challenged 

traditional notions of identity and representation.
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In recent years, photography has become increasingly 

accessible,  thanks  to  the  rise  of  digital  cameras  and 

social media. This has led to a proliferation of images 

that  reflect  the  diversity  of  American  life.  Today, 

Americans can share their own images with the world 

through social media platforms such as Instagram and 

Facebook.  This  has  created  a  new  kind  of  visual 

dialogue about what it means to be American.

In conclusion, photography has played a vital role in 

shaping  American  identity.  From  the  earliest 

daguerreotypes  to  the  latest  digital  photographs, 

images  have  captured  the  essence  of  the  American 

experience,  documenting  our  history,  culture,  and 

values.  Photography has  also  been used to  challenge 

traditional notions of American identity and to create a 

new kind of visual dialogue about what it means to be 

American.
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Chapter 1: An American Mirror

Constructing the American Dream

The American Dream is a uniquely American ideal that 

has inspired and motivated generations of people. It is 

the belief that anyone, no matter their background or 

circumstances,  can  achieve  success  and  prosperity 

through hard work, determination, and opportunity.

The  American  Dream  has  been  a  powerful  force  in 

shaping  American  culture  and  identity.  It  has  been 

celebrated in literature, art, and music, and it has been 

a driving force behind American economic and social 

progress.

However, the American Dream has also been criticized 

for being unrealistic and unattainable for many people. 

Critics argue that the American Dream is a myth that is 

used  to  justify  inequality  and  to  keep  people  from 

questioning the status quo.
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The American Dream is an evolving concept that has 

changed  over  time.  In  the  early  days  of  the  United 

States, the American Dream was often associated with 

land  ownership  and  economic  opportunity.  As  the 

country  became  more  industrialized,  the  American 

Dream came to be associated with social and economic 

mobility.  In  recent  years,  the  American  Dream  has 

been  challenged  by  a  number  of  factors,  including 

globalization,  automation,  and  the  rising  cost  of 

education and healthcare.

Despite the challenges, the American Dream remains a 

powerful ideal for many people. It is a reminder that 

anything  is  possible  in  America  and  that  hard  work 

and determination can pay off. The American Dream is 

a source of hope and inspiration for people all over the 

world.

The images that we see of the American Dream often 

play  a  role  in  shaping  our  understanding  of  it.  For 

example, images of wealthy and successful people can 
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reinforce  the  belief  that  the  American  Dream  is 

achievable for anyone. On the other hand, images of 

poverty and inequality  can challenge the idea of  the 

American Dream and make it seem like an impossible 

goal.

The way that we see the American Dream can also be 

influenced  by  our  own  personal  experiences.  For 

example,  people  who  have  experienced  poverty  or 

discrimination may have a different perspective on the 

American Dream than those who have not. Ultimately, 

the  American  Dream  is  a  complex  and  multifaceted 

ideal that means different things to different people.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: Photography and Art

The Enduring Legacy of Photography

Photography has a long and storied history as an art 

form.  From  its  humble  beginnings  as  a  scientific 

curiosity,  photography  has  evolved  into  a  powerful 

medium  of  expression  and  communication.  Artists 

have  used  photography  to  explore  a  wide  range  of 

themes and subjects,  from the  beauty  of  the  natural 

world to the complexities of human emotion.

In the early days of photography, artists were drawn to 

the medium's ability to capture a moment in time with 

incredible  accuracy.  They  used  photography  to 

document historical events, to create portraits of their 

friends and family,  and to  explore the beauty of  the 

natural  world.  As  photography  became  more 

sophisticated,  artists  began  to  experiment  with  new 

techniques and styles. They used photography to create 

abstract  compositions,  to  explore  the  relationship 
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between light and shadow, and to make political and 

social statements.

Today,  photography  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and 

accessible art forms in the world. It is used by artists of 

all  ages  and  backgrounds  to  express  their  creativity 

and to share their stories with the world. Photography 

is  also  an  important  tool  for  photojournalists  and 

documentary photographers,  who use it  to document 

important events and to bring awareness to important 

issues.

The enduring legacy of photography lies in its ability to 

capture  and  communicate  the  human  experience. 

Photographs have the power to move us, to inspire us, 

and to change our perspectives on the world. They are 

a testament to the power of art and to the importance 

of creativity.
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The Influence of Photography on Other Art Forms

Photography has also had a significant impact on other 

art forms, such as painting, sculpture, and film. Many 

artists  have  been inspired  by  photographs,  and they 

have used them as a starting point for their own work. 

For  example,  the  Impressionist  painters  were 

influenced  by  the  work  of  early  photographers,  and 

they used photography to capture the effects of  light 

and atmosphere.

The Commercialization of Photography

In recent years, photography has become increasingly 

commercialized. Photographs are used to sell products, 

to  promote  brands,  and  to  create  advertising 

campaigns.  This  has  led  to  a  decline  in  the  value  of 

photography as an art  form. However,  there are still 

many  artists  who  are  using  photography  to  create 

meaningful and thought-provoking work.
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The Future of Photography

The future of photography is uncertain. Some believe 

that  photography  will  continue  to  be  a  popular  art 

form, while others believe that it  will be replaced by 

new  technologies.  However,  one  thing  is  for  sure: 

photography has had a profound impact on the world, 

and it will continue to play an important role in our 

lives for many years to come.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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