
Perplexity  and  Burstiness  in 

Wittgenstein's Tractatus

Introduction

The  enigmatic  nature  of  language,  and  its  intricate 

connection to the world we perceive, has captivated the 

minds  of  philosophers  for  centuries.  In  his  seminal 

work,  the  Tractatus  Logico-Philosophicus,  Ludwig 

Wittgenstein  embarked  on  a  quest  to  unravel  the 

complexities  of  language,  unveiling  its  profound 

implications  for  our  understanding  of  reality, 

knowledge, and the limits of human thought.

The central thesis of the Tractatus revolves around the 

idea that language is a tool for depicting the world, a 

means  of  expressing  the  logical  structure  of  reality. 

Wittgenstein  argued  that  the  world  is  composed  of 

elementary facts, irreducible propositions that cannot 
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be further analyzed. These facts are independent of our 

minds  and exist  as  objective  truths.  Language,  in  its 

ideal  form,  serves  to  mirror  the  world's  structure, 

allowing  us  to  make  meaningful  statements  about 

reality.

However, Wittgenstein also recognized the limitations 

of  language.  He  famously  asserted  that  there  are 

certain things that cannot be said, that lie beyond the 

realm of linguistic expression. These ineffable aspects 

of reality, such as the nature of consciousness or the 

meaning of life, can only be experienced, not described. 

This distinction between the sayable and the unsayable 

has profound implications for our understanding of the 

world and our place within it.

Wittgenstein's  exploration  of  language  and  its 

relationship to reality has left an enduring legacy in the 

realm of philosophy. His ideas have sparked countless 

debates and inspired generations of thinkers to grapple 

with  the  fundamental  questions  of  existence, 

2



knowledge,  and  the  nature  of  reality.  While  the 

Tractatus remains a challenging and enigmatic work, 

its insights continue to illuminate our understanding of 

the world and our place within it.

In  this  book,  we  will  delve  into  the  depths  of 

Wittgenstein's  Tractatus  Logico-Philosophicus, 

examining its core concepts, exploring its implications, 

and  engaging  with  the  philosophical  debates  it  has 

engendered. We will embark on a journey through the 

labyrinthine corridors of language, truth, and reality, 

seeking to unravel the mysteries that lie at the heart of 

human understanding.

3



Book Description

Perplexity  and  Burstiness  in  Wittgenstein's  Tractatus 

takes  readers  on an intellectual  journey through the 

enigmatic world of language, reality, and the limits of 

human  understanding.  Inspired  by  Ludwig 

Wittgenstein's  groundbreaking  work,  the  Tractatus 

Logico-Philosophicus, this book delves into the depths 

of  Wittgenstein's  philosophical  insights,  exploring the 

intricate relationship between language and the world 

we perceive.

With  a  conversational  and  engaging  style,  this  book 

unpacks Wittgenstein's central thesis: that language is a 

tool for depicting the world, a means of expressing the 

logical structure of reality. Through a series of thought-

provoking chapters,  the book examines the nature of 

language,  the  limits  of  what  can  be  said,  and  the 

ineffable  aspects  of  reality  that  lie  beyond  linguistic 

expression.
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Readers  will  encounter  Wittgenstein's  concept  of 

elementary  facts,  the  irreducible  propositions  that 

form the foundation of reality.  They will  explore the 

distinction  between  the  sayable  and  the  unsayable, 

grappling with the profound implications of this divide 

for  our  understanding  of  the  world  and  our  place 

within it.

The  book  delves  into  the  complexities  of  truth  and 

falsity,  examining various theories of  truth and their 

relationship to reality.  It  explores the nature of  logic 

and inference, questioning the limits of our ability to 

reason and the foundations of knowledge.

Furthermore, the book explores Wittgenstein's ideas on 

mind and reality, consciousness and the self, ethics and 

values, religion and the meaning of life, art and beauty, 

and science and the limits of knowledge. Each chapter 

delves  into  these  profound  topics,  offering  fresh 

perspectives  and  challenging  readers  to  confront 
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fundamental questions about existence, consciousness, 

and the nature of reality.

Perplexity and Burstiness in Wittgenstein's Tractatus is 

an essential read for anyone seeking to understand the 

profound implications  of  Wittgenstein's  work.  It  is  a 

thought-provoking exploration of language, reality, and 

the limits of human understanding, inviting readers to 

engage with some of the most fundamental questions 

of philosophy.
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Chapter 1: The Enigma of Language

Wittgenstein's Linguistic Turn

Wittgenstein's linguistic turn, a pivotal moment in his 

philosophical journey, marked a profound shift in his 

approach  to  understanding  the  nature  of  language, 

reality, and knowledge. In his early work, Wittgenstein 

focused on the analysis of propositions and the logical 

structure of language. However, he eventually came to 

realize that the traditional methods of logical analysis 

were  insufficient  for  addressing  the  fundamental 

problems of philosophy.

Central  to  Wittgenstein's  linguistic  turn was the idea 

that  language  is  not  merely  a  tool  for  representing 

reality but rather an integral part of our experience of 

the world. He argued that the limits of our language are 

the  limits  of  our  world,  and  that  the  structure  of 

language shapes the way we perceive and understand 

reality.  This  insight  led  Wittgenstein  to  focus  on  the 
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relationship  between  language,  thought,  and  reality, 

and to explore the ways in which language influences 

our understanding of the world.

Wittgenstein's  linguistic  turn  was  influenced  by  a 

number of factors, including his study of the work of 

Gottlob Frege and Bertrand Russell, his experiences as 

a soldier in World War I, and his engagement with the 

work  of  mystics  and  religious  thinkers.  These 

influences  led  him  to  question  the  traditional 

assumptions about the nature of language and reality, 

and  to  develop  a  new  approach  to  philosophy  that 

emphasized the importance of ordinary language and 

everyday experience.

The  linguistic  turn  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

development of philosophy in the 20th century. It led to 

the  emergence  of  new  schools  of  thought,  such  as 

ordinary  language  philosophy  and  linguistic 

philosophy,  and  it  inspired  a  wide  range  of 

philosophical  investigations  into  the  nature  of 
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language,  meaning,  and  reality.  Wittgenstein's  ideas 

continue to be debated and discussed by philosophers 

today,  and  his  work  remains  a  major  source  of 

inspiration for contemporary philosophical thought.

Wittgenstein's  linguistic  turn  was  a  transformative 

moment in his philosophical development. It led him to 

a new understanding of the nature of language, reality, 

and knowledge, and it had a profound impact on the 

development  of  philosophy  in  the  20th  century.  His 

work  continues  to  be  a  source  of  inspiration  for 

contemporary  philosophers,  and  his  ideas  remain 

central  to  many  of  the  most  important  debates  in 

contemporary philosophy.
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Chapter 1: The Enigma of Language

The Picture Theory of Meaning

Wittgenstein's picture theory of meaning is a theory of 

how language works. It is based on the idea that the 

meaning of a word or phrase is determined by the way 

it is used to represent something in the world. In other 

words, the meaning of a word is its use.

Wittgenstein  first  introduced  the  picture  theory  of 

meaning in his Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus. In this 

work,  he  argued  that  the  world  is  made  up  of 

elementary  facts,  which  are  simple  statements  that 

cannot  be  further  analyzed.  He  also  argued  that 

language is a tool that we use to represent these facts.

According to the picture theory of meaning, a word or 

phrase  has  meaning  because  it  can  be  used  to 

represent  a  fact.  For  example,  the  word  "dog"  has 

meaning because it can be used to represent the fact 

that there is a dog in front of me. The meaning of the 
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word  "dog"  is  not  something  that  is  inherent  in  the 

word itself; rather, it is something that is determined 

by the way the word is used.

Wittgenstein's  picture  theory  of  meaning  has  been 

influential  in  the  development  of  philosophy  of 

language. It has also been used to explain a wide range 

of  linguistic  phenomena,  such  as  metaphor  and 

ambiguity.

Implications of the Picture Theory of Meaning

The  picture  theory  of  meaning  has  a  number  of 

implications for our understanding of language. First, it 

suggests  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  private 

language. A private language would be a language that 

only one person could understand. However, according 

to  the  picture  theory  of  meaning,  the  meaning  of  a 

word or phrase is  determined by the way it  is  used. 

This  means  that  a  word  or  phrase  cannot  have 

meaning for one person unless it is also used by other 

people in the same way.

11



Second,  the  picture  theory  of  meaning  suggests  that 

there is no such thing as a perfect language. A perfect 

language would be a language that could express all of 

the  facts  in  the  world.  However,  according  to  the 

picture theory of meaning, the meaning of a word or 

phrase is limited by the way it is used. This means that 

there is no language that can express all of the facts in 

the world.

Third,  the  picture  theory  of  meaning  suggests  that 

there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  universal  language.  A 

universal language would be a language that everyone 

in the world could understand. However, according to 

the picture theory of meaning, the meaning of a word 

or  phrase  is  determined  by  the  way  it  is  used.  This 

means that a word or phrase cannot have meaning for 

everyone in the world unless it is used by everyone in 

the world in the same way.
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Criticisms of the Picture Theory of Meaning

The picture theory of meaning has been criticized on a 

number  of  grounds.  One  criticism  is  that  it  is  too 

simplistic.  Critics  argue  that  the  picture  theory  of 

meaning  cannot  account  for  the  complexity  of 

language. For example, the picture theory of meaning 

cannot explain how we can use language to talk about 

things that do not exist, such as unicorns or ghosts.

Another criticism of the picture theory of meaning is 

that  it  is  too  narrow.  Critics  argue  that  the  picture 

theory  of  meaning  only  applies  to  a  small  subset  of 

language. For example, the picture theory of meaning 

cannot  explain  how we can use  language to  express 

emotions or to make requests.

Despite these criticisms, the picture theory of meaning 

remains an influential theory of how language works. 

It has helped us to understand a great deal about the 

nature of language and its relationship to the world.
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Chapter 1: The Enigma of Language

The Limits of Language

Wittgenstein's exploration of language in the Tractatus 

reveals profound insights into its limitations. He argues 

that  language  is  a  powerful  tool  for  expressing  our 

thoughts and ideas, yet it also has inherent constraints 

that shape and limit what we can say.

One  of  the  key  limitations  of  language,  according  to 

Wittgenstein,  is  its  inability  to  capture  the  full 

complexity of the world. Language is a symbolic system 

that relies on words and phrases to represent objects, 

properties, and relationships. However, these symbols 

are imperfect representations of the things they signify. 

They can never fully capture the richness and depth of 

the world's phenomena.

Another  limitation  of  language  is  its  dependence  on 

context.  The  meaning  of  words  and phrases  is  often 

ambiguous and can vary depending on the context in 
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which they are used. This context-dependence can lead 

to  misunderstandings  and  misinterpretations, 

particularly  when  people  from  different  linguistic 

backgrounds  or  cultural  contexts  attempt  to 

communicate.

Wittgenstein also argues that language is limited by its 

inability  to  express  certain  things.  There  are  some 

aspects of reality, such as the nature of consciousness 

or the meaning of life, that defy linguistic description. 

These  ineffable  aspects  of  reality  transcend  the 

boundaries  of  language  and  cannot  be  adequately 

conveyed through words.

Finally, Wittgenstein points out that language is limited 

by its own structure. The rules of grammar and syntax 

impose  certain  constraints  on  what  can  be  said  and 

how it  can be said.  These constraints  can sometimes 

hinder our ability to express our thoughts and ideas in 

a clear and precise manner.
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Despite these limitations, Wittgenstein does not reject 

language outright. He recognizes that it is a powerful 

tool  for  communication  and  thought.  However,  he 

urges  us  to  be  aware of  its  limitations  and to  use  it 

carefully and thoughtfully.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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