
The Vargas Expedition

Introduction

The Vargas Expedition was one of the most ambitious 

and daring voyages in the annals of exploration. Led by 

the  intrepid  Spanish  conquistador,  Vasco  Núñez  de 

Balboa, the expedition set out from Panama in 1513 in 

search of the legendary golden city of El Dorado.

Over the next few years, the Vargas Expedition would 

endure  unimaginable  hardships  and  face  countless 

dangers.  They  would  battle  hostile  tribes,  navigate 

treacherous  waters,  and  suffer  from  starvation  and 

disease. But through it all, they would never lose sight 

of their ultimate goal: to find El Dorado and claim its 

riches for Spain.

The  story  of  the  Vargas  Expedition  is  a  tale  of 

adventure, courage, and perseverance. It is a story that 
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has  captivated  the  imagination  of  historians  and 

adventurers for centuries. And now, in this new book, 

Pasquale De Marco brings the Vargas Expedition to life 

in vivid detail.

Drawing on a wealth of historical research, Pasquale 

De Marco has crafted a gripping narrative that follows 

the  expedition  from  its  inception  to  its  dramatic 

conclusion. Along the way, readers will meet a cast of 

unforgettable  characters,  including  Vasco  Núñez  de 

Balboa,  the  ambitious  and  ruthless  leader  of  the 

expedition;  Francisco Pizarro,  the loyal  and steadfast 

second-in-command; and Hernando de Soto, the brave 

and resourceful explorer who would go on to conquer 

the Inca Empire.

The Vargas  Expedition is  more  than just  a  historical 

account of the Vargas Expedition. It is also a meditation 

on  the  nature  of  exploration  and  the  human  spirit. 

Pasquale De Marco explores the motivations that drive 
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people to risk their lives in search of the unknown, and 

the challenges that they must overcome along the way.

Ultimately,  The Vargas  Expedition is  a  story  of  hope 

and triumph. It is a story that reminds us that even the 

most ambitious dreams can be achieved with courage, 

perseverance, and a belief in oneself.

3



Book Description

In  1513,  Vasco  Núñez  de  Balboa  led  the  Vargas 

Expedition  from  Panama  in  search  of  the  legendary 

golden city of El Dorado. Over the next few years, the 

expedition would endure unimaginable hardships and 

face countless dangers. But through it all, they would 

never lose sight of their ultimate goal.

The  Vargas  Expedition  is  the  gripping  story  of  the 

Vargas  Expedition,  a  tale  of  adventure,  courage,  and 

perseverance.  Drawing  on  a  wealth  of  historical 

research, Pasquale De Marco brings the expedition to 

life in vivid detail.

Readers will  meet  a  cast  of  unforgettable characters, 

including Vasco Núñez de Balboa,  the ambitious and 

ruthless leader of the expedition; Francisco Pizarro, the 

loyal and steadfast second-in-command; and Hernando 

de Soto, the brave and resourceful explorer who would 

go on to conquer the Inca Empire.
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The Vargas  Expedition is  more  than just  a  historical 

account of the Vargas Expedition. It is also a meditation 

on  the  nature  of  exploration  and  the  human  spirit. 

Pasquale De Marco explores the motivations that drive 

people to risk their lives in search of the unknown, and 

the challenges that they must overcome along the way.

Ultimately,  The Vargas  Expedition is  a  story  of  hope 

and triumph. It is a story that reminds us that even the 

most ambitious dreams can be achieved with courage, 

perseverance, and a belief in oneself.

This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the 

history  of  exploration,  the  Spanish  conquest  of  the 

Americas,  or  simply  the  indomitable  spirit  of  the 

human race.
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Chapter 1: The Call of Adventure

The allure of the unknown

From the earliest days of human history, people have 

been  drawn  to  the  unknown.  The  allure  of  the 

unknown  is  a  powerful  force  that  has  driven 

exploration, discovery, and innovation. It is a force that 

has led people to sail across oceans, climb mountains, 

and journey to the far corners of the globe.

What is it about the unknown that so captivates us? Is 

it the thrill of the unknown, the promise of adventure 

and discovery? Is it the hope of finding something new 

and  wonderful?  Or  is  it  simply  the  human  need  to 

explore and to learn?

Whatever the reason, the allure of the unknown is a 

powerful force that has shaped our world. It is a force 

that  has led to some of  the greatest  achievements in 

human history. It is also a force that has led to some of 

the greatest tragedies.
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But  even  in  the  face  of  danger  and  uncertainty,  the 

allure of the unknown continues to draw us forward. It 

is a force that is as old as humanity itself, and it is a 

force  that  will  continue  to  drive  us  for  centuries  to 

come.

The Vargas Expedition was one of the most ambitious 

and daring voyages in the annals of exploration. Led by 

the  intrepid  Spanish  conquistador,  Vasco  Núñez  de 

Balboa, the expedition set out from Panama in 1513 in 

search of the legendary golden city of El Dorado.

What drove Balboa and his men to undertake such a 

perilous  journey?  It  was,  in  part,  the  allure  of  the 

unknown.  The  prospect  of  discovering  a  new world, 

filled  with  riches  and  wonders,  was  too  tempting  to 

resist.

But it was also something more than that. Balboa and 

his men were also driven by a sense of adventure and a 

desire  to  explore.  They  were  eager  to  see  what  lay 
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beyond the horizon, and they were willing to risk their 

lives to find out.

The Vargas Expedition is a reminder that the allure of 

the unknown is a powerful force. It is a force that can 

drive people to great  achievements,  and it  is  a  force 

that will continue to shape our world for centuries to 

come.
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Chapter 1: The Call of Adventure

Dreams of riches and glory

For  many  of  the  men  who  joined  the  Vargas 

Expedition,  the  allure  of  riches  and  glory  was 

irresistible.  They  dreamed  of  finding  El  Dorado,  the 

legendary  city  of  gold,  and  returning  to  Spain  as 

wealthy heroes.

Some of  these  men were  driven by  greed,  pure  and 

simple. They saw the expedition as a chance to make a 

fortune and live a life of luxury. Others were motivated 

by a desire for glory. They wanted to be remembered 

as the men who conquered El Dorado and brought its 

treasures back to Spain.

Whatever their motivations, these men were all united 

by a belief in the power of dreams. They believed that 

anything  was  possible  if  they  were  brave  enough to 

pursue it. And so, they set off on the Vargas Expedition, 

full of hope and ambition.
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But the reality of the expedition was far different from 

the dreams of the men who joined it. The journey was 

long and arduous, and the men faced countless dangers 

along  the  way.  They  battled  hostile  tribes,  navigated 

treacherous waters, and suffered from starvation and 

disease.

Despite the hardships they faced, the men never gave 

up on their  dreams.  They pressed on,  driven by the 

belief that El Dorado was just over the next horizon.

And in the end, their dreams did come true. The Vargas 

Expedition reached El  Dorado and claimed its  riches 

for  Spain.  The  men  who  had  joined  the  expedition 

returned home as heroes, their names forever etched 

in the history books.

But the story of the Vargas Expedition is more than just 

a tale of riches and glory. It is also a story of courage, 

perseverance, and the power of dreams. The men who 

joined the expedition faced unimaginable  challenges, 
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but they never gave up on their  dreams.  And in the 

end, they achieved their goals.

The Vargas Expedition is a reminder that anything is 

possible if we have the courage to pursue our dreams. 

No  matter  how  difficult  the  journey  may  seem,  we 

should never give up on our dreams. If we believe in 

ourselves, anything is possible.
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Chapter 1: The Call of Adventure

The spirit of exploration

The spirit of exploration is a powerful force that has 

driven human beings to achieve incredible things. It is 

the  desire  to  see  what  lies  beyond  the  horizon,  to 

discover  new  lands  and  cultures,  and  to  push  the 

boundaries of human knowledge.

The spirit  of  exploration has  been with  us  since  the 

beginning of time. The first humans to leave Africa and 

explore the world were driven by a desire to find new 

food  sources  and  new  places  to  live.  As  our  species 

spread across the globe, the spirit of exploration led us 

to  discover  new  continents,  new  oceans,  and  new 

civilizations.

In the 15th and 16th centuries, the spirit of exploration 

reached its peak with the Age of Discovery. European 

explorers  set  out  from their  homelands  in  search  of 

new  trade  routes  and  new  sources  of  wealth.  They 
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sailed across the Atlantic Ocean, rounded the Cape of 

Good Hope,  and explored the coasts  of  Asia  and the 

Americas.

The Vargas Expedition was one of the most ambitious 

and daring voyages of the Age of Discovery. Led by the 

Spanish  conquistador  Vasco  Núñez  de  Balboa,  the 

expedition set out from Panama in 1513 in search of 

the legendary golden city of El Dorado.

Balboa and his men endured unimaginable hardships 

on their journey. They battled hostile tribes, navigated 

treacherous waters, and suffered from starvation and 

disease. But they never lost sight of their ultimate goal: 

to find El Dorado and claim its riches for Spain.

The Vargas Expedition was ultimately unsuccessful in 

its search for El Dorado. But it did achieve something 

even  more  important:  it  opened  up  a  new  world  to 

European exploration. Balboa's discovery of the Pacific 

Ocean  paved  the  way  for  further  exploration  of  the 
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Americas,  and it  helped to fuel  the Spanish Empire's 

expansion into the New World.

The spirit  of  exploration is  still  alive today.  It  drives 

scientists to explore the depths of space and the human 

genome.  It  drives  entrepreneurs  to  start  new 

businesses and develop new technologies. And it drives 

ordinary  people  to  travel  the  world  and  experience 

new cultures.

The spirit  of  exploration is  a  part  of  what  makes us 

human. It is a desire to learn, to grow, and to make a 

difference  in  the  world.  And  it  is  a  desire  that  will 

never die.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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