
The Vermont Killings

Introduction

In  the  picturesque  state  of  Vermont,  where  vibrant 

hues of autumn leaves paint a breathtaking tapestry, a 

tranquil  getaway  turns  into  a  chilling  nightmare. 

Prepare to delve into a gripping tale of murder, deceit, 

and the darkness that lurks beneath the surface.

Join Barnaby Moss and Arnie Kotkin, two close friends 

whose  lives  are  irrevocably  intertwined by  a  shared 

past  and an unshakeable  bond.  Their  journey to  the 

quaint town of Willow Creek was meant to be a respite 

from life's complexities, but fate had a sinister plan in 

store.

As the vibrant foliage conceals a web of hidden secrets, 

the idyllic façade of Willow Creek crumbles, revealing a 

sinister  underbelly.  Barnaby  and  Arnie  soon  find 
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themselves  ensnared  in  a  twisted  game  of  cat  and 

mouse,  where  every  step  brings  them  closer  to  the 

chilling truth.

With each chilling revelation, the lines between victim 

and perpetrator blur, and the bonds of trust are tested 

to their limits.  As the body count rises,  Barnaby and 

Arnie must race against time to unmask the killer and 

uncover the malevolent forces at play.

In this gripping tale, the boundaries of loyalty, justice, 

and morality  are  pushed to  the brink.  Prepare for  a 

rollercoaster  ride  of  suspense,  betrayal,  and  the 

relentless pursuit of truth. As the leaves of autumn turn 

crimson  with  secrets,  the  stage  is  set  for  an 

unforgettable journey into the darkest corners of the 

human heart.

The Vermont Killings is more than just a crime story; 

it's a profound exploration of the human condition, the 

resilience of the human spirit, and the enduring power 

of hope amidst adversity.
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Book Description

In the tranquil town of Willow Creek, autumn's vibrant 

hues paint a picturesque backdrop to a chilling tale of 

murder, deceit, and the darkness that lurks beneath the 

surface.

Barnaby  Moss  and  Arnie  Kotkin,  two  close  friends 

bound by a shared past, embark on a getaway to escape 

life's complexities. But fate has a sinister plan in store 

for them. As they delve deeper into the town's hidden 

secrets, the idyllic façade crumbles, revealing a web of 

twisted intentions and deadly motives.

With each chilling revelation, the lines between victim 

and perpetrator blur, and the bonds of trust are tested 

to their limits.  As the body count rises,  Barnaby and 

Arnie  race  against  time  to  unmask  the  killer  and 

uncover the malevolent forces at play.

In this gripping tale, the boundaries of loyalty, justice, 

and morality  are  pushed to  the brink.  Prepare for  a 

3



rollercoaster  ride  of  suspense,  betrayal,  and  the 

relentless pursuit of truth. As the leaves of autumn turn 

crimson  with  secrets,  the  stage  is  set  for  an 

unforgettable journey into the darkest corners of the 

human heart.

The Vermont Killings is more than just a crime story; 

it's a profound exploration of the human condition, the 

resilience of the human spirit, and the enduring power 

of hope amidst adversity.

Amidst the vibrant foliage and quaint charm, a sinister 

game  of  cat  and  mouse  unfolds,  where  every  step 

brings Barnaby and Arnie closer to the chilling truth. 

With  each  twist  and  turn,  the  stakes  rise,  and  the 

boundaries of their own morality are tested.

In  a  world  where  appearances  can  be  deceiving, 

Barnaby  and  Arnie  must  confront  their  own  inner 

demons while navigating a labyrinth of suspicion and 

danger. The Vermont Killings is a gripping tale that will 
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keep you on the edge of your seat until the very last 

page.
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Chapter 1: Deadly Excursion

Vermont's Autumn Allure

Vermont, a state nestled in the heart of New England, is 

renowned for its breathtaking autumnal splendor. As 

the summer heat fades and crisp autumn air fills the 

atmosphere, the state transforms into a vibrant canvas 

of crimson, gold, and amber.

The Green Mountains,  which stretch across the state, 

become  a  kaleidoscope  of  colors,  their  slopes  ablaze 

with  vibrant  hues.  Sugar  maples,  the  state  tree  of 

Vermont, take center stage, their leaves turning from a 

delicate yellow to a fiery orange.  The vibrant foliage 

paints a picturesque backdrop for quaint villages and 

charming towns, creating a scene that seems straight 

out of a painter's imagination.

Shelburne Farms, a sprawling estate on the shores of 

Lake Champlain, offers a stunning display of autumn 

colors.  Visitors  can  wander  through  the  manicured 
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gardens,  marveling  at  the  vibrant  hues  of  trees 

reflecting in the crystal-clear waters  of  the lake.  The 

Shelburne Museum, renowned for its vast collection of 

American art, provides a picturesque setting to admire 

the surrounding foliage.

As the days grow shorter and the nights turn cooler, the 

allure of Vermont's autumn beauty only intensifies. The 

vibrant colors take on a different character under the 

soft glow of twilight, casting an ethereal glow upon the 

landscape. The state's many hiking trails,  such as the 

Long  Trail  and  the  Appalachian  Trail,  offer  hikers  a 

chance  to  immerse  themselves  in  the  beauty  of  the 

changing seasons.

For those seeking a more leisurely experience, a scenic 

drive along the winding roads of Vermont provides a 

front-row  seat  to  the  autumn  spectacle.  The  foliage 

frames the roadways, creating a picturesque tunnel of 

vibrant colors. The state's many covered bridges, such 

as  the  Taftsville  Covered Bridge  and the  Middlebury 
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Covered  Bridge,  add  a  touch  of  rustic  charm  to  the 

autumnal landscape.

As  the  autumn  season  reaches  its  peak,  the  state 

celebrates with a variety of  festivals and events.  The 

Vermont Pumpkin Chuckin' Festival showcases the art 

of  launching  pumpkins  through  the  air  using 

homemade machines, while the Stowe Foliage Festival 

offers  a  weekend  of  live  music,  craft  vendors,  and 

family-friendly activities.

Whether you're an avid hiker, a nature enthusiast, or 

simply someone seeking a respite from the hustle and 

bustle of everyday life, Vermont's autumn allure is an 

experience  not  to  be  missed.  The  vibrant  colors,  the 

crisp air, and the stunning landscapes create a magical 

atmosphere that will linger in your memory long after 

the leaves have fallen.
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Chapter 1: Deadly Excursion

A Trip to Remember, or Not

Nestled amidst the vibrant hues of Vermont's autumn 

foliage,  the  quaint  town  of  Willow  Creek  beckoned 

Barnaby Moss and Arnie Kotkin with the promise of a 

tranquil getaway. However, fate had a sinister plan in 

store, transforming their peaceful retreat into a chilling 

nightmare.

As  they  embarked  on  their  journey,  the  vibrant 

tapestry  of  autumn  leaves  painted  a  picturesque 

backdrop,  yet  beneath  the  surface,  a  web  of  hidden 

secrets lurked, threatening to unravel their lives. The 

idyllic  façade  of  Willow  Creek  concealed  a  sinister 

underbelly,  casting  a  shadow  over  their  anticipated 

respite.

Unbeknownst  to  Barnaby and Arnie,  their  arrival  in 

Willow  Creek  coincided  with  a  string  of  gruesome 

murders, each one more horrifying than the last. The 
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once-tranquil town was gripped by fear,  its residents 

living in the shadow of an unknown killer.

As  the  body  count  rose,  Barnaby  and  Arnie  found 

themselves  entangled  in  a  deadly  game  of  cat  and 

mouse.  The  idyllic  setting  they  had  sought  for 

relaxation and rejuvenation became a stage of terror 

and  uncertainty.  With  each  passing  day,  the  lines 

between victim and perpetrator blurred, and the bonds 

of trust were tested to their limits.

The quaint streets of Willow Creek, once adorned with 

the vibrant hues of autumn, now echoed with whispers 

of fear and paranoia. The locals, once welcoming and 

hospitable,  now  regarded  Barnaby  and  Arnie  with 

suspicion, their every move scrutinized.

In this chilling tale, the pursuit of truth leads Barnaby 

and Arnie down a treacherous path, where every step 

brings them closer to the abyss. As the vibrant leaves of 

autumn turn crimson with secrets, the stage is set for 
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an unforgettable  journey into  the  darkest  corners  of 

the human heart.
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Chapter 1: Deadly Excursion

Secrets of the Quaint Town

At  first  glance,  Willow Creek  exuded the  charm and 

tranquility of a quintessential New England town. Its 

quaint Main Street was lined with charming boutiques, 

cozy cafes, and historic buildings that whispered tales 

of a bygone era. Stately Victorian homes adorned the 

tree-lined streets, their manicured lawns and blooming 

gardens adding to the town's picturesque appeal.

Beneath this idyllic façade, however, lurked a hidden 

undercurrent  of  secrets,  like  a  subterranean  river 

flowing beneath the town's serene surface. The locals, 

friendly and welcoming on the outside, guarded their 

privacy  fiercely,  their  lives  shrouded  in  a  veil  of 

unspoken truths.

Whispers of illicit affairs, financial improprieties, and 

long-held  grudges  echoed  through  the  town's 

cobblestone alleys and whispered in the wind.  Every 
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resident seemed to harbor a secret, a skeleton hidden 

deep within the closet of their seemingly perfect lives.

The  arrival  of  Barnaby  Moss  and  Arnie  Kotkin,  two 

outsiders  seeking  a  peaceful  getaway,  disrupted  the 

delicate  balance  of  Willow  Creek.  Their  presence 

stirred the dormant secrets, bringing them bubbling to 

the surface. Barnaby's keen eye for detail and Arnie's 

intuitive  nature  made  them  unwitting  catalysts, 

exposing the cracks in the town's carefully constructed 

facade.

As they delved deeper into the hidden lives of Willow 

Creek's  inhabitants,  they  uncovered  a  web  of  deceit 

and  betrayal  that  extended  far  beyond  their  wildest 

imaginations. The once-quaint town transformed into a 

labyrinth  of  secrets,  where  every  step  they  took  led 

them  closer  to  a  chilling  truth  that  threatened  to 

shatter their idyllic escape.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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