
An  American  Year  in  the  Vietnamese 

Inferno

Introduction

The  Vietnam War  was  a  brutal  and  divisive  conflict 

that left an indelible mark on American society. Fought 

from 1954 to 1975, the war pitted the United States and 

its  allies  against  North  Vietnam  and  its  communist 

allies in South Vietnam. Over 58,000 American soldiers 

lost their lives in the conflict, and countless more were 

wounded physically and psychologically.

This book tells the story of the American infantrymen 

who fought  in  Vietnam.  Drawing on interviews with 

more than 60 veterans, the book provides a firsthand 

account of the experiences of these men during their 

year-long  tours  of  duty.  The  veterans  talk  about  the 
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challenges they faced, the horrors they witnessed, and 

the impact the war had on their lives.

One  of  the  most  striking  things  about  the  veterans' 

stories  is  their  resilience.  Despite  the  unimaginable 

hardships they endured, they never gave up hope. They 

fought for their country, for their fellow soldiers, and 

for the people of Vietnam. They also fought for their 

own survival.

The  American  infantrymen  who  fought  in  Vietnam 

were  ordinary  men  who  were  thrust  into 

extraordinary  circumstances.  They  faced  danger  and 

death every day, and they did so with courage, honor, 

and determination.  Their  story  is  a  testament  to  the 

strength of the human spirit and the power of hope.

This  book  is  a  tribute  to  the  American  infantrymen 

who  fought  in  Vietnam.  It  is  a  story  of  sacrifice, 

courage, and resilience. It is a story that deserves to be 

told.
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Book Description

An American Year in the Vietnamese Inferno: The 

Story  of  the  American  Infantryman  in  Vietnam, 

1965-1972

The  Vietnam War  was  a  brutal  and  divisive  conflict 

that left an indelible mark on American society. Fought 

from 1954 to 1975, the war pitted the United States and 

its  allies  against  North  Vietnam  and  its  communist 

allies in South Vietnam. Over 58,000 American soldiers 

lost their lives in the conflict, and countless more were 

wounded physically and psychologically.

An American Year in the Vietnamese Inferno tells 

the story of the American infantrymen who fought in 

Vietnam.  Drawing  on  interviews  with  more  than  60 

veterans, the book provides a firsthand account of the 

experiences of these men during their year-long tours 

of  duty.  The  veterans  talk  about  the  challenges  they 
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faced, the horrors they witnessed, and the impact the 

war had on their lives.

This  book  is  a  tribute  to  the  American  infantrymen 

who  fought  in  Vietnam.  It  is  a  story  of  sacrifice, 

courage, and resilience. It is a story that deserves to be 

told.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The challenges faced by American infantrymen 

in  Vietnam,  including  the  harsh  climate,  the 

difficult terrain, and the enemy's tactics.

 The  horrors  of  war,  including  the  death  and 

destruction that the infantrymen witnessed on a 

daily basis.

 The  impact  of  the  war  on  the  lives  of  the 

infantrymen, both during and after their service.

 The resilience of the American infantrymen, who 

never  gave  up  hope  despite  the  unimaginable 

hardships they endured.

4



An American Year in  the Vietnamese Inferno is  a 

must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the 

Vietnam War and the sacrifices made by the American 

soldiers who fought in it. 
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Chapter 1: Into the Inferno

Topic 1: The Call to Duty

The call to duty came in the form of a letter, delivered 

by a somber-faced postman. For many young men in 

America,  it  was  a  moment  of  both  trepidation  and 

anticipation. The Vietnam War was raging on, and the 

United  States  military  was  in  desperate  need  of 

soldiers.

For  some,  the  decision  to  answer  the  call  was  easy. 

They were filled with a sense of patriotism and a desire 

to  serve their  country.  Others  were less  enthusiastic, 

but they felt a sense of obligation to do their part. And 

still others were simply swept up in the tide of events, 

finding themselves in Vietnam almost before they had 

time to process what was happening.

Regardless of their reasons for going, these young men 

were about to embark on a journey that would change 

their  lives  forever.  They  were  about  to  enter  the 
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inferno  of  Vietnam,  a  place  where  death  and 

destruction  were  commonplace.  They  were  about  to 

face the horrors of war firsthand.

Before they left for Vietnam, the young men underwent 

basic training. They learned how to fire a rifle, how to 

march in formation, and how to survive in the jungle. 

They  also  received  a  crash  course  in  Vietnamese 

culture and history.

But no amount of training could truly prepare them for 

what they were about to experience. The reality of war 

was far more brutal and terrifying than anything they 

had ever imagined.

As  they  arrived  in  Vietnam,  the  young  men  were 

immediately thrust into the chaos of war. They were 

assigned to units and sent to the front lines. They saw 

dead  bodies,  both  American  and  Vietnamese.  They 

heard  the  constant  sound of  gunfire  and  explosions. 

They lived in fear of being killed or wounded.
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The young men also witnessed the devastating effects 

of  war  on  the  Vietnamese  people.  They  saw villages 

destroyed, families torn apart, and children orphaned. 

They realized that the war was not just about fighting 

the enemy, but also about protecting innocent civilians.

The young men who fought in Vietnam were ordinary 

men  who  were  thrust  into  extraordinary 

circumstances. They faced danger and death every day, 

and  they  did  so  with  courage,  honor,  and 

determination.  Their  story  is  a  testament  to  the 

strength of the human spirit and the power of hope.
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Chapter 1: Into the Inferno

Topic 2: Leaving Home

Leaving home to go to war is a difficult experience for 

any  soldier.  It  means  saying  goodbye  to  loved  ones, 

friends, and everything familiar. It  also means facing 

the unknown and the very real possibility of death.

For the American infantrymen who fought in Vietnam, 

leaving home was especially difficult. They were going 

to a war that was far away, unfamiliar, and unpopular. 

They  were  also  going  to  a  war  that  was  unlike  any 

other they had ever seen.

In the weeks and months leading up to their departure, 

the soldiers said goodbye to their families and friends. 

They tried to prepare themselves for what they might 

face in Vietnam. But nothing could truly prepare them 

for the reality of war.

Some of  the  soldiers  were  excited  to  go  to  Vietnam. 

They saw it  as an opportunity to serve their country 
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and to prove themselves as men. Others were scared 

and uncertain. They didn't know what to expect, and 

they were afraid of what they might see or experience.

No matter how they felt about going to war, all of the 

soldiers  faced  the  same  challenges  when  they  left 

home.  They  had to  say  goodbye  to  their  loved ones, 

pack their bags, and board a plane for Vietnam. They 

knew that their lives would never be the same again.

The  journey  to  Vietnam  was  long  and  arduous.  The 

soldiers  flew  for  hours,  often  in  cramped  and 

uncomfortable  conditions.  They  were  tired  and  jet-

lagged when they finally arrived in Vietnam.

When  the  soldiers  arrived  in  Vietnam,  they  were 

immediately  struck  by  the  heat  and  humidity.  They 

were also surprised by the poverty and the destruction 

that they saw. Vietnam was a country that had been 

ravaged by war for decades.
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The soldiers were quickly introduced to the realities of 

war. They were assigned to their units and sent to the 

front  lines.  They  faced  danger  and death  every  day. 

They saw things that they could never have imagined.

Leaving home to go to war is a difficult experience for 

any  soldier.  But  for  the  American  infantrymen  who 

fought in Vietnam, it was especially difficult. They were 

going  to  a  war  that  was  far  away,  unfamiliar,  and 

unpopular.  They  were  also  going  to  a  war  that  was 

unlike any other they had ever seen.
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Chapter 1: Into the Inferno

Topic 3: Arriving in Vietnam

The arrival in Vietnam was a sensory overload for the 

American  soldiers.  The  heat  and  humidity  were 

oppressive, the air was thick with the smell of smoke 

and sweat, and the noise of gunfire and explosions was 

constant. The soldiers were immediately struck by the 

poverty and destruction that was all around them. The 

roads  were  pockmarked  with  bomb  craters,  the 

buildings  were  scarred  with  bullet  holes,  and  the 

people were gaunt and weary.

For many of the soldiers,  the arrival in Vietnam was 

their first experience of a foreign country. They were 

amazed by the sights, sounds, and smells of Vietnam, 

but  they were also shocked by the harsh realities  of 

war.  They saw dead bodies  lying in the streets,  they 

heard stories of atrocities committed by both sides, and 
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they realized that they were in a place where life was 

cheap.

The soldiers were also confronted by the challenges of 

fighting  in  a  guerrilla  war.  The  enemy  was  often 

invisible, and the soldiers never knew when or where 

they might be attacked. They were constantly on edge, 

and they never felt safe.

Despite the challenges, the soldiers were determined to 

do their duty. They trained hard, they fought bravely, 

and they supported each other through thick and thin. 

They knew that they were fighting for a just cause, and 

they were determined to win.

The arrival in Vietnam was a life-changing experience 

for the American soldiers. It was a time of great danger 

and hardship, but it was also a time of great courage 

and sacrifice. The soldiers who served in Vietnam will 

never forget their experiences, and they will always be 

proud of the role they played in the war.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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