
Estate Planning Made Simple

Introduction

Estate  planning  is  the  process  of  arranging  for  the 

distribution of your assets after your death. It involves 

creating a will or trust that specifies how your property 

will  be  divided  among  your  beneficiaries.  Estate 

planning can also help you to reduce estate taxes and 

protect your assets from creditors.

There are many different reasons why you might need 

an  estate  plan.  For  example,  you  may  have  young 

children who need to be provided for in the event of 

your  death.  You  may  also  have  a  business  that  you 

want to pass on to your heirs. Or, you may simply want 

to make sure that your assets are distributed according 

to your wishes.
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Whatever your reasons for creating an estate plan, it is 

important  to  do  so  with  the  help  of  an  experienced 

attorney. An attorney can help you to create a plan that 

meets your specific needs and goals.

Here are some of the benefits of having an estate plan:

 You can control how your assets are distributed 

after your death.

 You can reduce estate taxes.

 You can protect your assets from creditors.

 You can provide for your loved ones in the event 

of your death.

 You can avoid probate, which is the legal process 

of administering an estate.

If you do not have an estate plan, your assets will be 

distributed  according  to  the  laws  of  your  state.  This 

may not be the way that you would want your assets to 

be distributed. In addition, if you do not have an estate 

plan, your loved ones may be forced to go through the 
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probate  process,  which  can  be  time-consuming  and 

expensive.

Creating an estate plan is  one of the most important 

things you can do to protect your loved ones and your 

assets.  By  taking  the  time  to  create  a  plan,  you  can 

ensure  that  your  wishes  are  carried  out  after  your 

death.
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Book Description

Estate Planning Made Simple is the definitive guide to 

estate  planning  for  Americans.  This  comprehensive 

book covers everything you need to know to create an 

estate plan that meets your specific needs and goals.

Pasquale De Marco is an experienced estate planning 

attorney who has helped hundreds of families protect 

their  assets  and provide for their  loved ones.  In this 

book, he shares his insights and expertise to help you 

create  an estate  plan that  is  tailored to  your unique 

circumstances.

Estate  Planning  Made  Simple  covers  all  aspects  of 

estate planning, including:

 Wills and trusts

 Estate taxes

 Gift taxes

 Powers of attorney

 Health care directives
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 Funeral planning

 Probate

 Estate administration

This  book  is  written  in  plain  English  and  is  easy  to 

understand,  even if  you have no prior knowledge of 

estate planning. Pasquale De Marco provides clear and 

concise explanations of complex legal concepts, and he 

includes helpful examples and case studies to illustrate 

the principles of estate planning.

Whether  you  are  just  starting  to  think  about  estate 

planning or you are ready to create a comprehensive 

plan,  Estate  Planning  Made  Simple  is  the  perfect 

resource. This book will help you to protect your loved 

ones, your assets, and your legacy.

5



Chapter  1:  The  Basics  of  Estate 

Planning

What is estate planning

Estate  planning  is  the  process  of  arranging  for  the 

distribution of your assets after your death. It involves 

creating a will or trust that specifies how your property 

will  be  divided  among  your  beneficiaries.  Estate 

planning can also help you to reduce estate taxes and 

protect your assets from creditors.

There are many different reasons why you might need 

an  estate  plan.  For  example,  you  may  have  young 

children who need to be provided for in the event of 

your  death.  You  may  also  have  a  business  that  you 

want to pass on to your heirs. Or, you may simply want 

to make sure that your assets are distributed according 

to your wishes.

Whatever your reasons for creating an estate plan, it is 

important  to  do  so  with  the  help  of  an  experienced 
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attorney. An attorney can help you to create a plan that 

meets your specific needs and goals.

Here are some of the benefits of having an estate plan:

 You can control how your assets are distributed 

after your death.

 You can reduce estate taxes.

 You can protect your assets from creditors.

 You can provide for your loved ones in the event 

of your death.

 You can avoid probate, which is the legal process 

of administering an estate.

If you do not have an estate plan, your assets will be 

distributed  according  to  the  laws  of  your  state.  This 

may not be the way that you would want your assets to 

be distributed. In addition, if you do not have an estate 

plan, your loved ones may be forced to go through the 

probate  process,  which  can  be  time-consuming  and 

expensive.
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Creating an estate plan is  one of the most important 

things you can do to protect your loved ones and your 

assets.  By  taking  the  time  to  create  a  plan,  you  can 

ensure  that  your  wishes  are  carried  out  after  your 

death.
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Chapter  1:  The  Basics  of  Estate 

Planning

Why is estate planning important

Estate planning is important because it allows you to 

control  what  happens  to  your  assets  after  you  die. 

Without an estate plan, your assets will be distributed 

according to the laws of your state, which may not be 

what you would want.

There are many reasons why you might want to create 

an estate plan. For example, you may want to:

 Ensure that your assets are distributed to your 

loved ones according to your wishes.

 Minimize estate taxes and other expenses.

 Protect your assets from creditors.

 Provide  for  the  care  of  your  children or  other 

dependents.
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 Avoid  probate,  which  is  the  legal  process  of 

administering an estate.

An estate plan can also help you to make sure that your 

medical  wishes  are  carried  out  and  that  your  loved 

ones are not burdened with making difficult decisions 

on your behalf.

If you do not have an estate plan, your assets will be 

distributed  according  to  the  laws  of  your  state.  This 

may not be what you would want, and it could lead to 

conflict  among your heirs.  In addition,  if  you do not 

have an estate plan, your loved ones may be forced to 

go  through  the  probate  process,  which  can  be  time-

consuming and expensive.

Creating an estate plan is  one of the most important 

things you can do to protect your loved ones and your 

assets.  By  taking  the  time  to  create  a  plan,  you  can 

ensure  that  your  wishes  are  carried  out  after  your 

death.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Chapter 10: Estate Administration

How  to  reduce  the  costs  of  estate 

administration

There  are  several  ways  to  reduce  the  costs  of  estate 

administration. Many states offer a simplified probate 

process for small estates. This process is typically less 

expensive  and  time-consuming  than  traditional 

probate. You may also be able to reduce the costs of 

estate administration by using a revocable living trust. 

A revocable living trust is a legal document that allows 

you to  transfer  your  assets  to  a  trustee  during  your 

lifetime.  The  trustee  will  then  manage  your  assets 

according to your instructions and distribute them to 

your  beneficiaries  after  your  death.  Revocable  living 

trusts can be more expensive to set up than a will, but 

they can save you money in the long run by avoiding 

probate.
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Here  are  some  tips  for  reducing  the  costs  of  estate 

administration:

 Choose an executor who is familiar with estate 

administration.

 Keep your estate plan simple.

 Use a revocable living trust.

 Avoid probate if possible.

 Get  multiple  quotes  from  different  funeral 

homes.

 Negotiate with creditors.

 Sell unnecessary assets.

 File your taxes on time.

 Get help from an estate planning attorney.

Estate  administration  can  be  an  important  part  of 

estate planning, but it can also be an expensive process. 

By following these tips, you can help to reduce the costs 

of  estate  administration  and  ensure  that  your  assets 

are distributed according to your wishes.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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