
Life and Labor in the Copper Country

Introduction

The labor movement in the United States  has a  long 

and  storied  history,  filled  with  both  triumphs  and 

setbacks.  One of  the most  significant  events  in  labor 

history was the Copper Strike of 1913, which took place 

in the copper mines of Michigan's Upper Peninsula. The 

strike  was  a  watershed  moment  in  the  fight  for 

workers' rights and had a lasting impact on American 

society.

Life and Labor in the Copper Country tells the story of 

the  Copper  Strike  of  1913  through  the  eyes  of  the 

people  who lived it.  The  book is  based on extensive 

research,  including  interviews  with  miners,  their 

families, and company officials. It provides a detailed 

account of the events leading up to the strike, the strike 

itself, and its aftermath.
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The Copper Strike of 1913 was a complex event with 

many  different  causes.  One  of  the  most  important 

factors was the harsh conditions in the copper mines. 

The miners worked long hours in dangerous conditions 

for low pay. They were also subjected to arbitrary rules 

and punishments by the company.

Another important factor was the rise of labor unions. 

In  the  early  20th  century,  unions  were  becoming 

increasingly popular as a way for workers to improve 

their  wages  and  working  conditions.  The  miners  in 

Michigan's  Upper Peninsula were no exception.  They 

formed  a  union  called  the  Western  Federation  of 

Miners (WFM) in 1893.

The WFM played a key role in organizing the Copper 

Strike of 1913. The union provided financial support to 

the strikers and helped to coordinate their efforts. The 

strike was a long and bitter struggle, but in the end, the 

miners  were  successful  in  winning  some  of  their 

demands.
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The Copper Strike of 1913 was a turning point in the 

history of the labor movement in the United States. It 

showed  that  workers  could  stand  up  to  powerful 

corporations and win. The strike also helped to raise 

awareness  of  the  plight  of  workers  and  led  to  the 

passage of important labor laws.

The  Copper  Strike  of  1913  is  a  story  of  courage, 

solidarity, and sacrifice. It is a story that is still relevant 

today, as workers continue to fight for their rights.
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Book Description

Life and Labor in the Copper Country tells the story of 

the  Copper  Strike  of  1913  through  the  eyes  of  the 

people  who  lived  it.  Based  on  extensive  research, 

including interviews with miners,  their  families,  and 

company officials, the book provides a detailed account 

of the events leading up to the strike, the strike itself, 

and its aftermath.

The Copper Strike of 1913 was a watershed moment in 

the  history  of  the  American labor  movement.  It  was 

one of the longest and most bitter strikes in U.S. history, 

and it had a profound impact on the lives of the miners 

and their families.

The strike began in July 1913, when the miners walked 

out of the copper mines in Michigan's Upper Peninsula 

to  protest  low wages,  dangerous  working conditions, 

and arbitrary rules and punishments. The strike lasted 
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for  five months,  and it  was marked by violence and 

intimidation on both sides.

In the end, the miners won some of their demands, but 

the  strike  also  had  a  lasting  impact  on  the  copper 

industry and the labor movement. The strike helped to 

raise awareness of the plight of workers, and it led to 

the passage of important labor laws.

Life  and  Labor  in  the  Copper  Country  is  a  story  of 

courage, solidarity, and sacrifice. It is a story that is still 

relevant today, as workers continue to fight for their 

rights.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

covers a different aspect of the strike. The chapters are:

 The Roots of Unrest

 The Battle Lines Are Drawn

 Life on the Picket Line

 Turning Points and Breakthroughs

 The Aftermath
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 The Human Toll

 Reflections on the Past

 The Legacy of Labor

 The Power of the People

 Labor and the American Dream

Life  and  Labor  in  the  Copper  Country  is  a  valuable 

resource for anyone who is interested in labor history, 

American history, or the history of the Upper Peninsula 

of Michigan. It is also a powerful story of the human 

spirit and the power of collective action.
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Chapter 1: The Roots of Unrest

1. The Harsh Conditions of Copper Mining

The copper mines of Michigan's Upper Peninsula were 

some of the most dangerous and difficult workplaces in 

the  United  States.  The  miners  worked  long  hours  in 

cramped,  dark  tunnels,  often  in  water  up  to  their 

knees. The air was filled with dust and fumes, and the 

temperature could reach over 100 degrees Fahrenheit.

The miners used hand tools  to break the copper ore 

from the  rock.  The work was  backbreaking,  and the 

miners often suffered from injuries. The most common 

injuries were cuts, bruises, and sprains. However, more 

serious injuries were also common, including broken 

bones, head injuries, and even death.

The miners also faced a number of health hazards. The 

dust and fumes in the mines could cause respiratory 

problems,  such  as  silicosis  and  tuberculosis.  The 
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miners were also at risk of contracting skin diseases, 

such as dermatitis and eczema.

The harsh conditions in the copper mines took a heavy 

toll on the miners' health and well-being. Many miners 

died  young,  and  those  who  survived  often  suffered 

from chronic health problems.

The Long Hours

The miners worked 10-hour days, six days a week. They 

started their day at 7:00 AM and worked until 5:00 PM, 

with a one-hour lunch break. The miners only had one 

day off per week, which was usually Sunday.

The long hours were exhausting, and the miners often 

had to work overtime. When the demand for copper 

was high, the miners sometimes worked 12-hour days, 

seven days a week.

The Dangerous Work

The  work  in  the  copper  mines  was  extremely 

dangerous.  The  miners  worked  in  cramped,  dark 
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tunnels, often in water up to their knees. The air was 

filled with dust and fumes, and the temperature could 

reach over 100 degrees Fahrenheit.

The miners used hand tools  to break the copper ore 

from the  rock.  The work was  backbreaking,  and the 

miners often suffered from injuries. The most common 

injuries were cuts, bruises, and sprains. However, more 

serious injuries were also common, including broken 

bones, head injuries, and even death.

The Health Hazards

The  dust  and  fumes  in  the  mines  could  cause 

respiratory  problems,  such  as  silicosis  and 

tuberculosis.  The  miners  were  also  at  risk  of 

contracting  skin  diseases,  such  as  dermatitis  and 

eczema.

The harsh conditions in the copper mines took a heavy 

toll on the miners' health and well-being. Many miners 
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died  young,  and  those  who  survived  often  suffered 

from chronic health problems.
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Chapter 1: The Roots of Unrest

2. Labor Unions and the Fight for Rights

In the early 20th century, labor unions were becoming 

increasingly popular as a way for workers to improve 

their  wages  and  working  conditions.  The  miners  in 

Michigan's  Upper Peninsula were no exception.  They 

formed  a  union  called  the  Western  Federation  of 

Miners (WFM) in 1893.

The WFM played a key role in organizing the Copper 

Strike of 1913. The union provided financial support to 

the strikers and helped to coordinate their efforts. The 

strike was a long and bitter struggle, but in the end, the 

miners  were  successful  in  winning  some  of  their 

demands.

The Copper Strike of 1913 was a watershed moment in 

the history of the labor movement in the United States. 

It  showed  that  workers  could  stand  up  to  powerful 

corporations and win. The strike also helped to raise 
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awareness  of  the  plight  of  workers  and  led  to  the 

passage of important labor laws.

Prior  to  the  formation of  labor  unions,  workers  had 

little power to improve their working conditions. They 

were at the mercy of their employers,  who could set 

wages and working conditions as they saw fit. Workers 

who complained or tried to organize were often fired.

Labor  unions  gave  workers  a  collective  voice.  They 

could  negotiate  with  employers  on  behalf  of  their 

members  and  strike  if  necessary  to  achieve  their 

demands. Unions also provided a sense of community 

and support for workers.

The  fight  for  workers'  rights  is  an  ongoing  struggle. 

Even today, workers face many of the same challenges 

that they did in the early 20th century. Labor unions 

continue to play a vital role in protecting the rights of 

workers and ensuring that they are treated fairly.
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Chapter 1: The Roots of Unrest

3. The Copper Barons and Their Wealth

The  copper  barons  of  the  late  19th  and  early  20th 

centuries  were  some  of  the  wealthiest  and  most 

powerful men in the United States. They controlled vast 

fortunes  and  wielded  enormous  influence  over  the 

political and economic landscape of the country. One of 

the  most  prominent  copper  barons  was  John  D. 

Rockefeller, who made his fortune in the oil industry 

and  later  invested  heavily  in  copper  mining.  Other 

notable  copper  barons  included  William  A.  Clark, 

Marcus Daly, and James J. Hill.

The  copper  barons  lived  in  opulent  mansions  and 

enjoyed  a  lavish  lifestyle.  They  were  often  seen  as 

symbols  of  the excesses  of  the Gilded Age.  However, 

their wealth was built on the exploitation of workers. 

The miners who worked in the copper mines were paid 

poverty  wages  and  worked  in  dangerous  conditions. 
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Many of them died from accidents or diseases related 

to their work.

The copper barons were often hostile to labor unions. 

They saw unions as a threat to their profits. In 1913, the 

copper barons hired armed guards to break up a strike 

by  miners  in  Michigan's  Upper  Peninsula.  The strike 

was  eventually  defeated,  but  it  helped  to  raise 

awareness of the plight of the miners.

The wealth of the copper barons was a major factor in 

the labor unrest of the early 20th century. The miners 

were angry at the vast disparities in wealth between 

themselves and the copper barons. They felt that they 

deserved a fair share of the profits that they helped to 

create. The labor movement was a way for the miners 

to fight for their rights and to improve their working 

conditions.

The legacy of the copper barons is still felt today. The 

wealth gap between the rich and the poor is as wide as 

it  was  in  the  Gilded  Age.  The  labor  movement 

14



continues to fight for the rights of workers. The story of 

the copper barons is a reminder of the importance of 

fighting for economic justice.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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