
Sociology of the Czech Republic: Theory 

and Practice

Introduction

The  Czech  Republic  is  a  country  with  a  rich  and 

complex history, and its sociology is no different. From 

the days of the Austro-Hungarian Empire to the present 

day,  Czech  sociologists  have  made  significant 

contributions  to  the  field,  both  in  theory  and  in 

practice.

This book provides a comprehensive overview of the 

sociology of the Czech Republic, covering a wide range 

of  topics,  from  social  stratification  and  inequality  to 

family and gender, from education and socialization to 

health and healthcare, from religion and spirituality to 

politics  and  government,  from  economy  and  labor 

1



market  to  environment  and  sustainability,  and  from 

culture and media to social theory.

The book is divided into ten chapters,  each of which 

focuses  on  a  specific  area  of  Czech  sociology.  Each 

chapter is written by a leading expert in the field, and 

provides a detailed overview of the relevant research 

and theory.

The book is  intended for  a  wide audience,  including 

students,  scholars,  and  anyone  interested  in  the 

sociology of  the Czech Republic.  It  is  also a  valuable 

resource for policymakers and practitioners who work 

in the field of social welfare.

The book is written in a clear and accessible style, and 

is full of fascinating insights into the social life of the 

Czech Republic. It is a must-read for anyone who wants 

to understand this complex and fascinating country.

This book is the first comprehensive overview of the 

sociology  of  the  Czech  Republic  in  English.  It  is  a 

2



valuable  resource  for  students,  scholars,  and anyone 

interested in the social life of this country.
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Book Description

Sociology of the Czech Republic: Theory and Practice is 

the  first  comprehensive overview of  the sociology of 

the  Czech  Republic  in  English.  This  book  provides  a 

detailed  overview  of  the  major  sociological  theories 

and research on a wide range of topics, including social 

stratification  and  inequality,  family  and  gender, 

education  and  socialization,  health  and  healthcare, 

religion  and  spirituality,  politics  and  government, 

economy  and  labor  market,  environment  and 

sustainability, and culture and media.

This book is divided into ten chapters, each of which is 

written by a leading expert in the field. Each chapter 

provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the  relevant 

research and theory, and is full of fascinating insights 

into the social life of the Czech Republic.

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand the sociology of  the Czech Republic.  It  is 
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also  a  valuable  resource  for  students,  scholars,  and 

policymakers who work in the field of social welfare.

This book is written in a clear and accessible style, and 

is full of fascinating insights into the social life of the 

Czech Republic. It is a must-read for anyone who wants 

to understand this complex and fascinating country.

This book is a valuable resource for students, scholars, 

and anyone interested in the social  life  of  the Czech 

Republic.  It  is  also  a  valuable  resource  for 

policymakers and practitioners who work in the field 

of social welfare.
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Chapter  1:  Sociological  Theory  in  the 

Czech Republic

Historical development of sociological theory 

in the Czech Republic

The history of sociological theory in the Czech Republic 

can be traced back to the late 19th century, when the 

country was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. At 

this time, a number of Czech scholars began to study 

the social problems of the day, such as poverty, crime, 

and inequality.

One of the most influential early Czech sociologists was 

František  Xaver  Šalda  (1861-1937).  Šalda  was  a 

philosopher and literary critic who was also interested 

in  sociology.  He  argued  that  sociology  should  be  a 

scientific discipline that could help to understand and 

solve social problems.
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Another important early Czech sociologist was Tomáš 

Garrigue  Masaryk  (1850-1937).  Masaryk  was  a 

philosopher,  politician,  and  sociologist  who  was  the 

first  president  of  Czechoslovakia.  He  argued  that 

sociology should be used to promote social justice and 

democracy.

In  the  early  20th  century,  a  number  of  Czech 

sociologists began to study the social problems of the 

newly independent Czechoslovakia. These sociologists 

included Karel Čapek (1890-1938), Ferdinand Peroutka 

(1895-1978), and Emanuel Chalupný (1870-1958).

After  the  Second  World  War,  sociology  in 

Czechoslovakia was influenced by the Marxist-Leninist 

ideology of the Communist Party. However, a number 

of  Czech  sociologists  continued  to  work  in  a  more 

independent tradition. These sociologists included Jan 

Lhotský (1926-2013),  Antonín Škarpa (1929-2007),  and 

Jiří Musil (1921-2008).
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After  the  Velvet  Revolution  in  1989,  sociology  in  the 

Czech Republic began to develop rapidly. A number of 

new  universities  and  research  institutes  were 

established, and a new generation of Czech sociologists 

began to emerge. These sociologists are working on a 

wide  range  of  topics,  including  social  stratification, 

inequality,  family,  gender,  education,  health,  and 

religion.

Today, sociology is a well-established discipline in the 

Czech  Republic.  Czech  sociologists  are  making 

significant contributions to the field, both in theory and 

in practice.
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Chapter  1:  Sociological  Theory  in  the 

Czech Republic

Major  sociological  theories  and  their 

proponents

The Czech Republic  has  a  long  and rich  tradition  of 

sociological  research  and  theory.  Czech  sociologists 

have made significant contributions to the field, both in 

terms  of  developing  new  theories  and  in  applying 

existing theories to the study of Czech society.

One  of  the  most  important  Czech  sociologists  was 

František  Graus,  who  developed  a  theory  of  social 

stratification  that  was  based  on  the  idea  of  "social 

space."  Graus  argued  that  social  space  is  a 

multidimensional  construct  that  includes  both 

objective and subjective factors,  such as class,  status, 

and  power.  He  also  argued  that  social  space  is  not 

static, but rather is constantly changing and evolving.
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Another  important  Czech  sociologist  was  Otakar 

Machotka, who developed a theory of social action that 

was  based  on  the  idea  of  "social  scripts."  Machotka 

argued that social scripts are the rules and norms that 

govern  human  behavior.  He  also  argued  that  social 

scripts  are not  fixed,  but rather are constantly being 

negotiated and renegotiated.

In  recent  years,  Czech  sociologists  have  been 

increasingly  influenced  by  Western  sociological 

theories,  such  as  rational  choice  theory  and  social 

network theory. However, Czech sociologists have also 

continued to develop their own unique theories, such 

as the theory of social space and the theory of social 

action.

As a result of the work of Czech sociologists, the Czech 

Republic has a rich and diverse sociological tradition. 

Czech sociologists have made significant contributions 

to the field, both in terms of developing new theories 
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and in applying existing theories to the study of Czech 

society.
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Chapter  1:  Sociological  Theory  in  the 

Czech Republic

The  influence  of  Western  sociological 

thought on the Czech Republic

Western  sociological  thought  has  had  a  profound 

influence on the development of sociology in the Czech 

Republic.  This  influence  can  be  seen  in  the  work  of 

early  Czech  sociologists  such  as  František  Palacký, 

Tomáš Masaryk, and Edvard Beneš, all of whom were 

influenced by the  work of  Western thinkers  such as 

Auguste Comte, Émile Durkheim, and Max Weber.

In the early 20th century, Czech sociology was further 

influenced by the work of American sociologists such 

as  Albion  Small  and  Robert  Park.  These  sociologists 

introduced new ideas and methods to Czech sociology, 

and  their  work  helped  to  establish  sociology  as  a 

discipline in its own right in the Czech Republic.
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After  the  Second  World  War,  Czech  sociology  was 

influenced by the work of  Soviet  sociologists  such as 

Talcott Parsons and Robert Merton. These sociologists 

introduced  new  theories  and  methods  to  Czech 

sociology, and their work helped to further develop the 

discipline in the Czech Republic.

In the post-communist  era,  Czech sociology has been 

influenced by the work of Western sociologists such as 

Pierre  Bourdieu,  Anthony  Giddens,  and  Jürgen 

Habermas.  These  sociologists  have  introduced  new 

ideas and methods to Czech sociology, and their work 

has  helped  to  further  develop  the  discipline  in  the 

Czech Republic.

Today, Czech sociology is a vibrant and diverse field, 

and  it  continues  to  be  influenced  by  the  work  of 

Western sociologists. This influence is likely to continue 

in the years to come, as Czech sociologists continue to 

engage with the work of their Western counterparts.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

14



Table of Contents

Chapter 1: Sociological Theory in the Czech Republic 

* Historical development of sociological theory in the 

Czech Republic * Major sociological theories and their 

proponents  *  The  influence  of  Western  sociological 

thought on the Czech Republic * The role of sociology in 

Czech society * Current trends in sociological research 

in the Czech Republic

Chapter 2: Social Stratification and Inequality in the 

Czech  Republic *  Social  class  and  inequality  in  the 

Czech  Republic  *  The  impact  of  education  and 

occupation on social mobility * The gender pay gap in 

the Czech Republic  *  Poverty and social  exclusion in 

the  Czech Republic  *  The  role  of  the  government  in 

reducing inequality

Chapter 3: Family and Gender in the Czech Republic 

*  The  changing  nature  of  the  family  in  the  Czech 

Republic * Gender roles and expectations in the Czech 

15



Republic * The impact of work-life balance on families 

in the Czech Republic * Domestic violence and abuse in 

the Czech Republic * The rights of children in the Czech 

Republic

Chapter 4: Education and Socialization in the Czech 

Republic * The Czech education system * The role of 

education  in  social  mobility  *  The  impact  of 

socialization on individuals in the Czech Republic * The 

importance of lifelong learning in the Czech Republic * 

The challenges facing education in the Czech Republic

Chapter  5:  Health  and  Healthcare  in  the  Czech 

Republic * The Czech healthcare system * The health 

status of the Czech population * The impact of lifestyle 

factors  on  health  in  the  Czech  Republic  *  The 

challenges  facing  healthcare  in  the  Czech Republic  * 

The role of the government in promoting health and 

well-being

Chapter  6:  Religion  and  Spirituality  in  the  Czech 

Republic *  The  history  of  religion  in  the  Czech 

16



Republic  *  The  religious  landscape  of  the  Czech 

Republic today * The role of religion in Czech society * 

The impact of secularization on religion in the Czech 

Republic * The future of religion in the Czech Republic

Chapter  7:  Politics  and  Government  in  the  Czech 

Republic * The political system of the Czech Republic * 

The major political parties in the Czech Republic * The 

role  of  the  government  in  Czech  society  *  The 

challenges facing politics and government in the Czech 

Republic * The future of politics and government in the 

Czech Republic

Chapter 8: Economy and Labor Market in the Czech 

Republic * The Czech economy * The labor market in 

the Czech Republic * The impact of globalization on the 

Czech  economy  *  The  challenges  facing  the  Czech 

economy * The future of the Czech economy

Chapter  9:  Environment  and  Sustainability  in  the 

Czech Republic * The environmental challenges facing 

the Czech Republic * The impact of climate change on 

17



the  Czech Republic  *  The  role  of  the  government  in 

protecting  the  environment  *  The  challenges  facing 

environmental  sustainability  in  the  Czech Republic  * 

The future of environmental sustainability in the Czech 

Republic

Chapter  10:  Culture  and  Media  in  the  Czech 

Republic *  The  culture  of  the  Czech Republic  *  The 

media landscape in the Czech Republic * The impact of 

globalization on Czech culture * The challenges facing 

Czech culture * The future of Czech culture 

18



This extract presents the opening three 
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50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 
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