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Introduction

Pasquale De Marco has over 20 years of experience in 

the  financial  industry.  He  has  worked as  a  financial 

analyst, portfolio manager, and investment banker. He 

has also taught finance at the university level. Pasquale 

De Marco is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and a 

member of the American Finance Association.

In The Rise of Corporate Power: A Primer on American 

Economic  History,  Pasquale  De  Marco  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  history  of  corporate 

power in America.  He traces the rise of corporations 

from their humble beginnings in the early days of the 

republic  to  their  dominant  position  in  the  American 

economy today.
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Pasquale  De Marco argues  that  the rise  of  corporate 

power has had a profound impact on American society. 

He shows how corporations have shaped the way we 

work, live,  and think. He also argues that the rise of 

corporate  power  has  led  to  a  number  of  serious 

problems,  including  inequality,  environmental 

degradation, and financial instability.

Pasquale De Marco concludes by arguing that we need 

to find a way to rein in corporate power. He proposes a 

number of reforms, including antitrust laws, campaign 

finance reform, and a wealth tax. He believes that these 

reforms  are  necessary  to  create  a  more  just  and 

equitable society.

The Rise of  Corporate Power:  A Primer on American 

Economic History is  a  timely and important  book.  It 

provides  a  much-needed  overview  of  the  history  of 

corporate power in America. Pasquale De Marco argues 

that the rise of corporate power has had a profound 

impact on American society, and he proposes a number 
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of  reforms  to  rein  in  corporate  power.  The  Rise  of 

Corporate  Power:  A  Primer  on  American  Economic 

History  is  a  must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

understand the history of corporate power in America 

and its impact on our society.
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Book Description

The Rise of Corporate Power: A Primer on American 

Economic History provides a comprehensive overview 

of the history of corporate power in America. Pasquale 

De  Marco  traces  the  rise  of  corporations  from  their 

humble beginnings in the early days of the republic to 

their  dominant  position  in  the  American  economy 

today.

Pasquale  De Marco argues  that  the rise  of  corporate 

power has had a profound impact on American society. 

He shows how corporations have shaped the way we 

work, live,  and think. He also argues that the rise of 

corporate  power  has  led  to  a  number  of  serious 

problems,  including  inequality,  environmental 

degradation, and financial instability.

Pasquale De Marco concludes by arguing that we need 

to find a way to rein in corporate power. He proposes a 

number of reforms, including antitrust laws, campaign 
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finance reform, and a wealth tax. He believes that these 

reforms  are  necessary  to  create  a  more  just  and 

equitable society.

The Rise of Corporate Power: A Primer on American 

Economic History is a timely and important book. It 

provides  a  much-needed  overview  of  the  history  of 

corporate power in America. Pasquale De Marco argues 

that the rise of corporate power has had a profound 

impact on American society, and he proposes a number 

of  reforms  to  rein  in  corporate  power.  The  Rise  of 

Corporate Power: A Primer on American Economic 

History is  a  must-read  for  anyone  who  wants  to 

understand the history of corporate power in America 

and its impact on our society.

Pasquale De Marco has over 20 years of experience in 

the  financial  industry.  He  has  worked as  a  financial 

analyst, portfolio manager, and investment banker. He 

has also taught finance at the university level. Pasquale 
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De Marco is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) and a 

member of the American Finance Association. 
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Chapter  1:  The  Founding  Fathers  and 

the Rise of Capitalism

The  Protestant  Ethic  and  the  Spirit  of 

Capitalism

The Protestant ethic is a set of beliefs that emphasizes 

the importance of hard work, thrift, and self-reliance. It 

is  based  on the  idea  that  God helps  those  who help 

themselves. This ethic was brought to America by the 

Puritans, who were a group of English Protestants who 

settled in the New World in the early 1600s.

The Puritans believed that success in business was a 

sign  of  God's  favor.  They  worked  hard,  saved  their 

money,  and  avoided  debt.  They  also  believed  in 

education and self-improvement. These values helped 

to  create  a  prosperous  and  successful  society  in  the 

American colonies.
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The  Protestant  ethic  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

development  of  capitalism  in  America.  It  helped  to 

create  a  culture  of  hard  work  and  thrift  that  was 

essential for the growth of the economy. It also helped 

to create a society that was more open to new ideas and 

new ways of doing things.

The  Protestant  ethic  is  still  a  powerful  force  in 

American society today. It continues to shape the way 

we  think  about  work,  money,  and  success.  It  is  a 

reminder that hard work and self-reliance are still the 

best ways to achieve our goals.

The  Protestant  ethic  is  not  without  its  critics.  Some 

people  argue that  it  is  too  individualistic  and that  it 

ignores the importance of community and cooperation. 

Others  argue  that  it  is  too  materialistic  and  that  it 

encourages people to put their own self-interest ahead 

of the needs of others.

Despite these criticisms, the Protestant ethic remains a 

powerful  force  in  American society.  It  is  a  reminder 

8



that hard work, thrift, and self-reliance are still the best 

ways to achieve our goals.
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Chapter  1:  The  Founding  Fathers  and 

the Rise of Capitalism

The  Mercantile  System  and  the  American 

Colonies

The  mercantile  system  was  the  dominant  economic 

system in Europe from the 16th to the 19th centuries. It 

was based on the idea that a nation's wealth and power 

depended on its  ability to export more goods than it 

imported. This led to a number of policies designed to 

promote exports and discourage imports.

The American colonies were subject to the mercantile 

system. This meant that they were required to export 

their  goods  to  Britain  and  import  their  goods  from 

Britain.  This  system benefited British  merchants  and 

manufacturers,  but  it  was  harmful  to  the  American 

colonies.
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The  American  colonists  resented  the  mercantile 

system.  They  believed  that  it  prevented  them  from 

developing  their  own  economies.  They  also  believed 

that it  gave British merchants and manufacturers an 

unfair advantage.

The American Revolution was fought, in part, over the 

issue of the mercantile system. The colonists wanted to 

be free from British economic control. They wanted to 

be able to trade with whomever they wanted and to 

develop their own economies.

The  American  Revolution  was  successful,  and  the 

United  States  became  an  independent  nation.  The 

United States was free from the mercantile system, and 

it was able to develop its own economy.

The  United  States  has  never  fully  abandoned  the 

mercantile system. The United States still has a number 

of  policies  that  are designed to promote exports  and 

discourage imports, even though they do not go as far 

as the mercantilist policies of the past.
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Chapter  1:  The  Founding  Fathers  and 

the Rise of Capitalism

The American Revolution and the Birth of a 

New Nation

The American Revolution was a watershed event in the 

history  of  corporate  power  in  America.  Before  the 

Revolution, the American colonies were subject to the 

mercantilist policies of the British government. These 

policies  restricted  the  economic  development  of  the 

colonies  and  prevented  them  from  competing  with 

British businesses.

The  American  Revolutionaries  argued  that  these 

policies  were unjust  and that  the colonies  should be 

free to govern themselves.  They also argued that the 

colonies should be free to develop their own economies 

without interference from the British government.
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The  American  Revolution  was  successful  in 

overthrowing  British  rule  and  establishing  a  new 

nation. The new nation was founded on the principles 

of  liberty,  equality,  and  self-government.  These 

principles  were  reflected  in  the  Constitution  of  the 

United States, which was adopted in 1789.

The Constitution of the United States created a federal 

government  that  was  responsible  for  regulating 

interstate  commerce  and  foreign  affairs.  The 

Constitution  also  created  a  system  of  checks  and 

balances that prevented any one branch of government 

from becoming too powerful.

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  a  major 

victory  for  the  cause  of  corporate  power.  The 

Constitution created a stable political environment that 

allowed  businesses  to  flourish.  The  Constitution  also 

created a system of laws that protected property rights 

and enforced contracts.
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The American Revolution and the birth of a new nation 

were major turning points in the history of corporate 

power in America.  The Revolution freed the colonies 

from  the  mercantilist  policies  of  the  British 

government  and allowed them to  develop  their  own 

economies.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 

created  a  stable  political  environment  that  allowed 

businesses  to  flourish  and  a  system  of  laws  that 

protected property rights and enforced contracts. These 

factors contributed to the rise of  corporate power in 

America.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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