
Through the War's Looking Glass

Introduction

The  world  stood  on  the  precipice  of  chaos  as  war 

clouds gathered over Europe. I was just a young girl, 

my life filled with the innocence of childhood, oblivious 

to  the  impending  storm.  But  the  thunderous  roar  of 

war  shattered  our  tranquility,  and  our  world  was 

forever changed.

With the relentless advance of the German army, we 

were forced to flee our home in Belgium, embarking on 

a perilous journey to escape the clutches of  tyranny. 

Our  hasty  departure  marked  the  end  of  our  idyllic 

existence, thrusting us into the heart of a maelstrom of 

fear and uncertainty.

As we navigated the treacherous waters of the Atlantic, 

our ship, a lifeline amidst the raging sea, became our 
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sanctuary. Yet, even in the midst of the vast ocean, the 

specter  of  danger loomed large.  U-boats  prowled the 

depths,  their  presence  a  constant  reminder  of  the 

fragility of our existence.

Our arrival in Java, an exotic land of lush jungles and 

vibrant culture, offered a glimmer of hope. We sought 

to rebuild our lives, to find solace in the beauty of our 

surroundings. But the shadow of war followed us, its 

tendrils  reaching  across  the  globe.  The  Japanese 

occupation cast  a  dark pall  over  the island,  and our 

newfound peace was shattered once more.

My  father  was  taken  from  us,  whisked  away  to  a 

distant prison camp, his fate unknown. My mother, my 

younger brother, and I were left to fend for ourselves, 

trapped in a web of fear and oppression. The Japanese 

occupation was a brutal regime, its iron fist crushing 

the spirit of the people. We lived in constant fear, each 

day a struggle for survival.
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Yet,  even  in  the  darkest  of  times,  a  flicker  of  hope 

remained.  The  resilience  of  the  human  spirit  shone 

through the cracks, defying the oppressors. We found 

solace in the simple pleasures of life, in the beauty of 

nature, and in the enduring bonds of family.
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Book Description

In a world teetering on the brink of chaos, one family's 

resilience shines through the darkness. As war engulfs 

Europe, a young girl and her family are forced to flee 

their  home  in  Belgium,  embarking  on  a  perilous 

journey  across  war-torn  France  and  the  treacherous 

Atlantic Ocean.

Their destination is Java, an exotic land of lush jungles 

and  vibrant  culture.  But  even  in  this  distant  haven, 

they cannot escape the shadow of war. The Japanese 

occupation casts a dark pall  over the island, and the 

family is  torn apart.  The father is  taken to  a  distant 

prison  camp,  while  the  mother  and  her  two  young 

children are left to fend for themselves.

In the face of unimaginable hardship, the family's spirit 

remains  unbroken.  The  mother,  a  resourceful  and 

determined  woman,  finds  ways  to  provide  for  her 

children,  even as  they are  forced to  live  in  constant 
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fear. The children, despite their tender years, display a 

remarkable  resilience,  finding  solace  in  the  simple 

pleasures of life and in the enduring bonds of family.

Through  the  eyes  of  the  young  girl,  we  witness  the 

horrors of war and the indomitable spirit of those who 

refuse  to  be  defeated.  This  is  a  story  of  courage, 

resilience, and the enduring power of hope in the face 

of adversity. It is a story that will stay with you long 

after you finish reading it.

In  this  poignant  and  beautifully  written  novel,  the 

author weaves  a  tale  of  love,  loss,  and the enduring 

power  of  the  human  spirit.  This  is  a  story  that  will 

resonate  with  readers  of  all  ages,  a  reminder  of  the 

resilience of  the human spirit  even in the darkest  of 

times.
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Chapter 1: A Shattered Peace

The looming clouds of war

In  the  quaint  village  of  Bruges,  nestled  amidst  the 

picturesque  canals  and  cobblestone  streets,  the 

inhabitants  lived  their  lives  in  tranquil  harmony.  I 

spent  my  days  frolicking  through  the  fields,  chasing 

butterflies and gathering wildflowers, oblivious to the 

ominous clouds gathering on the horizon.

Father,  with  his  gentle  smile  and  wise  eyes,  would 

often regale us with tales of his adventures abroad. He 

had traveled far and wide, witnessing the wonders of 

the  world.  But  as  he  spoke  of  the  political  tensions 

rising across Europe, a flicker of concern creased his 

brow.

Mother,  ever  the  pillar  of  strength  and  unwavering 

optimism, would try to allay our fears, reminding us of 

the  peace  treaties  and  diplomatic  efforts  aimed  at 

preventing war. Yet, as the days turned into weeks, and 
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weeks  into  months,  the  unease  in  the  air  grew 

palpable.

News of skirmishes and border disputes reached our 

village, carried by travelers and whispered in hushed 

tones. The men in the town began to gather in secret 

meetings, their faces grim and determined. Father, too, 

was  caught  up  in  these  discussions,  his  voice  heavy 

with worry as he returned home each night.

The world outside our idyllic haven was changing, and 

the carefree days of my childhood were slipping away. 

The looming clouds  of  war  cast  an ominous  shadow 

over our lives, threatening to shatter the peace we had 

always known.
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Chapter 1: A Shattered Peace

The family's idyllic life in Belgium

Before the storm clouds of war gathered over Europe, 

our family lived an idyllic life in Belgium. Nestled in a 

quaint  village  amidst  rolling  hills  and  verdant 

meadows, our days were filled with laughter, love, and 

the simple joys of life.

My father was a respected doctor, dedicated to healing 

the sick and tending to the needs of our community. He 

had a gentle touch and a kind heart, and his patients 

adored  him.  My  mother  was  a  talented  artist,  her 

paintings  capturing  the  beauty  of  the  surrounding 

landscape and the warmth of our family life.

I was a curious and adventurous child, exploring the 

fields and forests around our home, discovering hidden 

wonders  and creating  my own imaginary world.  My 

younger  brother  was  my  constant  companion,  and 

together  we  embarked  on  countless  escapades,  our 
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imaginations  transforming  the  ordinary  into  the 

extraordinary.

Our home was a haven of peace and tranquility, filled 

with the sound of music, laughter, and the gentle hum 

of  contentment.  We  spent  our  evenings  gathered 

around  the  fireplace,  sharing  stories,  playing  games, 

and reveling in each other's company.

The  world  outside  our  village  seemed  distant  and 

inconsequential,  a  place  where  adults  worried about 

politics  and  wars.  Our  lives  were  governed  by  the 

rhythms  of  nature,  the  changing  seasons,  and  the 

simple pleasures of everyday life.

Little did we know that this idyllic existence was about 

to be shattered,  that  the winds of  war were blowing 

ever closer, threatening to uproot our lives and sweep 

us into a maelstrom of chaos and destruction.
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Chapter 1: A Shattered Peace

The invasion of Western Europe

The  invasion  of  Western  Europe  was  a  cataclysmic 

event that forever altered the course of history. It was a 

time of turmoil, fear, and uncertainty, as the relentless 

tide of war swept across the continent, leaving a trail of 

destruction in its wake.

For me, the war began as a distant rumble, a faint echo 

of danger on the horizon. I was just a young girl, living 

in  the  idyllic  countryside  of  Belgium,  my days  filled 

with  laughter  and  play.  But  the  serenity  of  my 

childhood was soon shattered by the ominous sounds 

of marching boots and the roar of aircraft overhead.

The German army, a formidable force of destruction, 

swept through our country like a whirlwind,  leaving 

devastation in its path. Bombs rained down from the 

sky,  reducing once-vibrant cities to smoldering ruins. 
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Families were torn apart, and lives were extinguished 

in the blink of an eye.

Our small village was not spared the horrors of war. 

German  soldiers  stormed  through  our  streets,  their 

faces hardened by years of conflict. We were forced to 

flee our homes,  seeking refuge in the nearby woods, 

where  we  huddled  together  in  fear,  the  sound  of 

gunfire echoing in our ears.

As  we  made  our  way  through  the  countryside,  we 

encountered scenes of utter despair. We saw families 

desperately trying to escape the advancing troops, their 

belongings  piled  high  on carts  and wagons.  We saw 

wounded soldiers, their bodies broken and battered by 

the  relentless  fighting.  We  saw  the  ruins  of  once-

thriving  villages,  reduced to  rubble  by  the  relentless 

bombing.

The  invasion  of  Western  Europe  was  a  tragedy  of 

immense  proportions,  a  senseless  act  of  destruction 

that left an entire continent scarred and broken. It was 

11



a time of darkness and despair, but it was also a time of 

resilience and courage, as ordinary people rose up to 

face the unimaginable.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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