
The War of the Gods

Introduction

The skies over Vietnam were filled with the thunder of 

war.  American  B-52  bombers,  known  as  the 

"Stratofortresses,"  flew  in  tight  formations,  their 

payload  of  destruction  aimed  at  the  heart  of  North 

Vietnam. The bombs fell  like rain,  turning cities into 

rubble and reducing villages to ash.

This  was  Operation  Linebacker  II,  the  most  intense 

bombing  campaign  in  the  history  of  warfare.  Over 

eleven  days  in  December  1972,  the  United  States 

dropped  more  than  20,000  tons  of  bombs  on  North 

Vietnam,  in  an  attempt  to  bring  the  country  to  its 

knees. But the North Vietnamese refused to surrender. 

They  fought  back  with  a  ferocity  that  surprised  the 

Americans, and they inflicted heavy losses on the U.S. 

Air Force.
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The  Linebacker  raids  were  a  turning  point  in  the 

Vietnam War. They showed the world that the United 

States was willing to use any means necessary to win 

the war, even if it meant causing widespread death and 

destruction.  They  also  showed  that  the  North 

Vietnamese were not going to give up easily. The war 

would drag on for another three years,  and it  would 

ultimately end in a humiliating defeat for the United 

States.

In  this  book,  we  will  tell  the  story  of  Operation 

Linebacker  II,  from  the  planning  stages  to  the  final 

days of the bombing campaign. We will  examine the 

political  and military  decisions  that  led  to  the  raids, 

and we will  assess their impact on the course of the 

war. We will also tell the stories of the men who flew 

the  bombers  and  the  people  who  lived  through  the 

bombings.

The Linebacker raids were a tragedy for both Vietnam 

and the United States. They caused immense suffering 
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and destruction, and they left a legacy of bitterness and 

division  that  continues  to  this  day.  But  they  also 

provide a valuable lesson about the dangers of war and 

the importance of peace.

3



Book Description

In  December  1972,  the  United  States  unleashed 

Operation  Linebacker  II,  the  most  intense  bombing 

campaign in the history of warfare. Over eleven days, 

B-52 bombers dropped more than 20,000 tons of bombs 

on North Vietnam, in an attempt to force the country to 

surrender.

But  the  North  Vietnamese  refused  to  give  up.  They 

fought  back  with  a  ferocity  that  surprised  the 

Americans, and they inflicted heavy losses on the U.S. 

Air Force. The Linebacker raids were a turning point in 

the  Vietnam  War,  and  they  ultimately  led  to  a 

humiliating defeat for the United States.

This  book  tells  the  story  of  Operation  Linebacker  II, 

from  the  planning  stages  to  the  final  days  of  the 

bombing  campaign.  It  examines  the  political  and 

military decisions that led to the raids, and it assesses 

their impact on the course of the war. It also tells the 
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stories  of  the  men  who  flew  the  bombers  and  the 

people who lived through the bombings.

The Linebacker raids were a tragedy for both Vietnam 

and the United States. They caused immense suffering 

and destruction, and they left a legacy of bitterness and 

division  that  continues  to  this  day.  But  they  also 

provide a valuable lesson about the dangers of war and 

the importance of peace.

This  book  is  a  comprehensive  and  authoritative 

account  of  Operation  Linebacker  II.  It  is  based  on 

extensive research, including interviews with veterans 

from both sides  of  the  conflict.  It  is  a  must-read for 

anyone who wants to understand the Vietnam War and 

its legacy.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

1. Rising Tensions

The  Vietnam  War  did  not  start  in  1965,  when  the 

United States sent combat troops to South Vietnam. It 

had its roots in a long history of conflict between the 

Vietnamese people and foreign powers, dating back to 

the French colonial era.

After  the  French were  defeated at  Dien Bien Phu in 

1954,  Vietnam was divided into two countries:  North 

Vietnam and South Vietnam. The North was led by Ho 

Chi  Minh,  a  communist  revolutionary  who  was 

determined to  unify  the country under his  rule.  The 

South  was  led  by  Ngo  Dinh  Diem,  a  Catholic  anti-

communist who was supported by the United States.

From  the  beginning,  the  two  Vietnams  were  on  a 

collision  course.  Ho  Chi  Minh  was  determined  to 

overthrow  Diem  and  reunite  the  country  under 

communist  rule.  Diem  was  determined  to  crush  the 
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communist  insurgency  in  the  South  and  prevent 

reunification.

The United States was deeply involved in the conflict 

from  the  very  beginning.  President  Eisenhower  sent 

military  advisors  to  South  Vietnam  in  1954,  and 

President Kennedy increased the number of advisors to 

over 16,000 by 1963.  The United States also provided 

Diem with massive amounts of economic and military 

aid.

Despite the American support, Diem's government was 

weak  and  corrupt.  He  alienated  many  of  his  own 

people, and the communist insurgency grew stronger. 

In 1963, Diem was overthrown and assassinated in a 

military coup.

The coup did not bring stability to South Vietnam. The 

country  was  plagued  by  political  instability  and 

corruption, and the communist insurgency continued 

to grow. By 1965, the United States was convinced that 

South Vietnam was on the verge of collapse. President 
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Johnson made the decision to send combat troops to 

Vietnam to prevent a communist takeover.

The decision to escalate the war was a fateful one. It 

marked the beginning of a long and bloody conflict that 

would ultimately end in defeat for the United States.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

2. The Domino Theory

The Domino Theory was a Cold War-era belief that if 

one  country  in  a  region  came  under  the  control  of 

communism,  then  its  neighbors  would  soon  follow. 

This theory was used to justify American intervention 

in Southeast Asia during the Vietnam War.

The Domino Theory originated in the Truman Doctrine, 

which was announced by President Harry Truman in 

1947.  The  Truman  Doctrine  stated  that  the  United 

States  would  provide  economic  and  military  aid  to 

countries  that  were  threatened  by  communism.  This 

policy  was  based  on  the  belief  that  the  spread  of 

communism was a threat to American security.

In  the  early  1950s,  the  Domino  Theory  was  used  to 

justify  American  intervention  in  Korea.  The  United 

States  feared  that  if  Korea  fell  to  communism,  then 

Japan and other  countries  in  the  region would  soon 
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follow. This fear led the United States to send troops to 

Korea to fight against the communist North Koreans.

The Domino Theory was also used to justify American 

intervention in Vietnam. The United States feared that 

if  Vietnam fell  to  communism,  then Laos,  Cambodia, 

and  other  countries  in  Southeast  Asia  would  soon 

follow. This fear led the United States to send troops to 

Vietnam  to  fight  against  the  communist  North 

Vietnamese.

The Domino Theory was ultimately terbukti salah. The 

North Vietnamese were able to defeat the United States 

and reunify Vietnam under communist rule. The fall of 

Vietnam did not lead to the collapse of other countries 

in Southeast Asia. However, the Domino Theory had a 

profound  impact  on  American  foreign  policy  during 

the Cold War.

The Domino Theory and the Vietnam War
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The Domino Theory was one of the main reasons why 

the United States became involved in the Vietnam War. 

American policymakers believed that if Vietnam fell to 

communism,  then  other  countries  in  Southeast  Asia 

would soon follow. This fear led the United States to 

send troops to Vietnam to fight against the communist 

North Vietnamese.

The Domino Theory was ultimately terbukti salah. The 

North Vietnamese were able to defeat the United States 

and reunify Vietnam under communist rule. The fall of 

Vietnam did not lead to the collapse of other countries 

in Southeast Asia. However, the Domino Theory had a 

profound  impact  on  American  foreign  policy  during 

the Cold War.
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Chapter 1: The Gathering Storm

3. The Gulf of Tonkin Incident

In the early hours of August 2, 1964, the U.S. destroyer 

USS Maddox was patrolling the Gulf of Tonkin, off the 

coast  of  North Vietnam. Suddenly,  the Maddox came 

under attack by North Vietnamese torpedo boats. The 

Maddox fired back, and the two sides exchanged fire 

for several hours.

The following day, the Maddox returned to the Gulf of 

Tonkin with another destroyer, the USS Turner Joy. The 

two ships  were  again  attacked  by  North  Vietnamese 

torpedo boats.  The Americans  claimed that  they had 

sunk two of the North Vietnamese boats and damaged 

a third.

The Gulf of Tonkin Incident was a major turning point 

in the Vietnam War. It led to the passage of the Gulf of 

Tonkin  Resolution,  which  gave  President  Lyndon  B. 

Johnson  broad  authority  to  escalate  the  war  in 
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Vietnam. The resolution passed by a vote of 416 to 0 in 

the House of Representatives and 88 to 2 in the Senate.

The Gulf of Tonkin Incident remains controversial  to 

this day. Some historians believe that the incident was 

a deliberate provocation by the United States, designed 

to justify a wider war in Vietnam. Others believe that 

the incident was a genuine attack by North Vietnam, 

and that the United States was justified in responding 

with force.

Regardless of the truth of what happened in the Gulf of 

Tonkin,  the  incident  had  a  profound  impact  on  the 

course  of  the  Vietnam  War.  It  led  to  a  significant 

escalation of the war, and it ultimately resulted in the 

deaths of millions of people.

The  Gulf  of  Tonkin  Incident  is  a  reminder  of  the 

dangers  of  misperception  and  miscalculation  in 

international  relations.  It  is  also  a  reminder  of  the 

importance  of  careful  deliberation  and diplomacy  in 

resolving international disputes.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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