
The New Serbian Question

Introduction

Serbia is  a  country with a rich and complex history, 

and the Serbian question is one of the most pressing 

issues facing the Balkans today. In this book, we will 

explore the historical, political, and social factors that 

have shaped the Serbian question, and we will consider 

the possible futures for Serbia in the 21st century.

The Serbian question has its roots in the 19th century, 

when  the  Serbian  people  began  to  awaken  to  their 

national  identity.  This  awakening  was  fueled  by  a 

number of factors, including the rise of nationalism in 

Europe,  the  decline  of  the  Ottoman Empire,  and the 

Serbian  Orthodox  Church.  In  1878,  Serbia  gained  its 

independence from the Ottoman Empire, and in 1918, 

it  became part  of  the Kingdom of  Serbs,  Croats,  and 

Slovenes (later known as Yugoslavia).
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Yugoslavia was a diverse and complex country, and the 

Serbian question was one of the many challenges that 

it  faced.  The  Serbs  were  the  largest  ethnic  group in 

Yugoslavia, but they were not the only one. There were 

also  Croats,  Bosniaks,  Albanians,  Macedonians,  and 

other  ethnic  groups.  The  different  ethnic  groups  in 

Yugoslavia  had  different  histories,  cultures,  and 

religions, and they often had conflicting interests.

The  Serbian  question  came  to  a  head  in  the  1990s, 

when Yugoslavia broke up. The breakup of Yugoslavia 

was a violent and bloody affair, and it resulted in the 

deaths of hundreds of thousands of people. The Serbs 

were  one  of  the  main  belligerents  in  the  Yugoslav 

Wars,  and  they  were  accused  of  committing  war 

crimes.

The breakup of Yugoslavia left Serbia a much smaller 

and weaker country.  Serbia lost  control  of  Kosovo,  a 

province  that  had  been  part  of  Serbia  for  centuries. 

Serbia also lost  control  of  other territories,  including 
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parts  of  Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.  Today, 

Serbia is a landlocked country with a population of just 

over 7 million people.

The  Serbian  question  is  still  a  pressing  issue  today. 

Serbia is a country with a troubled past, and it faces a 

number  of  challenges,  including  economic  problems, 

political instability, and ethnic tensions. The future of 

Serbia  is  uncertain,  but  it  is  clear  that  the  Serbian 

question  will  continue  to  be  a  major  factor  in  the 

Balkans for many years to come.
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Book Description

The Serbian question is one of the most pressing issues 

facing the Balkans today. In this book, we explore the 

historical, political, and social factors that have shaped 

the  Serbian  question,  and  we  consider  the  possible 

futures for Serbia in the 21st century.

Serbia is  a  country with a rich and complex history. 

The Serbian people began to awaken to their national 

identity in the 19th century, and in 1878, Serbia gained 

its  independence from the Ottoman Empire.  In 1918, 

Serbia became part  of  the Kingdom of  Serbs,  Croats, 

and Slovenes (later known as Yugoslavia).

Yugoslavia was a diverse and complex country, and the 

Serbian question was one of the many challenges that 

it faced. The breakup of Yugoslavia in the 1990s was a 

violent and bloody affair, and the Serbs were one of the 

main belligerents in the Yugoslav Wars. The breakup of 

Yugoslavia  left  Serbia  a  much  smaller  and  weaker 

4



country,  and  the  Serbian  question  is  still  a  pressing 

issue today.

Serbia  faces  a  number  of  challenges,  including 

economic  problems,  political  instability,  and  ethnic 

tensions.  The  future  of  Serbia  is  uncertain,  but  it  is 

clear that  the Serbian question will  continue to be a 

major factor in the Balkans for many years to come.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  overview  of 

the Serbian question, covering the following topics:

 The historical roots of the Serbian question

 The  breakup  of  Yugoslavia  and  its  impact  on 

Serbia

 The challenges facing Serbia today

 The  possible  futures  for  Serbia  in  the  21st 

century

This book is essential reading for anyone who wants to 

understand  the  complex  history  and  politics  of  the 

Balkans. It is also a valuable resource for policymakers, 
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journalists,  and anyone else  who is  interested in the 

future of Serbia.

6



Chapter 1: The Historical Context

1. Ancient Roots of Serbian Identity

The Serbian people have a long and rich history, dating 

back  to  the  early  days  of  the  Slavic  migrations.  The 

Serbs are believed to have originated in the area north 

of the Carpathian Mountains, and they migrated to the 

Balkans in the 6th and 7th centuries. The Serbs quickly 

established  themselves  as  a  powerful  force  in  the 

region,  and  they  soon  came  into  conflict  with  the 

Byzantine Empire.

The Serbs were eventually defeated by the Byzantines, 

but they retained their cultural and religious identity. 

In  the  12th  century,  the  Serbs  established their  own 

independent  kingdom,  which  lasted  for  over  two 

centuries. The Serbian kingdom was a major power in 

the Balkans,  and it  played a key role  in the region's 

history.
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In  the  14th  century,  the  Serbian  kingdom  was 

conquered  by  the  Ottoman  Empire.  The  Ottoman 

conquest had a profound impact on the Serbian people. 

The Serbs were forced to convert to Islam, and their 

culture and language were suppressed.  However,  the 

Serbs never forgot their history, and they continued to 

resist Ottoman rule.

In the 19th century, the Serbs began to awaken to their 

national  identity.  This  awakening  was  fueled  by  a 

number of factors, including the rise of nationalism in 

Europe,  the  decline  of  the  Ottoman Empire,  and the 

Serbian  Orthodox  Church.  In  1878,  Serbia  gained  its 

independence from the Ottoman Empire, and in 1918, 

it  became part  of  the Kingdom of  Serbs,  Croats,  and 

Slovenes (later known as Yugoslavia).

The  Serbian  people  have  a  long  and  proud  history. 

They have faced many challenges over the centuries, 

but they have always managed to survive and thrive. 

The  Serbs  are  a  resilient  people,  and  they  are 
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determined to build a better future for themselves and 

their children.
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Chapter 1: The Historical Context

2. The Rise of the Serbian Empire

In the 12th century, Serbia emerged as a powerful state 

in  the  Balkans.  Under  the  rule  of  Stefan  Nemanja, 

Serbia  expanded  its  territory  and  became  a  major 

player  in  the  region.  Nemanja's  son,  Stefan 

Prvovenčani,  was crowned the first king of Serbia in 

1217.

The  Serbian  Empire  reached  its  peak  in  the  14th 

century  under  the  rule  of  Stefan  Dušan.  Dušan 

conquered vast territories, including parts of Bulgaria, 

Macedonia,  and Albania.  He also  proclaimed himself 

emperor of the Serbs and Greeks.

The Serbian Empire  was  a  powerful  and prosperous 

state.  It  had a strong military,  a developed economy, 

and  a  rich  culture.  However,  the  empire  was  short-

lived. After Dušan's death in 1355, the empire began to 
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decline.  It  was eventually conquered by the Ottoman 

Turks in the 15th century.

The rise and fall of the Serbian Empire is a fascinating 

story that is full of drama, intrigue, and betrayal. It is a 

story that has been told and retold for centuries, and it 

continues to inspire Serbian people today.

The Serbian Empire was a major power in the Balkans 

for over two centuries. It played a significant role in the 

history of the region, and its legacy can still  be seen 

today. The Serbian Empire is a source of great pride for 

the Serbian people, and it is a reminder of their rich 

and glorious history.

The rise of the Serbian Empire was due to a number of 

factors, including the leadership of Stefan Nemanja and 

Stefan  Dušan,  the  military  prowess  of  the  Serbian 

army, and the economic prosperity of the Serbian state. 

The Serbian Empire was also able to take advantage of 

the decline of  the Byzantine Empire and the Mongol 

invasions of Eastern Europe.
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The fall of the Serbian Empire was due to a number of 

factors, including the death of Stefan Dušan, the rise of 

the Ottoman Turks,  and the internal divisions within 

the Serbian state. The Serbian Empire was also unable 

to withstand the combined forces of the Ottoman Turks 

and the Hungarian Kingdom.
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Chapter 1: The Historical Context

3.  The  Ottoman  Conquest  and  Serbian 

Decline

In  the  14th  century,  the  Ottoman  Turks  began  to 

expand their empire into the Balkans. By the end of the 

century,  they  had  conquered  most  of  Serbia.  The 

Serbian  people  were  forced  to  pay  tribute  to  the 

Ottomans  and  were  subjected  to  harsh  rule.  The 

Ottoman conquest had a devastating impact on Serbia. 

The  Serbian  economy  was  ruined,  and  the  Serbian 

people  were  forced  to  convert  to  Islam  or  face 

persecution.

The Serbian Orthodox Church was also persecuted by 

the  Ottomans.  Many churches  and monasteries  were 

destroyed, and the Serbian clergy were forced to flee 

the country. The Ottoman conquest also led to a decline 

in Serbian culture and learning. Serbian schools were 

closed, and Serbian books were burned.
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The Serbian people resisted Ottoman rule for centuries. 

In the 19th century, the Serbs began to revolt against 

the  Ottomans.  These  revolts  were  ultimately 

unsuccessful, but they helped to raise awareness of the 

Serbian cause. In 1878, Serbia gained its independence 

from the Ottoman Empire.

The  Serbian  people  were  overjoyed  to  be  free  from 

Ottoman rule, but their joy was short-lived. In 1912, the 

Balkan  Wars  erupted.  Serbia  was  victorious  in  the 

Balkan Wars, but the wars left the country exhausted 

and weakened. In 1914, World War I broke out. Serbia 

was one of the main targets of the Austro-Hungarian 

Empire. The Serbian army was defeated by the Austro-

Hungarians,  and Serbia  was occupied by the Central 

Powers.

The Serbian people suffered greatly during World War 

I. Hundreds of thousands of Serbs were killed, and the 

country was devastated. In 1918, Serbia was liberated 

by the Allied Powers. After the war, Serbia became part 
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of  the  Kingdom of  Serbs,  Croats,  and Slovenes  (later 

known as Yugoslavia).

The Ottoman conquest and Serbian decline was a dark 

chapter in Serbian history. The Serbian people suffered 

greatly under Ottoman rule, and the country was left 

devastated. However, the Serbian people were able to 

eventually overcome Ottoman rule and achieve their 

independence.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 
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