
The Armature:  A Journey Through Car 

Dashboards

Introduction

From the earliest automobiles to the sleekest modern 

vehicles, the dashboard has been a constant companion 

to  drivers.  It  is  a  command  center,  a  source  of 

information, and a reflection of the car's personality.

In  this  comprehensive  guide,  we  take  a  journey 

through the world of dashboards,  from their humble 

beginnings to their  cutting-edge future.  We'll  explore 

the  evolution  of  dashboard  design,  from  the  simple 

gauges of early cars to the complex consoles of today's 

vehicles.  We'll  also  delve  into  the  anatomy  of  a 

dashboard,  examining  the  different  components  that 

make up this essential part of a car.
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We'll also explore the psychology of dashboard design, 

and  how  it  can  affect  the  driver's  experience.  We'll 

discuss  the  importance  of  ergonomics,  the  role  of 

aesthetics,  and  the  use  of  technology  to  create 

dashboards that are both functional and beautiful.

Whether you're a car enthusiast, a designer, or simply 

someone who wants to learn more about the history 

and future of dashboards, this book has something for 

everyone. Join us as we explore the fascinating world 

of these automotive marvels.

From the classic dashboards of yesteryear to the high-

tech displays of today, dashboards have come a long 

way.  They  are  now  more  than  just  a  collection  of 

gauges and switches; they are an integral part of the 

driving  experience.  They  provide  drivers  with  vital 

information, help them control the car's systems, and 

even entertain them.

As  technology  continues  to  evolve,  so  too  will 

dashboards. We can expect to see even more advanced 
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and  innovative  dashboards  in  the  years  to  come. 

Dashboards  may  become  even  more  customizable, 

allowing  drivers  to  tailor  them  to  their  individual 

needs and preferences.  They may also  become more 

integrated with other devices, such as smartphones and 

navigation systems. The possibilities are endless.

One thing is for sure: dashboards will continue to play 

a vital role in the automotive experience. They are a 

window into the soul of a car, and they help to make 

driving a more enjoyable and safer experience.
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Book Description

Journey  through  the  fascinating  world  of  car 

dashboards  in  this  comprehensive  guide.  From their 

humble  beginnings  to  their  cutting-edge  future, 

dashboards  have  evolved  into  a  vital  part  of  the 

automotive experience.

Explore  the evolution of  dashboard design,  from the 

simple gauges of early cars to the complex consoles of 

today's  vehicles.  Delve  into  the  anatomy  of  a 

dashboard,  examining  the  different  components  that 

make up this  essential  part  of  a  car.  Understand the 

psychology of dashboard design and how it affects the 

driver's experience.

Discover the role of dashboards in motorsports, classic 

cars,  and  concept  cars.  Learn  about  the  latest 

dashboard  technologies  and  innovations,  and  get  a 

glimpse into the future of dashboards.
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Whether you're a car enthusiast, a designer, or simply 

someone who wants to learn more about the history 

and future of dashboards, this book has something for 

everyone. Join us as we explore the fascinating world 

of these automotive marvels.

In this book, you'll learn about:

 The  history  of  dashboards,  from  their  early 

beginnings to their modern incarnations

 The  different  types  of  dashboards  and  their 

unique features

 The psychology of dashboard design and how it 

affects the driver's experience

 The  role  of  dashboards  in  motorsports,  classic 

cars, and concept cars

 The  latest  dashboard  technologies  and 

innovations

 The  future  of  dashboards  and  what  we  can 

expect to see in the years to come
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With its comprehensive coverage and engaging writing 

style, this book is the ultimate guide to car dashboards. 

It's a must-read for anyone who wants to learn more 

about  these  fascinating  and  essential  automotive 

components.
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Chapter  1:  The  Evolution  of  the 

Dashboard

The  Early  Days:  From  Simple  Gauges  to 

Complex Consoles

In  the  early  days  of  automobiles,  dashboards  were 

simple  affairs,  consisting  of  little  more  than  a 

speedometer and a few gauges to indicate fuel level, oil 

pressure,  and  water  temperature.  These  early 

dashboards  were  often made of  wood or  metal,  and 

they were typically painted black or gray.

As  cars  became  more  complex,  so  too  did  their 

dashboards. By the 1920s, dashboards were starting to 

feature  a  wider  variety  of  gauges  and  controls, 

including  ammeters,  voltmeters,  and  tachometers. 

Some cars even had radios and clocks built into their 

dashboards.
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The 1930s saw the introduction of Art Deco design to 

dashboards.  These  dashboards  were  often  made  of 

chrome  and  Bakelite,  and  they  featured  sleek, 

streamlined designs. Some Art Deco dashboards even 

had built-in ashtrays and vanity mirrors.

The  1950s  and  1960s  were  a  golden  age  for  car 

dashboards.  This  was the era of  the muscle car,  and 

dashboards  were  designed  to  reflect  the  power  and 

performance of these vehicles. Muscle car dashboards 

were often adorned with large, easy-to-read gauges, as 

well  as  tachometers  and  other  performance-oriented 

instruments.

The 1970s and 1980s saw the introduction of electronic 

dashboards. These dashboards used digital displays to 

show  information  such  as  speed,  fuel  level,  and  oil 

pressure.  Electronic  dashboards  were  also  more 

customizable  than  traditional  dashboards,  allowing 

drivers to choose the information they wanted to see.
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Today,  dashboards  are  more  advanced  than  ever 

before. They feature large, high-resolution displays that 

can  show  a  wide  variety  of  information,  including 

navigation instructions,  music,  and even the weather 

forecast.  Some  dashboards  even  have  built-in 

computers  that  allow  drivers  to  control  their  car's 

settings and infotainment system.

The evolution of  the dashboard is  a reflection of the 

changing  needs  and  expectations  of  drivers.  As  cars 

have become more complex and sophisticated, so too 

have their  dashboards.  Today's  dashboards are more 

than just a collection of gauges and controls; they are 

an integral part of the driving experience.
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Chapter  1:  The  Evolution  of  the 

Dashboard

The Art Deco Era: Dashboards as Works of Art

The Allure of Art Deco

The Art Deco era, which spanned the 1920s and 1930s, 

was  a  time  of  great  change  and  innovation  in  the 

automotive  industry.  Cars  were  becoming  more 

powerful  and sophisticated,  and manufacturers  were 

looking for ways to make their vehicles stand out from 

the  competition.  One  way  they  did  this  was  by 

incorporating  Art  Deco  design  elements  into  their 

dashboards.

Art  Deco  is  a  style  of  art  and  design  that  is 

characterized by its bold geometric shapes, rich colors, 

and luxurious materials. It was inspired by the art of 

ancient Egypt, the Far East, and the Machine Age. Art 

Deco  dashboards  were  often  made  of  expensive 

materials such as wood, metal,  and ivory. They were 
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also adorned with intricate  details,  such as  carvings, 

moldings, and inlays.

Form and Function

Art Deco dashboards were not only beautiful, but they 

were  also  functional.  The  designers  of  these 

dashboards  paid  careful  attention  to  ergonomics, 

ensuring that the controls were easy to reach and use. 

They also made sure that the gauges and displays were 

clear and easy to read.

The result was a dashboard that was both stylish and 

functional.  It  was  a  work  of  art  that  also  served  a 

practical purpose.

A Reflection of the Times

Art Deco dashboards were a reflection of the times in 

which  they  were  created.  They  were  a  symbol  of 

wealth, luxury, and progress. They also represented a 

new era of automotive design, one in which cars were 
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seen as more than just machines.  They were seen as 

works of art that could be enjoyed by everyone.

The Legacy of Art Deco Dashboards

The Art  Deco era ended with the outbreak of  World 

War II, but the legacy of Art Deco dashboards lives on. 

These  dashboards  are  still  admired  today  for  their 

beauty, craftsmanship, and historical significance. They 

can  be  found  in  museums,  car  shows,  and  private 

collections all over the world.

Art Deco dashboards are a reminder of a time when 

cars were more than just machines. They were works 

of art that reflected the optimism and prosperity of the 

Roaring Twenties.
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Chapter  1:  The  Evolution  of  the 

Dashboard

The Muscle Car Era: Gauges Galore

The  muscle  car  era  was  a  time  of  excess,  and 

dashboards  were  no exception.  Cars  like  the  Pontiac 

GTO, the Plymouth Barracuda, and the Ford Mustang 

were all equipped with an array of gauges and dials, 

each one vying for the driver's attention.

Speedometers, tachometers, oil pressure gauges, water 

temperature gauges, fuel gauges, and ammeters were 

all  standard fare  on muscle  cars.  Some models  even 

had  gauges  for  things  like  manifold  vacuum  and 

exhaust gas temperature.

The purpose of all these gauges was to give the driver 

as  much  information  as  possible  about  the  car's 

performance.  In  an  era  when  cars  were  capable  of 

reaching  speeds  of  over  100  miles  per  hour,  this 
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information was essential for keeping the car running 

safely and efficiently.

But the gauges in muscle cars were also a source of 

pride for owners. They were a way to show off the car's 

power and performance. The more gauges a car had, 

the more impressive it was considered to be.

Of course, all these gauges could also be a distraction 

for  drivers.  With  so  much information  to  take  in,  it 

could be difficult to focus on the road. But for muscle 

car  enthusiasts,  the  gauges  were  all  part  of  the 

experience. They were a way to connect with the car 

and feel its power.

The muscle car era came to an end in the early 1970s, 

due  to  rising  gas  prices  and  stricter  emissions 

regulations. But the legacy of these cars lives on, and so 

does the legacy of their dashboards. Today, muscle car 

dashboards  are  highly  sought-after  by  collectors  and 

enthusiasts. They are a reminder of a time when cars 

were loud, fast, and unapologetically American.
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The Dance of Light and Shadows

The dashboards of muscle cars were often illuminated 

by a variety of lights and gauges. At night, these lights 

would  create  a  mesmerizing  display  of  light  and 

shadows, dancing across the interior of the car.

The  speedometer  and  tachometer  were  typically  the 

most prominent gauges on the dashboard. They were 

often backlit with bright colors, such as red, orange, or 

green. The other gauges were usually illuminated with 

a softer light, creating a subtle glow.

The combination of light and shadow created a unique 

and inviting atmosphere in the muscle car cabin. It was 

a place where drivers could feel connected to the car 

and the road.

The Information Age

The muscle car era was also a time of great innovation 

in  automotive  technology.  New technologies,  such as 

electronic fuel injection and solid-state ignition, were 
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making  cars  more  powerful  and  efficient  than  ever 

before.

These new technologies also found their way into the 

dashboard. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, muscle 

cars began to be equipped with electronic gauges and 

displays. These gauges were more accurate and easier 

to read than the traditional mechanical gauges.

The  introduction  of  electronic  gauges  was  a  sign  of 

things to come. In the years that followed, dashboards 

would  become  even  more  sophisticated,  with  the 

addition  of  digital  displays,  touch  screens,  and  even 

heads-up displays.

But even as dashboards have evolved, they have never 

lost  their  essential  purpose:  to  provide  drivers  with 

information about the car's performance and to help 

them stay connected to the road.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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