The Piano Player's Guide to Harmony

and Improvisation

Introduction

The Piano Player's Guide to Harmony and
Improvisation is the definitive guide to harmony and
improvisation for piano players of all levels. Whether
you're a beginner looking to learn the basics or an
experienced musician looking to expand your skills,

this book has something for you.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco shares his years of
experience as a professional pianist and educator to
teach you everything you need to know about harmony
and improvisation. You'll learn about the major and
minor scales, chords, chord progressions, and

cadences. You'll also learn how to improvise over chord



changes, develop your own melodies, and create your

own compositions.

But The Piano Player's Guide to Harmony and
Improvisation is more than just a theory book. It's also
a practical guide that will help you improve your piano
playing skills. You'll find exercises and examples
throughout the book that will help you develop your

fingerings, hand positions, and overall technique.

With its clear explanations, engaging examples, and
practical exercises, The Piano Player's Guide to
Harmony and Improvisation is the perfect resource for
any piano player who wants to learn more about

harmony and improvisation.

So what are you waiting for? Order your copy of The
Piano Player's Guide to Harmony and Improvisation
today and start your journey to becoming a better

piano player!

In this book, you'll learn:



e The basics of harmony, including the major and

minor scales, chords, and chord progressions

e How to improvise over chord changes

e How to develop your own melodies and create
your own compositions

e How to improve your piano playing skills,
including your fingerings, hand positions, and

overall technique

With its clear explanations, engaging examples, and
practical exercises, The Piano Player's Guide to
Harmony and Improvisation is the perfect resource for
any piano player who wants to learn more about

harmony and improvisation.



Book Description

The Piano Player's Guide to Harmony and
Improvisation is the definitive guide to harmony and
improvisation for piano players of all levels. Whether
you're a beginner looking to learn the basics or an
experienced musician looking to expand your skills,

this book has something for you.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco shares his years of
experience as a professional pianist and educator to
teach you everything you need to know about harmony
and improvisation. You'll learn about the major and
minor scales, chords, chord progressions, and
cadences. You'll also learn how to improvise over chord
changes, develop your own melodies, and create your

own compositions.

But The Piano Player's Guide to Harmony and
Improvisation is more than just a theory book. It's also

a practical guide that will help you improve your piano



playing skills. You'll find exercises and examples
throughout the book that will help you develop your

fingerings, hand positions, and overall technique.

With its clear explanations, engaging examples, and
practical exercises, The Piano Player's Guide to
Harmony and Improvisation is the perfect resource for
any piano player who wants to learn more about

harmony and improvisation.

What's inside The Piano Player's Guide to Harmony

and Improvisation?

e A comprehensive introduction to harmony,
including the major and minor scales, chords,
and chord progressions

e A step-by-step guide to improvisation, including
how to improvise over chord changes, develop
your own melodies, and create your own

compositions



e Exercises and examples to help you improve
your piano playing skills, including your
fingerings, hand positions, and overall technique

e Interviews with professional pianists and
educators

e A glossary of musical terms

e A list of recommended resources for further

study

Whether you're a beginner looking to learn the
basics or an experienced musician looking to
expand your skills, The Piano Player's Guide to
Harmony and Improvisation is the perfect resource

for you.



Chapter 1: Harmony Fundamentals

Understanding the Basics of Harmony

Harmony is the combination of simultaneous musical
notes that are pleasing to the ear. It is one of the most
important elements of music, and it can be used to

create a wide range of moods and atmospheres.

The basics of harmony are relatively simple to
understand. The first step is to learn about the major
and minor scales. These are the two most common
scales used in Western music, and they form the

foundation for most chords.

Once you understand the major and minor scales, you
can start to learn about chords. Chords are groups of
three or more notes that are played together. The most
common type of chord is the triad, which is made up of

three notes: a root, a third, and a fifth.

There are many different types of chords, each with its

own unique sound. Some of the most common types of
7



chords include major chords, minor chords, dominant

chords, and diminished chords.

Chords can be used to create a wide range of moods
and atmospheres. Major chords are often used to create
a happy or uplifting feeling, while minor chords are
often used to create a sad or melancholic feeling.
Dominant chords can be used to create a sense of
tension or excitement, while diminished chords can be

used to create a sense of mystery or intrigue.

Harmony is a powerful tool that can be used to create
beautiful and expressive music. By understanding the
basics of harmony, you can start to create your own
music and explore the endless possibilities of this

fascinating subject.



Chapter 1: Harmony Fundamentals

The Major Scale and Its Chords

The major scale is one of the most important scales in
Western music. It is used in a wide variety of genres,
from classical to pop to rock. The major scale consists
of seven notes: the root, the second, the third, the
fourth, the fifth, the sixth, and the seventh. The

intervals between the notes are as follows:

Root to second: whole step
e Second to third: whole step
e  Third to fourth: half step

e  Fourth to fifth: whole step

e  Fifth to sixth: whole step

e  Sixth to seventh: whole step

e Seventh to root: half step



The major scale can be used to create a variety of
chords. The most common chords are the major triad,

the minor triad, and the dominant seventh chord.

e The major triad consists of the root, the third,
and the fifth of the scale.

e The minor triad consists of the root, the minor
third, and the fifth of the scale.

¢ The dominant seventh chord consists of the root,

the third, the fifth, and the seventh of the scale.

These chords can be used to create a wide variety of

harmonic progressions.

The major scale is a versatile scale that can be used to
create a variety of different moods and atmospheres. It
is a good scale to start with if you are new to harmony

and improvisation.

Here are some examples of how the major scale can be

used in music:
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e The major scale is used in the melody of the song
"Happy Birthday to You."

e The major scale is used in the chord progression
of the song "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star."

e The major scale is used in the improvisation of

jazz musicians.

The major scale is a fundamental building block of
Western music. It is a versatile scale that can be used to
create a wide variety of different moods and

atmospheres.
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Chapter 1: Harmony Fundamentals

The Minor Scale and Its Chords

The minor scale is one of the most important scales in
music. It is used in a wide variety of musical genres,
from classical to jazz to rock. The minor scale has a
characteristic sound that is often described as sad or

melancholic.

The minor scale is constructed by starting on the sixth
note of the major scale. For example, the C major scale
isC,D,E, F, G, A, B, C. The C minor scaleis A, B, C, D, E,
F, G, A.

There are three different types of minor scales: the
natural minor scale, the harmonic minor scale, and the
melodic minor scale. The natural minor scale is the
most common type of minor scale. It has a
characteristic sound that is often described as sad or

melancholic.
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The harmonic minor scale is a variation of the natural
minor scale. It has a raised seventh note, which gives it
a more dissonant sound. The harmonic minor scale is

often used in jazz and classical music.

The melodic minor scale is another variation of the
natural minor scale. It has a raised sixth and seventh
notes, which gives it a more melodic sound. The
melodic minor scale is often used in folk and

traditional music.

Minor scales can be used to create a wide variety of
chords. The most common minor chords are the minor
triad, the minor seventh chord, and the minor ninth

chord.

Minor triads are constructed by stacking three thirds
on top of each other. For example, the C minor triad is

C, Eb, G.
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Minor seventh chords are constructed by adding a
seventh to a minor triad. For example, the C minor

seventh chord is C, Eb, G, Bb.

Minor ninth chords are constructed by adding a ninth
to a minor seventh chord. For example, the C minor

ninth chord is C, Eb, G, Bb, D.

Minor chords can be used to create a wide variety of
musical effects. They can be used to create a sense of
sadness or melancholy, or they can be used to add

tension or drama to a piece of music.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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