
American Dreamscapes: Postcards from 

the Past

Introduction

The  world  is  full  of  hidden  stories,  waiting  to  be 

uncovered. Sometimes, these stories are found in the 

most unexpected places - like on a postcard.

Postcards have been around for over a  century,  and 

during  that  time  they  have  captured  a  unique  and 

fascinating glimpse of American life. From the bustling 

streets of New York City to the serene landscapes of the 

American  West,  postcards  have  documented  the 

people,  places,  and  events  that  have  shaped  our 

nation's history.

In this book, we will take a journey through the world 

of  American postcards.  We will  explore the different 

types of postcards that were produced, the people who 
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created them, and the stories that they tell. Along the 

way, we will learn about the social and cultural history 

of  the  United  States,  and  we  will  gain  a  new 

appreciation for the power of the postcard.

Postcards were first introduced in the United States in 

the late 1800s. At first, they were used primarily as a 

way  to  send  short  messages  to  friends  and  family. 

However,  as  the  popularity  of  postcards  grew,  they 

began to be used for a variety of purposes. Businesses 

used postcards to advertise their products and services, 

schools used postcards to promote their programs, and 

organizations used postcards to raise funds.

The  golden  age  of  postcards  was  the  early  1900s. 

During  this  time,  postcards  were  produced  in  vast 

quantities, and they were sold everywhere from drug 

stores to department stores. Postcards were also very 

affordable, which made them accessible to people of all 

income levels.
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As  a  result  of  their  popularity,  postcards  became  a 

powerful  force  in  American  culture.  They  helped  to 

spread news and information, they promoted tourism, 

and they helped to create a sense of national identity. 

Postcards  also  played  a  role  in  social  and  political 

movements.  For  example,  postcards  were  used  to 

promote the women's suffrage movement and the civil 

rights movement.

Today, postcards are still produced and used, although 

their popularity has declined somewhat in the digital 

age.  However,  postcards remain a valuable historical 

record of American life.  They offer a unique glimpse 

into the past, and they can help us to understand the 

present.

In this book, we will explore the many different ways 

that postcards have been used to document American 

life.  We  will  look  at  postcards  that  depict  everyday 

scenes, such as people going about their daily lives or 

children  playing  in  the  park.  We  will  also  look  at 
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postcards that capture major historical events, such as 

the World Wars or the Civil Rights Movement.

Through  these  postcards,  we  will  gain  a  better 

understanding of the American experience. We will see 

how our country has changed over time, and we will 

learn about the people who have shaped our nation's 

history.
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Book Description

American Dreamscapes: Postcards from the Past is a 

journey  through  the  world  of  American  postcards. 

From  the  bustling  streets  of  New  York  City  to  the 

serene  landscapes  of  the  American  West,  postcards 

have documented the people,  places,  and events that 

have shaped our nation's history.

In  this  book,  we  will  explore  the  different  types  of 

postcards that were produced, the people who created 

them, and the stories that they tell. Along the way, we 

will learn about the social and cultural history of the 

United States, and we will gain a new appreciation for 

the power of the postcard.

Postcards were first introduced in the United States in 

the late 1800s. At first, they were used primarily as a 

way  to  send  short  messages  to  friends  and  family. 

However,  as  the  popularity  of  postcards  grew,  they 

began to be used for a variety of purposes. Businesses 
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used postcards to advertise their products and services, 

schools used postcards to promote their programs, and 

organizations used postcards to raise funds.

The  golden  age  of  postcards  was  the  early  1900s. 

During  this  time,  postcards  were  produced  in  vast 

quantities, and they were sold everywhere from drug 

stores to department stores. Postcards were also very 

affordable, which made them accessible to people of all 

income levels.

As  a  result  of  their  popularity,  postcards  became  a 

powerful  force  in  American  culture.  They  helped  to 

spread news and information, they promoted tourism, 

and they helped to create a sense of national identity. 

Postcards  also  played  a  role  in  social  and  political 

movements.  For  example,  postcards  were  used  to 

promote the women's suffrage movement and the civil 

rights movement.

Today, postcards are still produced and used, although 

their popularity has declined somewhat in the digital 
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age.  However,  postcards remain a valuable historical 

record of American life.  They offer a unique glimpse 

into the past, and they can help us to understand the 

present.

American Dreamscapes: Postcards from the Past is a 

celebration of the American postcard. It is a book that 

will appeal to anyone interested in American history, 

popular culture, or photography. 
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Chapter 1: The Golden Age of Postcards

The Rise of Mass Photography

The rise of mass photography in the late 19th century 

had  a  profound  impact  on  the  development  of 

postcards.  Before  the  invention  of  photography, 

postcards were typically illustrated with engravings or 

lithographs. However, with the advent of photography, 

it became possible to produce postcards that featured 

real-life images.

This  new  technology  made  postcards  more  popular 

than ever before. People were eager to send postcards 

to  their  friends  and  family,  sharing  images  of  their 

travels, their everyday lives, and the people and places 

they loved.

The  rise  of  mass  photography  also  led  to  the 

development of new types of postcards. For example, in 

the early 1900s, "real photo postcards" became popular. 

These  postcards  featured  actual  photographs,  rather 
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than engravings or lithographs.  Real  photo postcards 

were often hand-colored, which made them even more 

lifelike.

Another type of postcard that became popular in the 

early 1900s was the "linen postcard." Linen postcards 

were  made  from a  special  type  of  paper  that  had  a 

linen-like  texture.  This  gave  the  postcards  a  unique 

look and feel.

The  rise  of  mass  photography  also  led  to  the 

development of new ways to produce postcards. In the 

early  days,  postcards  were  printed  one  at  a  time. 

However,  with  the  development  of  new  printing 

technologies,  it  became  possible  to  mass-produce 

postcards. This made postcards even more affordable, 

which helped to increase their popularity.

The rise of mass photography had a significant impact 

on  the  development  of  postcards.  It  made  postcards 

more popular, more affordable, and more versatile. As 
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a  result,  postcards  became  a  powerful  way  to 

communicate and share information.
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Chapter 1: The Golden Age of Postcards

The Postcard as a Communication Tool

Postcards were first introduced in the United States in 

the late 1800s. At first, they were used primarily as a 

way  to  send  short  messages  to  friends  and  family. 

However,  as  the  popularity  of  postcards  grew,  they 

began to be used for a variety of purposes. Businesses 

used postcards to advertise their products and services, 

schools used postcards to promote their programs, and 

organizations used postcards to raise funds.

One of the most important uses of postcards was as a 

communication tool. Postcards were a quick and easy 

way to send a message to someone who lived far away. 

They  were  also  relatively  inexpensive,  which  made 

them accessible to people of all income levels.

Postcards  were  often  used  to  share  news  and 

information.  For  example,  people  would  send 

postcards to their friends and family to tell them about 
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their  travels,  their  new  job,  or  their  latest 

accomplishments.  Postcards  were  also  used  to  share 

news about current events. For example, people would 

send postcards to their friends and family to tell them 

about the latest war or the latest political scandal.

In addition to sharing news and information, postcards 

were also used to express emotions. People would send 

postcards to their friends and family to tell them how 

much they loved them or how much they missed them. 

Postcards  were  also  used  to  express  condolences  or 

sympathy.

Postcards were a vital communication tool in the early 

1900s. They were a way to stay connected with friends 

and  family,  to  share  news  and  information,  and  to 

express emotions. Postcards played an important role 

in American culture, and they continue to be a popular 

way to communicate today.
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Chapter 1: The Golden Age of Postcards

The Evolution of Postcard Design

The  early  days  of  postcards  were  a  time  of  great 

experimentation  in  design.  Postcard  publishers  were 

constantly trying new ways to make their cards more 

visually appealing and distinctive.

One of the most important factors in postcard design 

was  the  image.  In  the  early  days,  most  postcards 

featured  black-and-white  photographs.  However,  as 

printing technology improved, color postcards became 

more  and  more  popular.  By  the  early  1900s,  color 

postcards were the standard.

In addition to photographs, postcards also featured a 

variety  of  other  images,  including  illustrations, 

paintings, and drawings. These images were often used 

to  depict  scenes  from  everyday  life,  such  as  people 

going about their daily business or children playing in 

the park.
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Another important element of postcard design was the 

text.  The  text  on  a  postcard  typically  included  a 

message from the sender to the recipient. However, the 

text could also be used to promote a product or service, 

or to commemorate a special event.

The design of postcards also varied depending on the 

publisher.  Some  publishers  specialized  in  producing 

high-quality  postcards  with  elaborate  designs.  Other 

publishers  produced  more  affordable  postcards  with 

simpler designs.

As  the  popularity  of  postcards  grew,  so  too  did  the 

number  of  postcard  publishers.  By  the  early  1900s, 

there  were  hundreds  of  postcard  publishers  in  the 

United States. Each publisher had its own unique style, 

and this diversity of styles helped to make postcards a 

truly unique and collectible form of art.

The golden age of postcards came to an end with the 

advent of the digital age. Today, people are more likely 

to send electronic messages than postcards. However, 
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postcards  remain  a  popular  way  to  commemorate 

special occasions and to share memories with friends 

and family.

15



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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