
The Ancient Ruins of Angkor

Introduction

Angkor, a city of ancient temples and ruins, lies hidden 

deep within the jungles of Cambodia. Once the capital 

of the mighty Khmer Empire, Angkor was abandoned 

centuries ago and left  to be reclaimed by the jungle. 

Today,  it  stands as  a  testament  to  the ingenuity  and 

artistry of the Khmer people,  and is one of the most 

popular tourist destinations in Southeast Asia.

In  this  book,  we  will  journey  through  the  ruins  of 

Angkor and explore the fascinating history and culture 

of the Khmer Empire. We will visit the grand temples 

of Angkor Thom, marvel at the intricate carvings of the 

Bayon  Temple,  and  wander  through  the  overgrown 

ruins of Ta Prohm. We will learn about the daily lives 

of the Khmer people, their religious beliefs, and their 

artistic  achievements.  And  we  will  explore  the 
1



mysteries  that  still  surround  Angkor,  from  the 

disappearance of the Khmer Empire to the legends of 

the Naga curse.

Angkor is a place of wonder and beauty, a place where 

history  and  nature  collide.  It  is  a  place  that  has 

captured the imagination of travelers and explorers for 

centuries. In this book, we will take you on a journey 

through this ancient city and reveal the secrets of its 

past.

Whether  you  are  a  history  buff,  an  architecture 

enthusiast,  or  simply  someone  who  loves  to  explore 

new places, this book is for you. Join us as we journey 

through the ruins of Angkor and discover the legacy of 

the Khmer Empire.

Angkor is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the 

most important archaeological sites in Southeast Asia. 

It  is  a  vast  complex  of  temples,  palaces,  and  other 

structures  that  was  built  between  the  9th  and  15th 

centuries. Angkor was the capital of the Khmer Empire, 
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which ruled over much of Southeast Asia during that 

time.  The  empire  was  eventually  abandoned  in  the 

15th century, and the city was left to be reclaimed by 

the jungle.

Today,  Angkor  is  a  popular  tourist  destination,  and 

visitors from all over the world come to see the ruins of 

this ancient city. Angkor is a place of great beauty and 

mystery, and it is a reminder of the power and glory of 

the Khmer Empire.

3



Book Description

Journey into  the heart  of  the ancient  Khmer Empire 

and discover the ruins of Angkor, a city of temples and 

wonders hidden deep within the jungles of Cambodia.

In  this  captivating  book,  we  take  you  on  a  journey 

through  the  ruins  of  Angkor  and  explore  the 

fascinating history and culture of  the  Khmer people. 

From  the  grand  temples  of  Angkor  Thom  to  the 

intricate  carvings  of  the  Bayon  Temple,  from  the 

overgrown ruins of Ta Prohm to the serene beauty of 

Srei Temple, Angkor is a place of wonder and beauty 

that will transport you to another time and place.

But  Angkor is  more than just  a  collection of  ancient 

ruins.  It  is  a  place where history and nature collide, 

where the spirits of the past still linger, and where the 

mysteries of the Khmer Empire continue to unfold. In 

this book, we will explore the legends and myths that 
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surround Angkor, from the story of the Naga curse to 

the disappearance of the Khmer Empire.

We will also learn about the daily lives of the Khmer 

people,  their  religious  beliefs,  and  their  artistic 

achievements. Angkor was once a thriving city, home 

to  a  sophisticated  civilization  that  produced some of 

the  most  beautiful  and  awe-inspiring  architecture  in 

the world.

Whether  you  are  a  history  buff,  an  architecture 

enthusiast,  or  simply  someone  who  loves  to  explore 

new places, this book is for you. Join us as we journey 

through the ruins of Angkor and discover the legacy of 

the Khmer Empire.

This book is a comprehensive guide to Angkor, perfect 

for travelers and history buffs alike. It is packed with 

information  on  the  temples,  palaces,  and  other 

structures of Angkor, as well as the history and culture 

of the Khmer Empire. With stunning photographs and 
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detailed maps, this book will help you make the most of 

your visit to Angkor.
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Chapter 1: A Journey Through Time

The Rediscovery of Angkor

In the depths of the Cambodian jungle, hidden beneath 

a  dense  canopy  of  trees  and  tangled  vines,  lies  the 

ancient city of Angkor. Once the capital of the mighty 

Khmer Empire, Angkor was abandoned centuries ago 

and  left  to  be  reclaimed by  nature.  For  centuries,  it 

remained  lost  to  the  world,  a  forgotten  relic  of  a 

forgotten civilization.

But  in  the  19th  century,  a  new  era  of  exploration 

began.  European  adventurers  and  scholars  ventured 

into the Cambodian jungle, searching for the ruins of 

Angkor.  In  1860,  the  French  explorer  Henri  Mouhot 

stumbled upon the ruins of Angkor Thom, the royal city 

of  the  Khmer  Empire.  Mouhot's  discovery  sparked  a 

renewed interest in Angkor, and soon other explorers 

and archaeologists flocked to the site.
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The rediscovery of Angkor was a major archaeological 

event. The ruins of the city revealed a sophisticated and 

advanced civilization that had flourished in Southeast 

Asia for centuries. Angkor's temples and palaces were 

adorned  with  intricate  carvings  and  sculptures, 

depicting scenes from Khmer mythology and history. 

The city's architecture was a testament to the skill and 

artistry of the Khmer people.

The  rediscovery  of  Angkor  also  shed  light  on  the 

history of the Khmer Empire. Angkor was the capital of 

the Khmer Empire from the 9th to the 15th century. 

During  this  time,  the  Khmer  Empire  was  one  of  the 

most powerful empires in Southeast Asia. The Khmer 

people  were  skilled  builders,  engineers,  and  artists. 

They constructed an extensive network of  roads and 

canals,  and  they  built  some  of  the  most  impressive 

temples and palaces in the world.

The rediscovery of Angkor has been a source of great 

pride for the Cambodian people. Angkor is a symbol of 
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Cambodia's rich history and culture. It is also a major 

tourist destination, and it generates significant revenue 

for the Cambodian economy.

The rediscovery of Angkor is a reminder of the power 

of  exploration and the importance of  preserving our 

cultural  heritage.  Angkor  is  a  testament  to  the 

ingenuity and creativity  of  the Khmer people.  It  is  a 

place of wonder and beauty, and it is a reminder of the 

rich history of Southeast Asia.
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Chapter 1: A Journey Through Time

The History of the Khmer Empire

The  Khmer  Empire  was  a  powerful  Southeast  Asian 

empire that existed from the 9th to the 15th century. At 

its  peak,  the empire ruled over much of  present-day 

Cambodia,  Laos,  Thailand,  and  Vietnam.  The  Khmer 

people  were  skilled  builders,  and  they  constructed 

many  magnificent  temples  and  other  structures, 

including the famous Angkor Wat.

The  Khmer  Empire  was  founded  by  Jayavarman  II, 

who united the various Khmer principalities under his 

rule  in  802  CE.  Jayavarman  II  declared  himself  a 

universal monarch, or chakravartin, and established a 

new  capital  at  Angkor.  The  Khmer  Empire  quickly 

expanded under Jayavarman II and his successors, and 

by the 11th century, it was one of the largest and most 

powerful empires in Southeast Asia.
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The Khmer Empire reached its  peak in the 12th and 

13th  centuries  under  the  reign  of  Jayavarman  VII. 

Jayavarman  VII  was  a  devout  Buddhist,  and  he 

constructed  many  temples  and  other  religious 

structures  throughout  the  empire.  He  also  expanded 

the empire's territory and strengthened its military.

In  the  14th  century,  the  Khmer  Empire  began  to 

decline. The empire was weakened by a series of wars 

with its neighbors, and it was also affected by the rise 

of the Thai kingdom of Ayutthaya. In 1431, Angkor was 

sacked by the Ayutthaya army, and the Khmer Empire 

collapsed.

The Khmer Empire  was  a  major  power in  Southeast 

Asia  for  over  600  years.  The  empire's  legacy  can  be 

seen in the many temples and other structures that still 

stand  today.  Angkor  Wat,  the  largest  religious 

monument  in  the  world,  is  one  of  the  most  popular 

tourist destinations in Southeast Asia.
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The Khmer People

The  Khmer  people  are  an  ethnic  group  native  to 

Southeast  Asia.  They  are  the  largest  ethnic  group in 

Cambodia,  and  they  also  live  in  Thailand,  Laos,  and 

Vietnam.  The  Khmer  people  have  a  long  and  rich 

history, and they have made significant contributions 

to the culture and civilization of Southeast Asia.

The  Khmer  people  are  known  for  their  skilled 

craftsmanship, and they have produced many beautiful 

works of art and architecture. They are also known for 

their music and dance, which are often performed at 

festivals and other special occasions.

The Khmer people are a friendly and hospitable people, 

and they are always willing to welcome visitors to their 

country. They are proud of their heritage, and they are 

always happy to share their culture with others.
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The Khmer Empire Today

The Khmer Empire no longer exists, but its legacy can 

still be seen in the many temples and other structures 

that still stand today. Angkor Wat, the largest religious 

monument  in  the  world,  is  one  of  the  most  popular 

tourist destinations in Southeast Asia.

The Khmer people are still proud of their heritage, and 

they are  working to  preserve the many temples  and 

other  structures  that  were  built  by  their  ancestors. 

They are also working to promote Khmer culture and 

traditions, and to ensure that the Khmer language and 

other aspects of Khmer culture are passed on to future 

generations.
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Chapter 1: A Journey Through Time

The Architectural Marvels of Angkor

Angkor,  a  city  of  ancient  temples  and  ruins,  is  a 

testament to the ingenuity and artistry of the Khmer 

people.  The  Khmer  Empire  ruled  over  much  of 

Southeast Asia from the 9th to the 15th centuries, and 

during that time they built some of the most impressive 

architectural structures in the world.

Angkor's temples are a fusion of Hindu and Buddhist 

architecture,  and  they  are  adorned  with  intricate 

carvings  and sculptures.  The  most  famous  temple  in 

Angkor is Angkor Wat, which is considered to be one of 

the largest religious monuments in the world. Angkor 

Wat  is  a  vast  complex  of  temples,  towers,  and 

courtyards,  and  it  is  a  masterpiece  of  Khmer 

architecture.

Other  notable  temples  in  Angkor  include  the  Bayon 

Temple,  the  Srei  Temple,  and  the  Terrace  of  the 
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Elephants. The Bayon Temple is known for its smiling 

faces, which are carved into the towers of the temple. 

The Srei Temple is a small but exquisite temple that is 

known  for  its  delicate  carvings.  The  Terrace  of  the 

Elephants is a massive terrace that was used for royal 

ceremonies.

The  temples  of  Angkor  are  not  only  architectural 

marvels,  but  they are also sacred places.  The Khmer 

people believed that the temples were the homes of the 

gods, and they were used for religious ceremonies and 

rituals.  Today,  the  temples  of  Angkor  are  still 

considered to be sacred places, and they are visited by 

pilgrims and tourists from all over the world.

The architectural marvels of Angkor are a reminder of 

the power and glory of the Khmer Empire. They are a 

testament to the ingenuity and artistry of the Khmer 

people, and they are a source of pride for Cambodia.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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