
Behind the Armored Walls

Introduction

In the annals  of  warfare,  few machines have had as 

profound  an  impact  as  the  tank.  From  its  humble 

beginnings as a lumbering, experimental vehicle to its 

dominant  role  in  modern  warfare,  the  tank  has 

revolutionized the way armies fight. This book delves 

into  the  fascinating  history  of  tanks,  from  their 

inception  during  the  First  World  War  to  their 

continued relevance in contemporary conflicts.

The  introduction  of  tanks  onto  the  battlefields  of 

France  in  1916  marked  a  watershed  moment  in 

military history. For the first time, an armored vehicle 

could  traverse  the  treacherous  terrain  of  no  man's 

land, providing infantry with much-needed protection 

and  mobility.  The  early  tanks,  though  primitive  by 

today's  standards,  proved  their  worth  in  breaking 
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through  enemy  lines  and  overcoming  obstacles  that 

had previously been insurmountable.

As  tank  technology  rapidly  advanced  during  the 

interwar years, military strategists began to recognize 

the  immense  potential  of  these  armored  behemoths. 

The  Second  World  War  witnessed  the  rise  of  tank 

warfare  on  an  unprecedented  scale,  with  both  sides 

fielding vast  armies  of  tanks.  From the lightning-fast 

blitzkrieg tactics of the German panzer divisions to the 

massive tank battles on the Eastern Front, tanks played 

a pivotal role in shaping the course of the war.

In the decades following World War II, tanks continued 

to evolve, incorporating new technologies and adapting 

to  changing  battlefield  conditions.  The  Cold  War  era 

saw  the  development  of  sophisticated  main  battle 

tanks, designed to excel in both offensive and defensive 

operations.  These  tanks,  equipped  with  powerful 

engines,  advanced armor, and devastating weaponry, 

became the backbone of modern armies.
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While  the  role  of  tanks  in  warfare  has  undoubtedly 

diminished  in  recent  years  due  to  the  advent  of 

precision-guided  munitions  and  other  technological 

advancements,  they  remain  a  vital  component  of 

military  forces  around  the  world.  Tanks  provide  a 

unique  combination  of  firepower,  protection,  and 

mobility, making them indispensable in a wide range 

of  combat  scenarios,  from  urban  warfare  to 

peacekeeping operations.

This book is an exploration of the history, technology, 

and impact of tanks. It examines the evolution of tank 

design,  the  strategies  and  tactics  employed  in  tank 

warfare, and the legacy of tanks in shaping the course 

of  human  history.  Through  the  stories  of  legendary 

tank  commanders,  epic  battles,  and  technological 

breakthroughs,  this  book  offers  a  comprehensive 

understanding of the armored leviathans that have left 

an indelible mark on the world.
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Book Description

From the thunderous battlefields of World War I to the 

sands of the Middle East, tanks have played a pivotal 

role  in  shaping  the  course  of  history.  This 

comprehensive book delves into the fascinating world 

of armored warfare, exploring the evolution of tanks, 

the strategies and tactics employed in tank battles, and 

the legacy of these mighty machines.

In  the  early  days  of  tank  warfare,  these  lumbering 

behemoths  were  seen as  a  novelty,  but  they  quickly 

proved  their  worth  on  the  battlefields  of  the  First 

World  War.  As  tank  technology  rapidly  advanced 

during the interwar years, military strategists began to 

recognize  the  immense  potential  of  these  armored 

vehicles. By the outbreak of World War II,  tanks had 

become a dominant force on the battlefield, capable of 

breaking  through  enemy  lines  and  overcoming 

obstacles that had previously been insurmountable.
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This  book  takes  readers  on  a  journey  through  the 

history of tanks, from their humble beginnings to their 

current status as a vital component of modern armies. 

It examines the evolution of tank design, from the early 

experimental models to the sophisticated main battle 

tanks of  today.  The book also explores  the strategies 

and  tactics  employed  in  tank  warfare,  from  the 

lightning-fast  blitzkrieg tactics  of  the German panzer 

divisions  to  the  massive  tank  battles  on  the  Eastern 

Front.

Through  the  stories  of  legendary  tank  commanders, 

epic battles, and technological breakthroughs, this book 

brings  to  life  the  history  of  tanks.  It  offers  a 

comprehensive  understanding  of  these  armored 

leviathans  that  have  left  an  indelible  mark  on  the 

world.  Whether  you  are  a  history  buff,  a  military 

enthusiast,  or  simply  someone  who  is  fascinated  by 

these incredible machines, this book is a must-read.

Within these pages, you will discover:
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 The  pivotal  role  of  tanks  in  World  War  I  and 

World War II

 The stories of legendary tank commanders and 

epic tank battles

 The  technological  advancements  that  have 

shaped tank design and capabilities

 The  impact  of  tanks  on  modern  warfare  and 

peacekeeping operations

 The enduring legacy of tanks in military history

This book is a tribute to the men and women who have 

served  in  tank  crews  throughout  history,  and  to  the 

indomitable machines that they have operated. It is a 

celebration of  the  history,  technology,  and impact  of 

tanks, the armored behemoths that have changed the 

face of warfare forever.
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Chapter 1: Ironclad Beginnings

The Birth of Tank Warfare

The  advent  of  tank  warfare  marked  a  watershed 

moment in the history of warfare, forever changing the 

way armies fought. The development of these armored 

behemoths was a direct response to the brutal realities 

of  trench  warfare  during  World  War  I.  As  soldiers 

languished  in  muddy  trenches,  exposed  to  relentless 

artillery  barrages  and  machine  gun  fire,  military 

strategists  desperately  sought  a  way  to  break  the 

deadly stalemate.

The concept of a heavily armored fighting vehicle that 

could traverse no man's land and provide infantry with 

protection and mobility had been floating around for 

decades, but it was not until the early days of the 20th 

century that the technology became available to make 

it a reality. In 1915, British engineer Sir William Tritton 
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and naval officer Major Walter Wilson collaborated to 

create Little Willie, the first prototype tank.

Little  Willie  was  a  cumbersome  and  impractical 

machine, but it proved the basic concept of a tank. It 

featured a large, box-shaped hull made of boiler plate, 

powered  by  a  petrol-electric  engine.  The  tank  was 

armed with two machine guns and a cannon,  and it 

could travel at a top speed of 4 miles per hour.

Despite its limitations, Little Willie paved the way for 

the development of more advanced tanks. In 1916, the 

British Army introduced the Mark I  tank,  which was 

the  first  tank  to  see  combat.  The  Mark  I  was  a 

significant improvement over Little Willie, with a more 

powerful engine and better armor. It was also armed 

with two 6-pounder guns and four machine guns.

The Mark I  tanks were deployed at  the Battle  of  the 

Somme  in  September  1916.  While  the  initial  results 

were mixed, the tanks demonstrated their potential to 

break through enemy lines and create a path for the 
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infantry. The British continued to develop and improve 

their tanks throughout the war, and by the end of the 

conflict, they had a fleet of over 2,000 tanks.

The  French  also  played  a  significant  role  in  the 

development of tank warfare during World War I. In 

1916, they introduced the Schneider CA1 tank, which 

was  the  first  tank  to  be  equipped  with  a  revolving 

turret.  The Schneider CA1 was a formidable weapon, 

and it  helped the French to achieve several  victories 

against the Germans.

The Germans were initially slow to adopt tank warfare, 

but  they  eventually  developed  their  own  tanks, 

including the A7V. The A7V was a large and powerful 

tank,  but  it  was  also  very  slow  and  unreliable.  The 

Germans never produced a large number of A7V tanks, 

and they played a relatively minor role in the war.

By the end of  World War I,  the tank had proven its 

worth  on the  battlefield.  Tanks  had played a  pivotal 

role in breaking the stalemate of trench warfare and 
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helping the Allies to achieve victory. The development 

of tank warfare was a major turning point in military 

history,  and  it  would  continue  to  have  a  profound 

impact on warfare in the years to come.
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Chapter 1: Ironclad Beginnings

Early Tank Designs and Prototypes

The  early  days  of  tank  development  were  a  time  of 

experimentation  and  innovation.  Engineers  and 

military  strategists  from  around  the  world  raced  to 

create armored vehicles that could withstand the rigors 

of the battlefield and provide a decisive advantage in 

combat.

One of the first prototypes was the British Little Willie, 

developed in 1915. This early tank was a cumbersome 

and unreliable machine, but it proved the concept of a 

tracked,  armored  vehicle  that  could  cross  difficult 

terrain and provide protection for its crew.

Another early tank design was the French Schneider 

CA1, which entered service in 1916. The Schneider CA1 

was a more refined and capable tank than the Little 

Willie,  featuring  a  fully  enclosed  crew  compartment 

and a more powerful engine.
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The British Mark I tank, which also entered service in 

1916,  was  the  first  tank  to  see  widespread  use  in 

combat.  The  Mark  I  was  a  slow  and  cumbersome 

vehicle,  but  it  provided  much-needed  protection  for 

infantry and helped to break through enemy lines.

As  tank  technology  rapidly  advanced,  new  and 

improved designs emerged. The British Mark IV tank, 

which  entered  service  in  1917,  was  a  significant 

improvement  over  the  Mark  I.  It  was  faster,  more 

maneuverable, and better armed, and it played a major 

role in the Allied victory in World War I.

The French Char 2C, which entered service in 1921, was 

one of the largest and most powerful tanks of its time. 

It weighed over 70 tons and was armed with a 75mm 

gun  and  four  machine  guns.  The  Char  2C  was  a 

formidable weapon, but it was also very expensive and 

difficult to produce.

These  early  tank designs  laid  the  foundation for  the 

development  of  modern  tanks.  As  technology 
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continued  to  advance,  tanks  became  faster,  more 

powerful, and better armored. They also became more 

specialized, with different types of tanks designed for 

different roles on the battlefield. Today, tanks remain a 

vital part of modern armies around the world.
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Chapter 1: Ironclad Beginnings

The Role of Tanks in World War I

The  introduction  of  tanks  onto  the  battlefields  of 

France  in  1916  marked  a  watershed  moment  in 

military history. For the first time, an armored vehicle 

could  traverse  the  treacherous  terrain  of  no  man's 

land, providing infantry with much-needed protection 

and  mobility.  The  early  tanks,  though  primitive  by 

today's  standards,  proved  their  worth  in  breaking 

through  enemy  lines  and  overcoming  obstacles  that 

had previously been insurmountable.

The British Army was the first to deploy tanks in large 

numbers,  and  their  initial  successes  at  the  Battle  of 

Flers-Courcelette in September 1916 demonstrated the 

potential of these new weapons. The tanks were able to 

advance  across  no  man's  land  and  into  the  German 

trenches,  causing  widespread  panic  and  disruption. 

However,  the  early  tanks  were  also  mechanically 
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unreliable  and  prone  to  breakdowns,  which  limited 

their effectiveness.

Despite these teething problems, the British continued 

to develop and improve their tanks. By the end of the 

war,  they  had  fielded  a  variety  of  tank  designs, 

including  the  Mark  I,  Mark  IV,  and  Whippet.  These 

tanks played a vital role in the Allied victory, helping to 

break through the German lines during the Hundred 

Days Offensive in 1918.

The Germans were also quick to recognize the potential 

of  tanks,  and  they  developed  their  own  fleet  of 

armored  vehicles.  The  most  famous  German tank  of 

World  War  I  was  the  A7V,  which  was  a  large  and 

powerful machine armed with a variety of  guns and 

machine guns.  However,  the A7V was also very slow 

and  unreliable,  and  it  was  never  produced  in  large 

numbers.

The  French  also  developed  and  used  tanks  during 

World  War  I,  but  their  designs  were  generally  less 
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successful than those of the British and Germans. The 

French tanks were often too slow and underpowered to 

be effective in combat.

The use of tanks in World War I had a profound impact 

on the nature of warfare. Tanks provided infantry with 

a mobile and protected means of advancing across no 

man's  land,  and  they  also  helped  to  break  through 

enemy defenses. The development of tanks led to a new 

era  of  warfare,  in  which  armored  vehicles  played  a 

central role.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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