
Red Desert: A Strategy for Withdrawal

Introduction

The  United  States  has  been  deeply  involved  in  the 

Middle  East  for  decades.  This  involvement  has  been 

costly, both in terms of blood and treasure. It has also 

been controversial, with many Americans questioning 

the wisdom of our continued presence in the region.

In recent years,  there has been a growing consensus 

that the United States needs to reassess its role in the 

Middle East.  This is  due in part  to the failure of  our 

interventionist  policies  in  Iraq and Afghanistan.  It  is 

also due to the rise of  new regional powers,  such as 

Iran and Turkey.

The United States can no longer afford to be the world's 

policeman. We need to focus on our own interests and 

priorities.  This  means  withdrawing  from  the  Middle 
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East  and  allowing  the  region  to  determine  its  own 

future.

A  strategy  of  constructive  disengagement  is  the  best 

way to achieve this goal.  Constructive disengagement 

means  withdrawing  our  troops  from  the  region  and 

reducing our military presence. It  also means ending 

our financial support for authoritarian regimes.

Constructive  disengagement  does  not  mean 

abandoning  the  Middle  East.  It  means  changing  the 

way we engage with the region. We need to focus on 

diplomacy and economic development, not on military 

intervention.

A strategy of constructive disengagement will  benefit 

both the United States and the Middle East. It will allow 

us to focus on our own interests and priorities. It will 

also give the people of the Middle East the opportunity 

to determine their own future.

2



The Middle East is a complex and challenging region. 

There are no easy answers to the problems that it faces. 

However, a strategy of constructive disengagement is 

the best way to achieve our goals in the region. It  is 

time for the United States to withdraw from the Middle 

East and allow the region to determine its own future.
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Book Description

Red Desert: A Strategy for Withdrawal is a bold and 

provocative analysis of the United States' involvement 

in the Middle East. Pasquale De Marco argues that the 

United States  needs to  reassess  its  role  in the region 

and adopt a strategy of constructive disengagement.

Constructive  disengagement  means  withdrawing  US 

troops  from  the  region  and  reducing  our  military 

presence.  It  also means ending our financial  support 

for authoritarian regimes.  Pasquale De Marco argues 

that  this  strategy is  necessary to  protect  US interests 

and to promote peace and stability in the Middle East.

Pasquale De Marco draws on history to show that US 

intervention  in  the  Middle  East  has  often  been 

counterproductive. He argues that the United States has 

made  the  region  less  stable  and  less  democratic.  He 

also argues that US intervention has cost the lives of 

thousands of American soldiers and civilians.
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Pasquale  De  Marco  believes  that  the  United  States 

needs to  change its  approach to  the Middle East.  He 

argues  that  we  need  to  focus  on  diplomacy  and 

economic  development,  not  on  military  intervention. 

He also argues that we need to allow the people of the 

Middle East to determine their own future.

Red Desert:  A  Strategy for  Withdrawal is  a  timely 

and important book.  It  offers a new way of thinking 

about  the  United  States'  role  in  the  Middle  East. 

Pasquale De Marco argues that the United States needs 

to withdraw from the region and allow the people of 

the Middle East to determine their own future. This is 

the  only  way  to  achieve  peace  and  stability  in  the 

region. 
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Chapter 1: Retreat and Regroup

The Failure of Interventionism

The United States has a long history of intervening in 

the Middle East, often with disastrous results. In recent 

years,  the US has invaded Iraq and Afghanistan, and 

has supported the overthrow of governments in Libya 

and Syria. These interventions have cost the US trillions 

of dollars and have resulted in the deaths of thousands 

of American soldiers and civilians.

The failure of US interventionism in the Middle East is 

due  to  a  number  of  factors.  First,  the  US  has  often 

intervened in the region without a clear understanding 

of  the  local  context.  This  has  led  to  unintended 

consequences, such as the rise of ISIS in Iraq and Syria.

Second,  the  US  has  often  relied  on  military  force  to 

achieve its goals in the Middle East. This approach has 

been counterproductive, as it  has created resentment 

and instability in the region.
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Third, the US has often failed to follow through on its 

commitments to the Middle East. This has led to a loss 

of trust and credibility in the region.

The failure of  US interventionism in the Middle East 

has had a number of negative consequences.  First,  it 

has led to the deaths of thousands of American soldiers 

and  civilians.  Second,  it  has  cost  the  US  trillions  of 

dollars. Third, it has created resentment and instability 

in  the  Middle  East.  Fourth,  it  has  damaged  the  US's 

reputation in the world.

It  is  time  for  the  US  to  change  its  approach  to  the 

Middle  East.  The  US  should  end  its  military 

interventions in the region and focus on diplomacy and 

economic  development.  This  approach  will  be  more 

effective in achieving US goals in the Middle East and 

will  help  to  create  a  more  stable  and  prosperous 

region.
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Chapter 1: Retreat and Regroup

The Rise of Regional Powers

The United States has been the dominant power in the 

Middle  East  for  decades.  However,  in  recent  years, 

there has been a rise of regional powers, such as Iran, 

Turkey,  and  Saudi  Arabia.  These  countries  are 

increasingly  asserting  themselves  on the  world  stage 

and  are  playing  a  more  active  role  in  shaping  the 

future of the Middle East.

There are a number of factors that have contributed to 

the  rise  of  regional  powers  in  the  Middle  East.  One 

factor  is  the  decline  of  US  power  in  the  region.  The 

United States has been bogged down in wars in Iraq 

and Afghanistan for over a decade.  These wars have 

drained US resources and have damaged US credibility 

in the region.

Another  factor  that  has  contributed  to  the  rise  of 

regional powers is the increasing demand for energy. 
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The Middle East is home to some of the world's largest 

oil reserves. As the global demand for energy increases, 

so  too  does  the  power  of  the  countries  that  control 

these reserves.

The rise of regional powers in the Middle East has a 

number of implications for the United States. First,  it 

means that the United States can no longer dictate the 

terms of the region's future. The United States will need 

to work with regional powers to achieve its goals in the 

Middle East.

Second,  the  rise  of  regional  powers  means  that  the 

United States will need to be more selective in its use of 

military force. The United States can no longer afford to 

intervene in every conflict in the Middle East.

Third,  the  rise  of  regional  powers  means  that  the 

United  States  will  need  to  focus  on  building 

relationships with the people of the Middle East.  The 

United States will need to listen to the concerns of the 
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people  of  the  region  and  work  with  them  to  find 

solutions to the challenges that they face.

The  rise  of  regional  powers  in  the  Middle  East  is  a 

major challenge for  the United States.  However,  it  is 

also an opportunity for the United States to build new 

relationships and to work with the people of the region 

to create a more stable and prosperous future.
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Chapter 1: Retreat and Regroup

The Changing Landscape of the Middle East

The Middle East is a region that has been in a state of 

constant change for centuries. In recent years, the pace 

of change has accelerated, due to a number of factors, 

including  the  Arab  Spring,  the  rise  of  ISIS,  and  the 

Iranian nuclear deal.

The Arab Spring was a series of uprisings that began in 

Tunisia in 2010 and spread to other countries in the 

Middle  East  and  North  Africa.  The  uprisings  were 

largely  driven by young people  who were frustrated 

with  the  lack  of  economic  opportunity  and  political 

freedom in their countries.

The rise of ISIS was another major development in the 

Middle East  in recent  years.  ISIS  is  a  terrorist  group 

that  emerged in Iraq and Syria  in 2014.  ISIS  quickly 

seized  control  of  large  swaths  of  territory  in  both 

countries  and  declared  a  caliphate.  ISIS  has  been 
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responsible  for  numerous  atrocities,  including  the 

killing of civilians, the destruction of cultural heritage 

sites, and the enslavement of women and children.

The  Iranian  nuclear  deal  was  another  major 

development in the Middle East  in recent  years.  The 

deal  was signed in 2015 between Iran and six world 

powers,  including  the  United  States.  The  deal  limits 

Iran's  nuclear program in exchange for the lifting of 

sanctions. The deal has been controversial, with some 

critics arguing that it does not go far enough to prevent 

Iran from developing nuclear weapons.

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  factors  that  have 

contributed to  the  changing landscape of  the  Middle 

East.  The  region  is  likely  to  continue  to  experience 

significant change in the years to come.

The  United  States  has  been  deeply  involved  in  the 

Middle  East  for  decades.  However,  in  recent  years, 

there  has  been a  growing consensus  that  the  United 

States  needs  to  reassess  its  role  in  the  region.  The 
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United States  can no longer  afford to  be  the  world's 

policeman. It needs to focus on its own interests and 

priorities.

A  strategy  of  constructive  disengagement  is  the  best 

way to achieve this goal.  Constructive disengagement 

means  withdrawing  US  troops  from  the  region  and 

reducing its military presence. It also means ending US 

financial support for authoritarian regimes.

Constructive  disengagement  does  not  mean 

abandoning  the  Middle  East.  It  means  changing  the 

way  the  United  States  engages  with  the  region.  The 

United  States  needs  to  focus  on  diplomacy  and 

economic development, not on military intervention.

A strategy of constructive disengagement will  benefit 

both the United States and the Middle East. It will allow 

the  United  States  to  focus  on  its  own  interests  and 

priorities. It will also give the people of the Middle East 

the opportunity to determine their own future.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

14



Table of Contents

Chapter  1:  Retreat  and  Regroup *  The  Failure  of 

Interventionism * The Rise of Regional Powers * The 

Changing Landscape of the Middle East * The Need for 

a  New  Strategy  *  The  Benefits  of  Constructive 

Disengagement

Chapter 2: The Middle East in Transition * The Arab 

Spring  and  Its  Aftermath  *  The  Rise  of  ISIS  *  The 

Iranian Nuclear Deal * The Syrian Civil War * The Role 

of Russia and China

Chapter 3: The United States and the Middle East * 

The History of US Involvement in the Region * The War 

on  Terror  *  The  Obama  Doctrine  *  The  Trump 

Administration's Approach * The Future of US Policy

Chapter  4:  A  Strategy  for  Withdrawal *  The 

Principles  of  Constructive  Disengagement  *  The 

Challenges of Withdrawal * The Benefits of Withdrawal 

15



* The Role of Regional Powers * The Role of the United 

States

Chapter 5: The Middle East After Withdrawal * The 

Future  of  the  Region  *  The  Role  of  Islam  *  The 

Challenges of Economic Development * The Prospects 

for Peace * The Implications for the United States

Chapter 6: The Global Impact of Withdrawal * The 

Impact  on  the  Global  Economy *  The  Impact  on  the 

Global Security Landscape * The Impact on the Global 

Refugee  Crisis  *  The  Impact  on  the  Global  Energy 

Market * The Impact on the Global Climate

Chapter 7: The Legacy of US Involvement * The Costs 

of Interventionism * The Benefits of Interventionism * 

The Lessons Learned * The Future of US Foreign Policy 

* The Future of the Middle East

Chapter 8: The Path Forward * The Need for a New 

Consensus * The Role of Diplomacy * The Importance 

16



of  Economic  Development  *  The  Role  of  the  United 

Nations * The Future of the Middle East

Chapter 9: The Challenge of Change * The Resistance 

to Change * The Need for Adaptation * The Importance 

of Flexibility * The Role of Leadership * The Future of 

the United States in the Middle East

Chapter 10: A Vision for the Future * A Middle East 

Free from Conflict * A Middle East at Peace * A Middle 

East Prosperous and Stable * A Middle East that is  a 

Partner to the United States * A Middle East that is a 

Force for Good in the World 

17



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.

18


	Red Desert: A Strategy for Withdrawal
	Introduction
	Book Description
	Chapter 1: Retreat and Regroup
	The Failure of Interventionism

	Chapter 1: Retreat and Regroup
	The Rise of Regional Powers

	Chapter 1: Retreat and Regroup
	The Changing Landscape of the Middle East

	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.
	Table of Contents
	This extract presents the opening three sections of the first chapter.
	Discover the complete 10 chapters and 50 sections by purchasing the book, now available in various formats.

