
Genesis Of A New Legacy

Introduction

The American Furioso horse is a sight to behold, with 

its  muscular  physique,  flowing  mane,  and  piercing 

gaze. Its origins can be traced back to the passion and 

dedication of two Hungarian Countesses, Margit Sigray-

Bessenyey and Judith Gurkey, who dedicated their lives 

to preserving the breed in the United States. This book 

delves  into  the  genesis  of  the  American  Furioso, 

shedding light on the women who made it possible and 

the challenges they faced along the way.

The journey of the Furioso to America was not without 

its  obstacles.  The  Countesses  faced  skepticism  and 

resistance  from  those  who  doubted  the  breed's 

potential.  However,  their  unwavering  determination 

and  belief  in  the  Furioso's  exceptional  qualities 

propelled  them  forward.  They  established  breeding 
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programs,  imported  horses  from  Hungary,  and 

tirelessly promoted the breed's virtues.

Through their  efforts,  the  Furioso gained recognition 

and  admiration  in  the  American  equestrian 

community.  Its  athleticism,  trainability,  and  gentle 

nature made it a favorite among riders of all levels. The 

breed's success in equestrian sports, from dressage to 

jumping, further solidified its reputation as a versatile 

and talented performer.

Beyond its athletic prowess, the Furioso also played a 

significant  role  in  shaping  American  equestrian 

culture.  Its  presence  in  films,  television  shows,  and 

other forms of media helped to popularize the breed 

and  inspire  a  new  generation  of  horse  enthusiasts. 

Today,  the  Furioso  continues  to  captivate  audiences 

with its beauty, grace, and enduring legacy.

This  book  is  not  merely  a  historical  account  of  the 

American  Furioso;  it  is  a  testament  to  the  power  of 

passion,  perseverance,  and  the  extraordinary  bond 
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between  humans  and  horses.  The  stories  of  Margit 

Sigray-Bessenyey  and  Judith  Gurkey  serve  as  an 

inspiration to all who dare to dream big and to pursue 

their passions with unwavering determination.

The American Furioso stands as a living legacy of their 

vision and dedication, a breed that continues to enrich 

the equestrian world with its exceptional qualities and 

timeless beauty.
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Book Description

In  the  annals  of  equestrian  history,  the  American 

Furioso  horse  stands  as  a  testament  to  the 

transformative  power  of  passion,  perseverance,  and 

the enduring bond between humans and horses. This 

captivating  book  delves  into  the  genesis  of  this 

remarkable breed, tracing its origins to the unwavering 

dedication of two Hungarian Countesses, Margit Sigray-

Bessenyey and Judith Gurkey.

Against all odds, these women embarked on a mission 

to  preserve  the  Furioso  breed  in  the  United  States, 

facing skepticism, resistance, and countless challenges 

along the way. Their unwavering belief in the breed's 

exceptional  qualities  fueled  their  determination, 

leading them to  establish breeding programs,  import 

horses  from  Hungary,  and  tirelessly  promote  the 

Furioso's virtues.
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Through  their  tireless  efforts,  the  Furioso  gained 

recognition and admiration in the American equestrian 

community,  captivating  riders  with  its  athleticism, 

trainability, and gentle nature. Its success in equestrian 

sports, from dressage to jumping, further solidified its 

reputation as a versatile and talented performer.

Beyond its athletic prowess, the Furioso also played a 

significant  role  in  shaping  American  equestrian 

culture.  Its  presence  in  films,  television  shows,  and 

other forms of media helped to popularize the breed 

and  inspire  a  new  generation  of  horse  enthusiasts. 

Today,  the  Furioso  continues  to  captivate  audiences 

with its beauty, grace, and enduring legacy.

This  book  is  not  merely  a  historical  account;  it  is  a 

celebration of the extraordinary women who made the 

American Furioso a reality.  Their stories serve as an 

inspiration to all who dare to dream big and to pursue 

their passions with unwavering determination.
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Join us on a journey into the world of the American 

Furioso, where passion, perseverance, and the love of 

horses intertwined to create a legacy that continues to 

enrich the equestrian world to this day.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of a Legacy

The Passion of the Horsewomen

Margit  Sigray-Bessenyey  and  Judith  Gurkey  were 

united by a shared passion: horses. It was not just any 

breed  that  captured  their  hearts  but  the  Hungarian 

Furioso,  a  horse  renowned  for  its  athleticism, 

intelligence,  and unwavering spirit.  Their passion for 

these  magnificent  creatures  would  lead  them  on  an 

extraordinary journey, one that would forever change 

the equestrian landscape of the United States.

For Margit, her love for horses began at a tender age. 

Growing  up  on  a  vast  estate  in  Hungary,  she  spent 

countless hours riding and exploring the countryside. It 

was during these idyllic moments that she developed a 

deep  connection  with  horses,  recognizing  their 

strength, grace, and unwavering loyalty.

Judith's passion for horses emerged later in life. After 

experiencing  the  transformative  power  of  horseback 
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riding  during  her  rehabilitation  from  an  injury,  she 

became captivated by the equine world. She immersed 

herself  in  learning  about  different  breeds  and 

disciplines,  and  it  was  during  this  time  that  she 

discovered the Hungarian Furioso.

As their paths crossed, Margit and Judith realized they 

shared a common dream: to preserve and promote the 

Hungarian Furioso in the United States. They believed 

that  this  exceptional  breed  had  much  to  offer  the 

American equestrian community and beyond.  Driven 

by their passion and determination, they embarked on 

a  mission  that  would  span  decades  and  leave  an 

indelible mark on the equestrian world.

Their journey was not without challenges. As women in 

a  male-dominated  field,  they  faced  skepticism  and 

resistance  from  those  who  questioned  their  abilities 

and doubted the Furioso's potential.  However, Margit 

and Judith refused to be deterred. They relied on their 
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knowledge, their unwavering belief in the breed, and 

the unwavering support of their husbands.

Margit and Judith's passion for the Hungarian Furioso 

extended  beyond  the  breeding  and  training  of  the 

horses  themselves.  They  were  also  dedicated  to 

educating others about the breed's unique qualities and 

promoting  its  use  in  various  equestrian  disciplines. 

They  organized  clinics,  gave  lectures,  and  wrote 

articles,  sharing their  expertise  and enthusiasm with 

anyone who would listen.

Thanks to their tireless efforts, the Hungarian Furioso 

gained  recognition  and  admiration  within  the 

American  equestrian  community.  Its  athleticism, 

trainability,  and  gentle  nature  made  it  a  favorite 

among riders of all  levels,  from casual enthusiasts to 

competitive athletes. The breed's success in equestrian 

sports, from dressage to jumping, further solidified its 

reputation as a versatile and talented performer.
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The  passion  of  Margit  Sigray-Bessenyey  and  Judith 

Gurkey not only introduced the Hungarian Furioso to 

the United States but also left a lasting legacy on the 

equestrian world.  Their  unwavering dedication,  their 

belief in the power of horses, and their determination 

to make a difference continue to inspire horse lovers 

and enthusiasts to this day.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of a Legacy

The Furioso Breed: A History

The  Furioso  breed  of  horses  has  a  long  and  storied 

history, dating back to the 18th century. The breed was 

developed in Hungary by Count Joseph Festetics, who 

crossed Thoroughbreds with Arabian horses to create a 

horse that was both fast and agile. The Furioso quickly 

became popular among Hungarian cavalrymen, and it 

was also used for racing and other equestrian sports.

In the early 20th century, two Hungarian countesses, 

Margit  Sigray-Bessenyey  and  Judith  Gurkey,  brought 

the Furioso to the United States. The countesses were 

passionate about the breed, and they worked tirelessly 

to promote it  in their  new country.  They established 

breeding  programs  and  imported  horses  from 

Hungary,  and  they  also  helped  to  organize  the 

American Furioso Society.
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Thanks to the efforts of Sigray-Bessenyey and Gurkey, 

the  Furioso  breed  quickly  gained  popularity  in  the 

United  States.  The  breed  was  used  for  a  variety  of 

purposes, including racing, jumping, and dressage. The 

Furioso also became a popular choice for trail riding 

and other recreational activities.

Today, the Furioso breed is still  highly valued for its 

athleticism, trainability, and gentle nature. The breed is 

used for a variety of equestrian sports, and it is also a 

popular choice for trail riding and other recreational 

activities.  The Furioso breed is  a  living legacy of  the 

passion and dedication of Margit Sigray-Bessenyey and 

Judith Gurkey, and it continues to be a source of pride 

for Hungarian horse breeders and enthusiasts around 

the world.

The Furioso breed is known for its distinctive physical 

characteristics. The horses are typically bay or brown 

in color, with a white blaze on their foreheads. They 

have  a  muscular  build,  with  a  strong  back  and 
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powerful hindquarters. The Furioso has a long, flowing 

mane and tail, and its eyes are typically dark brown or 

black.

The  Furioso  breed  is  also  known  for  its  exceptional 

athleticism.  The  horses  are  fast  and  agile,  with  a 

natural jumping ability. They are also very trainable, 

making them a good choice for riders of all levels of 

experience. The Furioso is a versatile breed that can be 

used  for  a  variety  of  equestrian  sports,  including 

racing, jumping, and dressage.

In addition to its athleticism, the Furioso breed is also 

known for its  gentle nature.  The horses are typically 

very friendly and easy to handle, making them a good 

choice for families with children. The Furioso is also a 

very  intelligent  breed,  and  it  is  quick  to  learn  new 

things.

The Furioso breed is a valuable asset to the equestrian 

community.  The  horses  are  athletic,  trainable,  and 

gentle,  making  them  a  good  choice  for  riders  of  all 
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levels  of  experience.  The  Furioso  is  also  a  versatile 

breed  that  can  be  used  for  a  variety  of  equestrian 

sports.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of a Legacy

The Journey to America

The  journey  of  Margit  Sigray-Bessenyey  and  Judith 

Gurkey to America was one filled with both challenges 

and  triumphs.  Leaving  behind  their  homeland  and 

venturing  into  the  unknown,  these  two  determined 

women embarked on a mission to preserve the Furioso 

breed in a new land.

Upon  arriving  in  the  United  States,  the  Countesses 

faced  skepticism  and  resistance  from  those  who 

doubted  the  Furioso's  potential.  The  breed  was 

unfamiliar  to  American  horse  enthusiasts,  and  its 

unique  characteristics,  such  as  its  size  and 

temperament, were met with apprehension. However, 

the Countesses remained steadfast in their belief in the 

breed's exceptional qualities.

Undeterred by the obstacles they encountered, Margit 

and  Judith  established  breeding  programs  and 
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imported  horses  from  Hungary.  They  tirelessly 

promoted  the  Furioso's  athleticism,  trainability,  and 

gentle  nature,  gradually  gaining  recognition  and 

admiration  within  the  American  equestrian 

community.

The Countesses' unwavering dedication and passion for 

the  Furioso  inspired  others  to  join  their  cause. 

Breeders, riders, and horse enthusiasts alike embraced 

the  breed,  recognizing  its  potential  to  enrich  the 

equestrian  landscape  of  America.  Through  their 

collective efforts, the Furioso gained a foothold in the 

United  States,  becoming  a  beloved  and  respected 

member of the American equestrian family.

The  journey  of  Margit  Sigray-Bessenyey  and  Judith 

Gurkey to America was not only a personal endeavor; 

it  was  a  testament  to  the  power  of  passion, 

determination,  and  the  unwavering  belief  in  the 

potential of the Furioso breed. Their legacy continues 
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today,  as  the  American  Furioso  stands  as  a  living 

symbol of their vision and hard work.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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