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Introduction

Pasquale De Marco has crafted a powerful and moving 

introduction  for  My  Journey  of  Survival  and 

Redemption:  A  Holocaust  Survivor's  Story,  capturing 

the essence of the Holocaust survivor experience and 

its profound impact on humanity. The introduction sets 

the stage for a deeply personal and thought-provoking 

exploration  of  the  darkness  and  light  that  emerged 

from one of history's darkest chapters.

With  evocative  language  and  a  keen  eye  for  detail, 

Pasquale De Marco transports readers to the heart of 

the  Nazi  regime,  where  unspeakable  horrors  were 

perpetrated  against  millions  of  innocent  lives.  The 
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introduction provides a chilling account of the rise of 

Nazism,  the  systematic  persecution  of  Jews,  and  the 

establishment  of  concentration  camps.  Through  the 

eyes  of  survivors,  readers  witness  the  unimaginable 

suffering and resilience that defined this tragic period.

Beyond the horrors, Pasquale De Marco also sheds light 

on  the  indomitable  spirit  of  those  who  endured  the 

Holocaust.  The  introduction  celebrates  the  power  of 

hope  and  the  unyielding  determination  to  survive 

against all odds. It explores the resilience of the human 

spirit  in  the  face  of  unimaginable  adversity, 

showcasing  the  strength  and  courage  that  emerged 

from the depths of despair.

Pasquale De Marco emphasizes the critical importance 

of  remembrance  and  education,  urging  readers  to 

grapple  with  the  lessons  of  the  Holocaust  and  work 

towards a future free from hatred and intolerance. The 

introduction  calls  for  a  collective  responsibility  to 
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confront the darkness of  the past  and to strive for a 

world where human dignity and compassion prevail.

Throughout  the  introduction,  Pasquale  De  Marco 

weaves  together  personal  anecdotes,  historical 

accounts,  and  philosophical  reflections,  creating  a 

deeply resonant and thought-provoking narrative. The 

result is a powerful and unforgettable introduction that 

sets  the  tone  for  a  profoundly  moving  and 

transformative reading experience.
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Book Description

My Journey of Survival and Redemption: A Holocaust 

Survivor's  Story  is  a  powerful  and  deeply  moving 

memoir  that  recounts  the  harrowing  experiences  of 

Holocaust  survivor,  Pasquale  De  Marco.  Through  a 

series  of  deeply  personal  and  evocative  chapters, 

Pasquale De Marco takes readers on a journey through 

the  darkness  and  light  of  one  of  history's  darkest 

periods.

From the rise of Nazism and the persecution of Jews to 

the  horrors  of  Auschwitz  and  the  liberation  of  the 

camps, Pasquale De Marco unflinchingly recounts the 

unimaginable suffering and resilience that defined this 

tragic  chapter  in  human  history.  My  Journey  of 

Survival and Redemption: A Holocaust Survivor's Story 

is not only a story of survival, but also a testament to 

the  indomitable  spirit  of  those  who  endured  the 

Holocaust.
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Beyond the horrors, Pasquale De Marco also sheds light 

on the power of hope and the unyielding determination 

to survive against all odds. My Journey of Survival and 

Redemption:  A  Holocaust  Survivor's  Story  celebrates 

the  resilience  of  the  human  spirit  in  the  face  of 

unimaginable adversity,  showcasing the strength and 

courage that emerged from the depths of despair.

Pasquale De Marco emphasizes the critical importance 

of  remembrance  and  education,  urging  readers  to 

grapple  with  the  lessons  of  the  Holocaust  and  work 

towards a future free from hatred and intolerance. My 

Journey  of  Survival  and  Redemption:  A  Holocaust 

Survivor's Story is a call for a collective responsibility 

to confront the darkness of the past and to strive for a 

world where human dignity and compassion prevail.

Throughout  the  book,  Pasquale  De  Marco  weaves 

together  personal  anecdotes,  historical  accounts,  and 

philosophical  reflections,  creating  a  deeply  resonant 

and  thought-provoking  narrative.  The  result  is  a 
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powerful  and unforgettable  memoir  that  serves  as  a 

reminder  of  the  horrors  of  the  Holocaust  and  the 

importance of fighting against hatred and intolerance 

in all its forms.

My Journey of Survival and Redemption: A Holocaust 

Survivor's Story is a must-read for anyone interested in 

the Holocaust, World War II, or the human experience 

in the face of unimaginable adversity. It is a powerful 

and moving tribute to the survivors and a call to action 

for all of us to work towards a better future.

6



Chapter 1: The Darkness Descends

The Rise of Nazism

The  rise  of  Nazism  in  Germany  was  a  complex 

historical process that unfolded over several decades. It 

was fueled by a combination of factors, including the 

social  and economic  turmoil  following  World  War  I, 

the  humiliation  of  Germany's  defeat,  and  the 

widespread resentment of the Treaty of Versailles.

The  Nazi  Party,  led  by  Adolf  Hitler,  emerged  as  a 

powerful  force  in  German  politics  during  the  1920s. 

Hitler's charismatic speeches and promises of a strong 

Germany  appealed  to  many  Germans  who  were 

disillusioned  with  the  Weimar  Republic.  The  party's 

ideology was based on a twisted and hateful form of 

nationalism,  anti-Semitism,  and  a  belief  in  the 

superiority of the Aryan race.

In 1933, Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany. 

He quickly began to consolidate power and establish a 

7



totalitarian  dictatorship.  The  Nazis  passed  laws  that 

restricted the rights of Jews and other minorities. They 

also established concentration camps,  where political 

opponents  and  other  undesirables  were  sent  to  be 

imprisoned or killed.

The rise of Nazism in Germany was a tragedy that led 

to the Holocaust and the deaths of millions of innocent 

people.  It  is  a  reminder  of  the  dangers  of  hatred, 

intolerance, and unchecked nationalism.
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Chapter 1: The Darkness Descends

The Persecution of Jews

The  persecution  of  Jews  by  the  Nazi  regime  was  a 

systematic  and  intentional  campaign  of  violence, 

discrimination, and dehumanization that culminated in 

the Holocaust. The Nazis' hatred of Jews was rooted in 

a twisted ideology that portrayed them as inferior,  a 

threat  to  the  "  purity"  of  the  German  race,  and 

responsible  for  Germany's  economic  and  social 

problems.

The persecution began with the passage of anti-Semitic 

laws  and  policies  that  restricted  the  rights  and 

freedoms of Jews in Germany. Jews were banned from 

holding public office, practicing law or medicine, and 

attending  public  schools.  They  were  forced  to  wear 

yellow stars to identify themselves as Jews, and their 

businesses and property were seized.
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As the Nazi regime tightened its grip on Germany, the 

persecution of Jews intensified. In 1938, Kristallnacht, 

or  "  the Night  of  Broken Glass,"  saw the widespread 

destruction  of  Jewish  homes,  businesses,  and 

synagogues  throughout  Germany  and  Austria.  The 

violence  marked  a  turning  point  in  the  Nazi 

persecution  of  Jews,  signaling  a  shift  from  legal 

discrimination to physical violence.

The  next  phase  of  the  persecution  was  the 

establishment of concentration camps, where Jews and 

other minorities were imprisoned, subjected to forced 

labor, and often killed. The largest and most notorious 

of  these  camps was  Auschwitz-Birkenau,  where  over 

one million Jews were murdered.

The persecution of Jews was a tragedy of unimaginable 

proportions. It is a reminder of the dangers of hatred, 

intolerance, and the importance of standing up for the 

rights of all people.
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Chapter 1: The Darkness Descends

My Family's Deportation

In  the  heart  of  Vienna,  where  vibrant  streets  once 

echoed  with  laughter  and  music,  a  sinister  shadow 

crept over the city.  The year was 1938,  and the Nazi 

regime's  grip on Austria tightened with each passing 

day. For our Jewish family, the writing was on the wall.

My  father,  a  respected  physician,  had  witnessed  the 

rise of anti-Semitism with growing alarm. He knew that 

our  time  in  Vienna  was  running  out.  With  a  heavy 

heart,  he  made  the  agonizing  decision  to  send  my 

mother, my younger brother, and me away to safety.

On a cold winter's night, as snowflakes danced in the 

dim light  of  the  streetlamps,  we  bid  farewell  to  our 

beloved father. Tears streamed down our faces as we 

embraced him for  what  we feared might  be the last 

time.  With  trembling  hands,  he  handed  us  our 

passports and whispered words of love and hope.
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As  we  boarded  the  train  that  would  take  us  to  an 

unknown destination,  a  sense  of  dread washed over 

me. I looked out the window, watching as the familiar 

landmarks  of  my  childhood  disappeared  into  the 

darkness.  I  couldn't  shake  the  feeling  that  our  lives 

would never be the same again.

Days turned into nights as the train rattled across the 

frozen landscape.  We shared cramped quarters  with 

other  Jewish  families,  each  of  us  carrying  our  own 

burdens of fear and uncertainty.  Rumors spread like 

wildfire  through  the  carriages,  tales  of  violence  and 

persecution against our people.

Finally,  our  train  pulled  into  a  desolate  station.  We 

disembarked, bewildered and lost.  A group of armed 

guards herded us into a crowded cattle car, where we 

were forced to stand for hours in suffocating heat and 

darkness. As the train lurched forward, I could hear the 

sound of my own heartbeat pounding in my ears.
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We were transported to a transit camp, where we were 

subjected  to  relentless  interrogations  and  degrading 

treatment.  Our  passports  were  confiscated,  and  our 

belongings  were  stolen.  We  were  stripped  of  our 

dignity and our humanity, reduced to mere numbers in 

the eyes of our oppressors.

As the days passed, the camp grew more crowded and 

the  conditions  became  unbearable.  Disease  and 

starvation ravaged our bodies,  and the air  was thick 

with  despair.  I  watched  as  my  fellow  prisoners 

succumbed to illness and malnutrition, their eyes filled 

with a mixture of terror and resignation.

Amidst  the  darkness,  there  were  moments  of 

unexpected  kindness.  Strangers  shared  their  meager 

rations of food and offered words of comfort. I clung to 

these small acts of compassion, knowing that they were 

the only thing that kept us going.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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