
A Meritorious Inquiry: A Contemporary 

Approach to Politics

Introduction

In  a  world  of  rapid  change  and  complexity, 

understanding  politics  is  more  important  than  ever. 

From the local to the global level, politics shapes our 

lives and the choices we make.

This  book  provides  a  comprehensive  and  accessible 

introduction  to  the  study  of  politics.  It  covers  the 

fundamental  concepts  of  politics,  the  major  political 

systems  in  the  world,  and  the  key  challenges  facing 

politics today.

Whether  you  are  a  student  of  politics,  a  concerned 

citizen, or simply someone who wants to understand 

the world around you, this book will provide you with 

the knowledge and insights you need.
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In this book, we will explore the nature of power, the 

role  of  government,  and  the  importance  of  political 

theory.  We  will  examine  the  evolution  of  political 

thought and the challenges of modern politics. We will 

also take a close look at the American political system, 

as  well  as  the  politics  of  other  countries  around the 

world.

We will explore the relationship between politics and 

economics,  the  role  of  public  policy,  and  the 

importance of political ethics. We will also discuss the 

future of politics and the challenges that we face in the 

21st century.

This  book  is  designed  to  be  a  valuable  resource  for 

anyone who wants to learn more about politics.  It  is 

written in a clear and concise style,  and it  is  packed 

with  information  and  insights.  Whether  you  are  a 

beginner or an experienced student of politics, you will 

find something of value in this book.
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Book Description

A Meritorious Inquiry:  A Contemporary Approach 

to  Politics provides  a  comprehensive  and  accessible 

introduction  to  the  study  of  politics.  It  covers  the 

fundamental  concepts  of  politics,  the  major  political 

systems  in  the  world,  and  the  key  challenges  facing 

politics today.

Written in a clear and concise style, this book is packed 

with  information  and  insights.  It  is  an  essential 

resource for anyone who wants to learn more about 

politics, from students to concerned citizens.

In this book, you will learn about:

 The nature of power and the role of government

 The  evolution  of  political  thought  and  the 

challenges of modern politics

 The American political system and the politics of 

other countries around the world
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 The relationship between politics and economics, 

the role of public policy, and the importance of 

political ethics

 The future of politics and the challenges that we 

face in the 21st century

This book is more than just a textbook. It is a guide to 

understanding the world around you. It will help you 

to  make  informed  decisions  about  the  issues  that 

matter to you and to participate in the political process.

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced student 

of  politics,  you  will  find  something  of  value  in  this 

book. It is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to 

learn more about the world of politics.
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Chapter 1: The Foundation of Politics

The Nature of Power

Power  is  a  fundamental  concept  in  politics.  It  is  the 

ability to get others to do what you want them to do, 

even if they do not want to do it. Power can be used for 

good or for evil, and it is important to understand its 

nature in order to use it wisely.

There  are  many  different  sources  of  power.  Some 

people  have  power  because  they  have  money,  while 

others  have  power  because  they  have  charisma  or 

intelligence.  Some  people  have  power  because  they 

hold a position of authority, while others have power 

because they have a large following.

No matter what its source, power is always a form of 

control.  Those  who  have  power  can  control  the 

behavior of others, and they can use it to achieve their 

own goals. Power can be used to protect the weak, to 

promote  justice,  and  to  improve  the  lives  of  others. 
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However, it can also be used to oppress the weak, to 

promote injustice, and to destroy lives.

It is important to remember that power is not a zero-

sum  game.  One  person's  gain  in  power  does  not 

necessarily  mean  another  person's  loss.  In  fact,  it  is 

often possible to increase the power of everyone in a 

society by working together.

The best way to use power is to use it for the benefit of 

others. When power is used for good, it can make the 

world a better place. However, when power is used for 

evil, it can have devastating consequences.

It  is important to understand the nature of power in 

order to use it wisely. By understanding the sources of 

power and the ways in which it can be used, we can 

make sure that power is used for good and not for evil.
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Chapter 1: The Foundation of Politics

The Role of Government

The role of government is a complex and ever-changing 

one.  In  general,  governments  are  responsible  for 

providing for the needs of their citizens, both at home 

and abroad. This includes providing for the security of 

the nation, maintaining law and order,  providing for 

the welfare of the people, and regulating the economy.

The specific role of government will vary depending on 

the  country  in  question.  In  some  countries,  the 

government plays a very active role in the economy, 

while in others, the government takes a more hands-off 

approach.  Similarly,  the  role  of  government  in 

providing  for  the  welfare  of  the  people  will  vary 

depending  on  the  country's  level  of  economic 

development.

Despite  these  differences,  there  are  some  general 

principles that apply to the role of government in all 
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countries.  First,  governments  are  responsible  for 

providing for the security of the nation. This includes 

defending  the  country  from  attack,  maintaining  law 

and order, and protecting the rights of citizens.

Second, governments are responsible for providing for 

the welfare of the people. This includes providing for 

the basic needs of the people, such as food, water, and 

shelter, as well as providing for education, healthcare, 

and other social services.

Third, governments are responsible for regulating the 

economy.  This  includes  setting  interest  rates, 

regulating trade, and providing for the stability of the 

financial system.

The role of government is a challenging one, and there 

is no easy way to balance the competing demands of 

different groups. However, governments that are able 

to strike a balance between these competing demands 

are more likely to be successful in meeting the needs of 

their citizens.
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Chapter 1: The Foundation of Politics

The Importance of Political Theory

Political theory is the study of the nature of politics, the 

state, and government. It is a branch of philosophy that 

seeks  to  understand  the  fundamental  principles  and 

concepts that underlie political life.

Political theory is important for a number of reasons. 

First, it helps us to understand the world around us. By 

studying  political  theory,  we  can  learn  about  the 

different ways that societies have been organized and 

governed throughout history. We can also learn about 

the  different  challenges  that  societies  face,  and  the 

different ways that they have been addressed.

Second,  political  theory  helps  us  to  make  better 

decisions  about  how  to  participate  in  politics.  By 

understanding  the  different  political  ideologies  and 

theories,  we can make more informed choices  about 
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which  candidates  to  support  and  which  policies  to 

advocate for.

Third,  political  theory  helps  us  to  develop  a  more 

critical  understanding  of  the  world  around  us.  By 

studying political theory, we can learn to question the 

assumptions  that  we  have  about  politics  and 

government. We can also learn to identify the different 

ways that power is used and abused.

Finally, political theory can help us to envision a better 

future. By studying political theory, we can learn about 

the different ways that societies could be organized and 

governed. We can also learn about the different ways 

that we can work to create a more just and equitable 

world.

In  short,  political  theory  is  a  valuable  tool  for 

understanding  the  world  around  us,  making  better 

decisions  about  how  to  participate  in  politics, 

developing a more critical understanding of the world 

around us, and envisioning a better future.

10



This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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