
Living Architecture

Introduction

Pasquale  De  Marco  has  spent  years  studying  and 

practicing  the  art  of  architecture.  In  this  book,  he 

shares  his  insights  and  knowledge  with  readers, 

providing  a  comprehensive  guide  to  the  world  of 

architecture. Whether you are a professional architect, 

a  student,  or  simply  someone  who  is  interested  in 

learning more about this fascinating field, this book has 

something to offer you.

Architecture is more than just the design of buildings. 

It is the art of creating spaces that are both functional 

and  beautiful.  It  is  the  art  of  shaping  the  built 

environment in a way that enhances our lives.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco covers a wide range of 

topics, from the basic principles of design to the latest 
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trends in sustainable building.  He also provides case 

studies  of  some  of  the  most  iconic  buildings  in  the 

world, offering readers a glimpse into the minds of the 

architects who created them.

Whether you are looking to build your dream home, 

renovate  your  existing  home,  or  simply  learn  more 

about architecture, this book is an essential resource. 

With  its  clear  and  concise  explanations,  beautiful 

illustrations, and inspiring case studies, this book will 

help  you  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  art  of 

architecture.

Architecture is a complex and multifaceted field, but it 

is  also  a  fascinating  one.  This  book  provides  a 

comprehensive  overview  of  the  subject,  making  it 

accessible to readers of all levels.  Whether you are a 

professional  architect,  a  student,  or  simply  someone 

who  is  interested  in  learning  more  about  this 

fascinating field, this book has something to offer you.
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With  its  clear  and  concise  explanations,  beautiful 

illustrations, and inspiring case studies, this book will 

help  you  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  art  of 

architecture.
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Book Description

Living Architecture is the definitive guide to the world 

of  architecture.  Written  by  Pasquale  De  Marco,  a 

leading expert in the field, this book covers everything 

from the basic principles of design to the latest trends 

in sustainable building.

Whether you are a professional architect, a student, or 

simply  someone  who  is  interested  in  learning  more 

about this fascinating field, this book has something to 

offer  you.  With  its  clear  and  concise  explanations, 

beautiful illustrations, and inspiring case studies, this 

book will  help you to understand and appreciate the 

art of architecture.

In Living Architecture, Pasquale De Marco shares his 

insights  and  knowledge  on  a  wide  range  of  topics, 

including:

 The elements of design

 Architectural styles
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 Space planning

 Building materials

 Construction systems

 Green building

 Home technology

 Interior design

 Outdoor spaces

 Case studies of iconic buildings

With its comprehensive coverage and engaging writing 

style,  Living Architecture is  the perfect resource for 

anyone who wants to learn more about architecture. 

Whether you are looking to build your dream home, 

renovate your existing home, or simply expand your 

knowledge of this fascinating field, this book is a must-

read.

Living  Architecture is  a  valuable  resource  for 

architects, interior designers, contractors, students, and 

anyone else who is interested in the art of architecture. 

With  its  clear  and  concise  explanations,  beautiful 
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illustrations, and inspiring case studies, this book will 

help  you to  understand and appreciate  the  world  of 

architecture. 
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Chapter 1: Design Principles

Elements of Design

The elements of design are the basic building blocks of 

all  visual  art  and  design.  They  include  line,  shape, 

form, color, texture, and space. By understanding and 

using these elements effectively, architects can create 

spaces that are both functional and beautiful.

Line

Line is one of the most basic and versatile elements of 

design. It can be used to create a variety of effects, from 

simple  outlines  to  complex  patterns.  Lines  can  be 

straight,  curved,  thick,  or  thin.  They  can  be  used  to 

create a sense of movement, direction, and rhythm.

Shape

Shape is another important element of design. Shapes 

can  be  geometric,  organic,  or  abstract.  They  can  be 

used to create a variety of effects, from simple shapes 
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to complex compositions. Shapes can be used to create 

a sense of balance, contrast, and harmony.

Form

Form is the three-dimensional aspect of design. It is the 

shape of an object in three dimensions. Form can be 

used to create a variety of effects, from simple forms to 

complex  sculptures.  Forms  can  be  used  to  create  a 

sense of depth, volume, and mass.

Color

Color is one of the most powerful elements of design. It 

can be used to create a variety of effects, from simple 

color schemes to  complex color combinations.  Colors 

can be used to create a sense of mood, atmosphere, and 

emotion.

Texture

Texture is  the surface quality of  an object.  It  can be 

smooth, rough, bumpy, or soft. Texture can be used to 

create  a  variety  of  effects,  from  simple  textures  to 
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complex  patterns.  Textures  can  be  used  to  create  a 

sense of interest, contrast, and depth.

Space

Space is the area around and between objects. It can be 

used to create a variety of effects, from simple spaces to 

complex compositions. Space can be used to create a 

sense of balance, contrast, and harmony.

By  understanding  and  using  the  elements  of  design 

effectively,  architects  can create spaces that are both 

functional and beautiful. These elements can be used to 

create  a  variety  of  effects,  from  simple  designs  to 

complex  compositions.  By  using  these  elements  in  a 

creative  and  thoughtful  way,  architects  can  create 

spaces that are both visually appealing and functional.
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Chapter 1: Design Principles

Harmony and Balance

Harmony and balance are two of the most important 

principles of design. They are what make a space feel 

cohesive and inviting.  When elements in a space are 

harmonious,  they work together to  create a  sense of 

unity and order. When elements are balanced, they are 

arranged  in  a  way  that  creates  visual  stability  and 

equilibrium.

There are many different ways to create harmony and 

balance in a space. One way is to use similar colors and 

materials. For example, a room with a blue and white 

color scheme will feel more harmonious than a room 

with a clashing mix of colors.  Another way to create 

harmony  is  to  use  similar  shapes  and  forms.  For 

example, a room with a lot of round shapes will feel 

more  harmonious  than  a  room  with  a  lot  of  sharp 

angles.

10



Balance  can  be  created  in  a  space  by  arranging 

elements  in  a  symmetrical  or  asymmetrical  way. 

Symmetrical balance is achieved when the elements on 

one side of a space mirror the elements on the other 

side.  Asymmetrical  balance  is  achieved  when  the 

elements on one side of a space are different from the 

elements on the other side, but still create a sense of 

visual equilibrium.

Harmony and balance are essential for creating a well-

designed space. By following these principles, you can 

create a space that is both beautiful and inviting.

Here are some tips for creating harmony and balance 

in your home:

 Use a limited color palette. Too many colors can 

create a sense of chaos and disharmony.

 Use similar shapes and forms. This will help to 

create a sense of unity and order.
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 Balance the elements in your space. This can be 

done  by  arranging  them  symmetrically  or 

asymmetrically.

 Use  furniture  and  accessories  to  create  focal 

points. This will help to draw the eye to certain 

areas of the room and create a sense of interest.

 Pay attention to the details. The small details can 

make a big difference in the overall look and feel 

of a space.

By following these tips, you can create a home that is 

both beautiful and inviting.
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Chapter 1: Design Principles

Proportion and Scale

Proportion  and  scale  are  two of  the  most  important 

elements  of  design.  They  refer  to  the  size  and 

relationship of the different elements of a design. Good 

proportion and scale  can create  a  sense of  harmony 

and balance, while poor proportion and scale can make 

a design look cluttered and chaotic.

There  are  a  few  basic  principles  of  proportion  and 

scale  that  can  help  you  to  create  more  visually 

appealing designs. First, it is important to consider the 

overall size of your design. The size of your design will 

determine the size of the individual elements within it. 

For example, if you are designing a website, you will 

need to consider the size of the overall website, as well 

as  the  size  of  the  individual  pages,  sections,  and 

elements within those pages.
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Second,  it  is  important  to  consider  the  relationship 

between the different elements of your design. The size 

of each element should be in proportion to the size of 

the other elements. For example, if you are designing a 

poster,  the  headline  should  be  larger  than  the  body 

copy. The body copy should be larger than the captions. 

And the captions should be larger than the footnotes.

Finally,  it  is  important  to  consider  the  scale  of  your 

design.  The  scale  of  your  design  refers  to  the 

relationship between the size of the design and the size 

of  the  viewer.  For  example,  if  you  are  designing  a 

billboard,  you  will  need  to  consider  the  size  of  the 

billboard in relation to the size of the people who will 

be viewing it.

Proportion  and  scale  are  two of  the  most  important 

elements  of  design.  By  following  a  few  simple 

principles,  you  can  create  more  visually  appealing 

designs that are both harmonious and balanced.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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