Peacemaking in the Aftermath of

Devastation

Introduction

The scars of the Bosnian War still run deep, etched into
the landscape and the hearts of its people. The conflict,
which raged from 1992 to 1995, left the country
shattered, both physically and emotionally. Yet, in the
aftermath of the devastation, a remarkable project of
political engineering was undertaken, an ambitious
attempt to transform a war-torn territory into a

multiethnic, democratic, and economically viable state.

Six years after the Dayton Peace Accords, which
brought an end to the bloodshed, the future of Bosnia
and Herzegovina remains uncertain. The international
community has invested heavily in the country,

pouring in personnel and resources to help rebuild its



institutions, economy, and civil society. But despite
these efforts, the country continues to face numerous
challenges, from ethnic divisions and political
instability to economic stagnation and widespread

corruption.

In this book, we take a hard look at the issues that
Bosnia and Herzegovina continues to face, examining
the successes and failures of the international
community's intervention. We juxtapose big-picture
analysis with an intimate knowledge of the region,
situating the international community's efforts within
the context of Bosnia's complex historical legacy of

coexistence and conflict.

We tell the gripping story of the divided city of Mostar,
a microcosm of the challenges facing the country as a
whole. We analyze the institutional structure and
process of Dayton Bosnia, examining how the peace
accords have shaped the country's political and

economic development. We dissect the making of the



Dayton peace accords through American-led coercive
diplomacy, providing a critical perspective on the role

of external powers in shaping Bosnia's destiny.

Ultimately, we offer a constructive critique of
international peace-building, drawing lessons from the
Bosnian experience that can be applied to other
conflict-ridden regions around the world. This book is a
fascinating study of democratization in a divided
society, a timely examination of the challenges of
peacemaking in the aftermath of devastation. It is
essential reading for anyone interested in the future of
Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Balkans, and the role of

the international community in conflict resolution.



Book Description

In the aftermath of the Bosnian War, the international
community embarked on an ambitious project of
political engineering, aiming to transform a war-torn
territory into a multiethnic, democratic, and
economically viable state. This book takes a hard look
at the issues that Bosnia and Herzegovina continues to
face, examining the successes and failures of the

international community's intervention.

Drawing on extensive field experience, the author
provides a nuanced analysis of the challenges
confronting Bosnia and Herzegovina, juxtaposing big-
picture analysis with an intimate knowledge of the
region. The book situates the international
community's efforts within the context of Bosnia's
complex historical legacy of coexistence and conflict,
offering a deeper understanding of the country's

current predicament.



Through the gripping story of the divided city of
Mostar, the book illustrates the challenges of
reconciliation and rebuilding in a society deeply
scarred by war. It examines the institutional structure
and process of Dayton Bosnia, analyzing how the peace
accords have shaped the country's political and
economic development. The book also dissects the
making of the Dayton peace accords through American-
led coercive diplomacy, providing a critical perspective
on the role of external powers in shaping Bosnia's

destiny.

Ultimately, the book offers a constructive critique of
international peace-building, drawing lessons from the
Bosnian experience that can be applied to other
conflict-ridden regions around the world. It is a timely
examination of the challenges of peacemaking in the
aftermath of devastation, essential reading for anyone
interested in the future of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the
Balkans, and the role of the international community in

conflict resolution.



Chapter 1: The Legacy of Conflict and

Devastation

1. The Yugoslav Wars: A Historical Overview

The Yugoslav Wars of the 1990s were a series of bloody
conflicts that tore apart the Socialist Federal Republic
of Yugoslavia, a country that had been created after
World War I from the remnants of the Austro-
Hungarian Empire. The wars were fought between
various ethnic groups within Yugoslavia, including
Bosniaks, Croats, Serbs, and Albanians. The conflict was
fueled by a complex mix of historical, political, ethnic,

and religious factors.

The roots of the Yugoslav Wars can be traced back to
the Ottoman conquest of the Balkans in the 14th
century. The Ottomans ruled the region for over five
centuries, and their legacy of religious and ethnic
diversity left a lasting impact on the region. After the

Ottoman Empire collapsed in the early 20th century,
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Yugoslavia was created as a way to unite the various
ethnic groups of the Balkans into a single country.
However, tensions between the different ethnic groups
remained, and these tensions eventually boiled over

into conflict in the 1990s.

The immediate cause of the Yugoslav Wars was the
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe in 1989. This
led to the rise of nationalist movements in Yugoslavia,
and these movements began to demand independence
for their respective ethnic groups. The Yugoslav
government tried to suppress these movements, but it
was ultimately unsuccessful. In 1991, Slovenia and
Croatia declared independence from Yugoslavia, and

the Bosnian War began in 1992.

The Bosnian War was the most brutal of the Yugoslav
Wars. The conflict lasted for three years and claimed
the lives of over 100,000 people. The war was marked
by ethnic cleansing, mass rape, and other atrocities.

The war ended in 1995 with the signing of the Dayton



Peace Accords, which divided Bosnia and Herzegovina
into two entities: the Federation of Bosnia and

Herzegovina and the Republika Srpska.

The Yugoslav Wars had a devastating impact on the
region. The wars caused widespread death and
destruction, and they left a legacy of ethnic hatred and
mistrust. The wars also led to the displacement of
millions of people, and many of these people have

never been able to return to their homes.



Chapter 1: The Legacy of Conflict and

Devastation

2. The Dayton Peace Accords: Ending the War

but not the Conflict

The Dayton Peace Accords, signed in November 1995,
brought an end to the Bosnian War, but they did not
resolve the underlying ethnic and political tensions
that had fueled the conflict. The accords divided Bosnia
and Herzegovina into two semi-autonomous entities:
the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which is
predominantly Bosniak and Croat, and the Republika
Srpska, which is predominantly Serb. This division has
led to a deeply divided political system, with each
entity having its own government, parliament, and

police force.

The Dayton Accords also established a central
government for Bosnia and Herzegovina, but this
government is weak and dysfunctional. It is unable to
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effectively address the country's many problems,
including poverty, unemployment, corruption, and
organized crime. The international community has
been heavily involved in Bosnia and Herzegovina since
the end of the war, providing financial aid, technical
assistance, and peacekeeping troops. However, the
international community's efforts have been hampered
by the country's deep ethnic divisions and the lack of

political will among its leaders.

As a result, Bosnia and Herzegovina remains a deeply
divided and unstable country. The Dayton Peace
Accords failed to address the root causes of the conflict,
and they have created a political system that is
incapable of effectively governing the country. Bosnia
and Herzegovina is at a crossroads, and it is unclear
whether it will be able to overcome its divisions and

build a stable and prosperous future.
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The Legacy of the Bosnian War

The Bosnian War left a deep scar on the country. The
conflict resulted in the deaths of over 100,000 people
and the displacement of millions more. The war also
caused widespread destruction of infrastructure and
property. The legacy of the war continues to haunt
Bosnia and Herzegovina today. The country is still
struggling to come to terms with its past and to build a

future that is free from ethnic division and conflict.
The Dayton Peace Accords

The Dayton Peace Accords were a major diplomatic
achievement. They brought an end to the Bosnian War
and saved countless lives. However, the accords did not
resolve the underlying ethnic and political tensions
that had fueled the conflict. The accords divided Bosnia
and Herzegovina into two semi-autonomous entities,
which has led to a deeply divided political system. The

central government is weak and dysfunctional, and it is
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unable to effectively address the country's many

problems.

The Challenges of Peacebuilding in Bosnia and

Herzegovina

The international community has been heavily
involved in Bosnia and Herzegovina since the end of
the war. The international community has provided
financial aid, technical assistance, and peacekeeping
troops. However, the international community's efforts
have been hampered by the country's deep ethnic
divisions and the lack of political will among its
leaders. As a result, Bosnia and Herzegovina remains a

deeply divided and unstable country.
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Chapter 1: The Legacy of Conflict and

Devastation

3. The Challenges of Post-War Reconstruction

The Bosnian War left a trail of destruction and
devastation in its wake. The country's infrastructure
was in ruins, its economy shattered, and its social
fabric torn apart. The challenges of post-war
reconstruction were immense, and the international
community faced a daunting task in helping Bosnia and

Herzegovina rebuild.

One of the most pressing challenges was the need to
address the widespread physical destruction. The war
had left homes, schools, hospitals, and businesses in
ruins. The international community provided financial
assistance and technical expertise to help rebuild these
essential structures, but the process was slow and

costly.
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Another major challenge was the need to revive the
country's economy. The war had caused widespread
unemployment and poverty. The international
community provided financial aid to help jumpstart the
economy, but the country faced a number of obstacles
to sustainable growth, including a lack of investment,
high levels of corruption, and a weak business

environment.

The social fabric of Bosnia and Herzegovina was also
deeply damaged by the war. The conflict had left a
legacy of ethnic hatred and division. The international
community supported efforts to promote reconciliation
and rebuild trust between the country's different
ethnic groups. However, these efforts were often

hampered by political and ethnic tensions.

The challenges of post-war reconstruction in Bosnia
and Herzegovina were enormous. The international
community provided significant assistance, but the

country faced a long and difficult road to recovery.
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The legacy of the Bosnian War continues to cast a
shadow over the country today. The challenges of post-
war reconstruction are still evident, and the country
continues to struggle with ethnic divisions and political
instability. However, Bosnia and Herzegovina has also
made significant progress in recent years. The country
has achieved a degree of stability and economic
growth, and it is moving closer to its goal of joining the

European Union.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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