
Essential Law for American Citizens

Introduction

American law is a complex and ever-changing field, but 

it  is  also  a  fascinating  one.  This  book is  designed to 

provide  you  with  a  comprehensive  overview  of  the 

American legal system, from its origins to its current 

structure. It will help you understand the basics of law 

to make informed decisions.

The first chapter of this book will introduce you to the 

origins of American law. You'll also learn about various 

types  of  law,  including  criminal  law,  civil  law,  and 

constitutional law.

In  the  following  chapters,  we'll  explore  the  different 

branches of the American government and how they 

work together  to  create  and enforce laws.  We'll  also 

discuss  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of  American 
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citizens and the role of the courts in interpreting the 

law.

This book is intended for anyone interested in learning 

more about the American legal system. It is written in 

plain  English  and  it  does  not  require  any  prior 

knowledge of the law.

So whether you're a student, a business owner, or just a 

curious citizen, this book is for you.
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Book Description

Essential  Law  for  American  Citizens is  a 

comprehensive  guide  to  the  American  legal  system, 

written in plain English for the layperson.  This book 

covers everything from the origins of American law to 

its  current structure,  making it  an essential  resource 

for  anyone  who  wants  to  understand  the  laws  that 

govern their lives.

In  Essential Law for American Citizens, you'll learn 

about the different branches of government and how 

they work together to create and enforce laws. You'll 

also  learn  about  the  rights  and  responsibilities  of 

American  citizens,  and  the  role  of  the  courts  in 

interpreting the law.

This book is divided into ten chapters, each of which 

covers a different aspect of the American legal system. 

The chapters are:

Chapter 1: Origins of American Law
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Chapter 2: Structure of the American Government

Chapter 3: Civil Liberties

Chapter 4: Criminal Law

Chapter 5: Contracts

Chapter 6: Torts

Chapter 7: Property Law

Chapter 8: Family Law

Chapter 9: Business Law

Chapter 10: Legal Research

Each chapter is written by an expert in the field, and it 

provides a comprehensive overview of the topic.  The 

chapters  are  also  well-organized  and  easy  to  read, 

making them perfect  for anyone who wants to learn 

more about the American legal system.

Whether you're a student, a business owner, or just a 

curious citizen,  Essential Law for American Citizens 
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is  the  perfect  book for  you.  This  book will  help  you 

understand  the  basics  of  the  law,  so  you  can  make 

informed decisions about your life. 
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Chapter 1: Origins of American Law

English Common Law

English  common  law  is  a  system  of  law  that  was 

developed in England over many centuries. It is based 

on the decisions of judges in individual cases,  rather 

than on statutes passed by legislatures. Common law is 

also known as "case law" or "judge-made law."

The origins of English common law can be traced back 

to  the  Norman  Conquest  in  1066.  The  Normans 

introduced a new system of law to England that was 

based  on  the  laws  of  the  French  feudal  system. 

However,  the English common law also incorporated 

elements  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  legal  system  that  had 

existed in England before the Norman Conquest.

Over time, the English common law developed into a 

complex and sophisticated system of law. It was used to 

govern a wide range of issues, from property disputes 
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to criminal cases.  The common law was also used to 

create new legal principles to deal with new situations.

The English common law was brought to the American 

colonies in the 17th century. It became the basis of the 

legal  systems  of  the  United  States  and  many  other 

common law countries.

Today, the English common law continues to play an 

important role in the American legal system. It is used 

to interpret statutes and to create new legal principles. 

The  common  law  is  also  a  source  of  inspiration  for 

legal reformers.
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Chapter 1: Origins of American Law

Colonial Charters and Statutes

Colonial charters and statutes were the foundation of 

law in the American colonies. These documents were 

granted by the British Crown to individuals or groups 

of  individuals,  and  they  established  the  legal 

framework for the colonies. Colonial charters typically 

granted  the  colonists  the  right  to  self-government, 

subject to the authority of the British Crown. They also 

established  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  colonial 

government  and  set  forth  the  rights  and 

responsibilities of the colonists.

Colonial  statutes  were  laws  passed  by  the  colonial 

legislatures.  These  laws  covered  a  wide  range  of 

subjects, including criminal law, civil law, and property 

law.  Colonial  statutes  were  often  based  on  English 

common  law,  but  they  were  also  influenced  by  the 

unique circumstances of the colonies.
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Colonial charters and statutes played a vital role in the 

development of American law. They provided the legal 

framework  for  the  colonies  and  established  the 

principles  of  self-government  that  would  later  be 

enshrined in the U.S. Constitution.

Here are some examples  of  colonial  charters  and 

statutes:

 The Massachusetts Bay Colony Charter (1629)

 The Connecticut Colony Charter (1662)

 The Pennsylvania Charter of Privileges (1701)

 The Virginia Statute of Religious Freedom (1786)

 The Northwest Ordinance (1787)

These  documents  are  essential  to  understanding  the 

origins of American law. They provide a glimpse into 

the legal framework of the colonies and the principles 

that shaped the development of American law.
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Chapter 1: Origins of American Law

The Declaration of Independence

The  Declaration  of  Independence  is  one  of  the  most 

important  documents  in  American  history.  It  was 

adopted by the Continental  Congress on July 4,  1776, 

and  it  declared  the  thirteen  American  colonies' 

independence from Great Britain. It also outlined the 

basic  principles  of  the  American  government  and 

system of law.

The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  written  by 

Thomas  Jefferson  and  was  based  on  the  ideas  of 

natural law and the social contract. It asserted that all 

men are  created equal  and have certain unalienable 

rights,  including  the  right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the 

pursuit  of  happiness.  It  also stated that  governments 

are  instituted  to  protect  these  rights  and  that  they 

derive their power from the consent of the governed.
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The  Declaration  of  Independence  was  a  radical 

document  for  its  time.  It  challenged  the  traditional 

authority  of  the  British  monarchy  and  asserted  the 

right  of  the  people  to  govern  themselves.  It  also  set 

forth a vision for a new kind of government, one that 

would be based on the rule of law and the consent of 

the governed.

The Declaration of Independence has had a profound 

impact on American law and government. It has been 

cited as  authority  in  numerous Supreme Court  cases 

and has inspired countless laws and policies. It is also a 

source of inspiration for people around the world who 

are fighting for their freedom and independence.

The  Declaration  of  Independence  is  a  timeless 

document  that  continues  to  inspire  and  guide 

Americans today. It is a reminder of the principles of 

self-governance  and  the  importance  of  individual 

rights. It is also a reminder of the power of words to 

change the world.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three 
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Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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