
The  Burning  of  the  Valleys:  A 

Revolutionary Raid

Introduction

In the annals of the American Revolution, the Burning 

of  the  Valleys  stands  as  a  pivotal  and  devastating 

campaign. Launched in the fall of 1780, this British-led 

expedition aimed to cripple the American war effort by 

targeting  the  Mohawk  Valley,  the  breadbasket  of 

General George Washington's Continental Army.

Led by the cunning General Frederick Haldimand, the 

British  force  consisted  of  a  formidable  alliance  of 

Loyalist  Provincials,  Native  American  warriors,  and 

British regulars.  Their mission was to destroy Patriot 

settlements, disrupt supply lines, and crush the morale 

of the American people.
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The  campaign  unfolded  with  ruthless  efficiency. 

Loyalist  and Native  American raiders  swept  through 

the  Mohawk  Valley,  burning  farms,  killing  livestock, 

and taking prisoners. The British regulars laid siege to 

Fort Stanwix, a key American stronghold, and captured 

it after a bloody battle.

The Burning of the Valleys had a profound impact on 

the course of the war. It weakened the American war 

effort, boosted British morale, and drove thousands of 

Patriot families from their homes. The campaign also 

exposed the vulnerability of the American frontier and 

the  challenges  faced  by  the  Continental  Army  in 

defending such a vast and unforgiving territory.

Despite the devastation it wrought, the Burning of the 

Valleys  ultimately  failed  to  achieve  its  primary 

objective  of  crushing  the  American  Revolution.  The 

Patriot  cause  remained  strong,  and  the  Continental 

Army eventually prevailed. However, the campaign left 
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an enduring legacy of bitterness and division, and its 

effects can still be felt today.

This  book  tells  the  full  story  of  the  Burning  of  the 

Valleys,  from its origins to its  aftermath. It  examines 

the strategies and tactics employed by both sides, the 

experiences of the soldiers and civilians involved, and 

the long-term impact of the campaign on the course of 

American history.
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Book Description

The Burning  of  the  Valleys:  A  Revolutionary  Raid 

tells  the  full  story  of  the  Burning  of  the  Valleys,  a 

pivotal  and  devastating  campaign  in  the  American 

Revolution.

In  the  fall  of  1780,  British  General  Frederick 

Haldimand  launched  a  brutal  campaign  into  the 

Mohawk  Valley,  the  breadbasket  of  General  George 

Washington's Continental Army. Led by a formidable 

alliance  of  Loyalist  Provincials,  Native  American 

warriors,  and  British  regulars,  the  British  aimed  to 

cripple the American war effort by destroying Patriot 

settlements,  disrupting  supply  lines,  and  crushing 

morale.

The  Burning  of  the  Valleys  unfolded  with  ruthless 

efficiency. Loyalist and Native American raiders swept 

through  the  Mohawk  Valley,  burning  farms,  killing 

livestock,  and  taking  prisoners.  The  British  regulars 
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laid siege to Fort Stanwix, a key American stronghold, 

and captured it after a bloody battle.

The campaign had a profound impact on the course of 

the war. It weakened the American war effort, boosted 

British morale, and drove thousands of Patriot families 

from  their  homes.  The  Burning  of  the  Valleys  also 

exposed the vulnerability of the American frontier and 

the  challenges  faced  by  the  Continental  Army  in 

defending such a vast and unforgiving territory.

Despite the devastation it wrought, the Burning of the 

Valleys  ultimately  failed  to  achieve  its  primary 

objective  of  crushing  the  American  Revolution.  The 

Patriot  cause  remained  strong,  and  the  Continental 

Army eventually prevailed. However, the campaign left 

an enduring legacy of bitterness and division, and its 

effects can still be felt today.

The Burning  of  the  Valleys:  A  Revolutionary  Raid 

examines the strategies and tactics employed by both 

sides,  the  experiences  of  the  soldiers  and  civilians 
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involved, and the long-term impact of the campaign on 

the course of  American history.  This book is  a must-

read for anyone interested in the American Revolution, 

frontier warfare, or the history of New York State. 
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of the Raid

The  Strategic  Importance  of  the  Mohawk 

Valley

The Mohawk Valley was a vital strategic region during 

the American Revolution. Located in present-day New 

York  State,  the  valley  was  a  major  transportation 

corridor between the British stronghold of Canada and 

the  American  colonies.  It  was  also  home  to  a  large 

population  of  Loyalists,  who  remained  loyal  to  the 

British Crown.

For the British, the Mohawk Valley offered a number of 

strategic advantages. First, it provided a secure route of 

invasion into the American colonies. Second, the valley 

was a major source of food and supplies for the British 

army. Third, the Mohawk Valley was home to a large 

population  of  Native  Americans,  who  were  valuable 

allies for the British.
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For  the  Americans,  the  Mohawk  Valley  was  equally 

important. The valley was a major source of food and 

supplies  for  the Continental  Army.  It  was  also  a  key 

defensive position, protecting the American heartland 

from British invasion.

The British recognized the strategic importance of the 

Mohawk Valley early in the war. In 1777, they launched 

a  campaign  to  capture  the  valley,  but  they  were 

defeated by  the  Americans  at  the  Battle  of  Saratoga. 

However, the British remained determined to control 

the valley, and in 1780 they launched a new campaign, 

which culminated in the Burning of the Valleys.

The Burning of the Valleys was a devastating blow to 

the  American  war  effort.  The  British  succeeded  in 

destroying much of the food and supplies in the valley, 

and  they  also  killed  or  captured  a  large  number  of 

American  soldiers  and  civilians.  The  campaign  also 

drove thousands of Patriot families from their homes, 
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creating a wave of refugees that further weakened the 

American cause.

The Burning of the Valleys had a profound impact on 

the course of the war. It weakened the American war 

effort, boosted British morale, and drove thousands of 

Patriot families from their homes. The campaign also 

exposed the vulnerability of the American frontier and 

the  challenges  faced  by  the  Continental  Army  in 

defending such a vast and unforgiving territory.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of the Raid

The British Plan of Attack

The British plan of attack for the Burning of the Valleys 

was meticulously crafted to exploit the weaknesses of 

the  American  defenses  and  maximize  the  impact  of 

their  own  forces.  The  campaign  was  conceived  by 

General Frederick Haldimand, the British commander-

in-chief  in  North  America,  and  executed  by  a 

formidable  alliance  of  British  regulars,  Loyalist 

Provincials, and Native American warriors.

Haldimand's  strategy  was  to  launch  a  two-pronged 

attack  on  the  Mohawk  Valley,  the  breadbasket  of 

General  George  Washington's  Continental  Army.  One 

force,  led  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  John  Butler,  would 

advance from Fort Niagara and strike at the northern 

settlements of the Mohawk Valley. The other force, led 

by Lieutenant Colonel Barry St. Leger, would advance 

from Oswego and attack the southern settlements.
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The British plan relied heavily on the support of Native 

American warriors, who were intimately familiar with 

the terrain and skilled in guerrilla warfare. Haldimand 

enlisted the aid of Joseph Brant, a Mohawk war chief 

who had remained loyal  to  the British Crown.  Brant 

and  his  followers  played  a  crucial  role  in  scouting, 

raiding, and terrorizing the American settlements.

The  British  also  took  advantage  of  the  fact  that  the 

American defenses in the Mohawk Valley were thinly 

stretched and poorly supplied.  The Continental  Army 

was  preoccupied  with  fighting  the  British  in  other 

theaters  of  the  war,  and  the  local  militia  was  ill-

equipped and inexperienced.

Haldimand's plan was audacious and ambitious, but it 

was also risky. The British forces would be operating 

far  from  their  bases  of  support  and  would  be 

vulnerable  to  attack  by  American  reinforcements. 

However,  Haldimand  believed  that  the  potential 

rewards of the campaign outweighed the risks.
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If successful, the Burning of the Valleys would cripple 

the  American  war  effort,  boost  British  morale,  and 

drive thousands of Patriot families from their homes. It 

would  also  demonstrate  the  British  commitment  to 

supporting their Loyalist allies and to punishing those 

who had rebelled against the Crown.
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Chapter 1: The Genesis of the Raid

The Role of Native American Allies

The Burning of the Valleys campaign relied heavily on 

the support of Native American allies, particularly the 

Iroquois  Confederacy.  The  Iroquois  had  long  been 

divided  in  their  loyalties  during  the  American 

Revolution, with some tribes siding with the British and 

others  with  the  Americans.  However,  by  1780,  the 

majority  of  the  Iroquois  had  come  to  support  the 

British cause.

There were several reasons for this shift in allegiance. 

First,  the  Iroquois  were  angered  by  the  American 

invasion of their territory in 1779, which had resulted 

in  the destruction of  several  Iroquois  towns and the 

deaths of many Iroquois warriors. Second, the British 

promised  the  Iroquois  land  and  other  concessions  if 

they fought on their side. Third, the Iroquois believed 
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that  the  British  were  more  likely  to  respect  their 

sovereignty and autonomy than the Americans.

The Iroquois played a vital role in the Burning of the 

Valleys  campaign.  They served as  scouts  and guides, 

raided American settlements, and fought alongside the 

British regulars in battle. Their knowledge of the land 

and their skills as warriors made them invaluable allies 

to the British.

One of the most prominent Iroquois leaders during the 

Burning of the Valleys campaign was Joseph Brant, a 

Mohawk  war  chief.  Brant  was  a  skilled  military 

strategist  and a  charismatic  leader.  He  played a  key 

role in planning and executing the campaign, and his 

warriors were among the most feared and effective in 

the British army.

The  Iroquois  Confederacy  was  not  the  only  Native 

American  group  to  support  the  British  during  the 

Burning of the Valleys campaign. Other tribes, such as 

the  Seneca,  Cayuga,  Oneida,  and  Tuscarora,  also 
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provided  warriors  and supplies  to  the  British.  These 

Native American allies played a significant role in the 

success of the campaign, and their support helped to 

ensure the destruction of the Mohawk Valley.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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