Eagle Eyes Over Iran

Introduction

Iran is a land of contrasts. It is a country with a rich
history and culture, but it is also a country that has
been plagued by conflict and instability in recent

decades.

In this book, we will explore the complex and
fascinating world of Iran. We will learn about its
history, its people, its culture, and its politics. We will
also examine the challenges that Iran faces today, and

we will look at the country's future prospects.

Iran is a country with a long and proud history. The
Persian Empire was one of the most powerful empires
in the ancient world, and it ruled over a vast territory
that stretched from Central Asia to North Africa. The

Persians were a sophisticated people who made



significant contributions to art, architecture, science,

and mathematics.

After the fall of the Persian Empire, Iran was ruled by a
succession of different dynasties. In the 16th century,
the Safavid dynasty established a powerful Shia
Muslim state in Iran. The Safavids were patrons of the
arts and sciences, and they helped to make Iran a

center of Islamic culture.

In the 18th century, the Qajar dynasty came to power
in Iran. The Qajars were a relatively weak dynasty, and
Iran lost significant territory to Russia and the Ottoman
Empire during their rule. In the 19th century, Iran

became a semi-colony of Great Britain and Russia.

In 1925, Reza Shah Pahlavi founded the Pahlavi
dynasty. Reza Shah was a modernizer who introduced
a number of reforms in Iran. He also established a
strong central government and expanded the country's

military.



Reza Shah's son, Mohammad Reza Shah Pahlavi,
succeeded him in 1941. Mohammad Reza Shah
continued his father's modernization program, but he
also faced growing opposition from both the left and
the right. In 1979, the Iranian Revolution overthrew the
Pahlavi dynasty and established the Islamic Republic of

Iran.

The Islamic Republic of Iran is a theocratic state ruled
by a Supreme Leader. The Supreme Leader is both the
head of state and the head of government. The Islamic
Republic has been a controversial regime, and it has
been accused of human rights abuses and of

supporting terrorism.

In recent years, Iran has faced a number of challenges,
including economic sanctions, political unrest, and the
threat of war with the United States. Despite these
challenges, Iran remains a proud and independent

nation. It is a country with a rich history and culture,



and it is a country that is playing an increasingly

important role in the world today.

Eagle Eyes Over Iran Introduction



Book Description

Eagle Eyes Over Iran provides a comprehensive
overview of Iran, a country with a rich history and
culture that has played a significant role in world

affairs for centuries.

In this book, Pasquale De Marco explores the complex
and fascinating world of Iran. Pasquale De Marco
examines Iran's history, from the ancient Persian
Empire to the present day. Pasquale De Marco also

discusses Iran's people, culture, politics, and economy.

Eagle Eyes Over Iran is an essential resource for
anyone who wants to learn more about Iran. It is a
well-written and informative book that provides a

balanced and objective view of this important country.

Eagle Eyes Over Iran covers a wide range of topics,

including:

e Iran's history, from the ancient Persian Empire

to the present day



e Iran's people, culture, and society

e Iran's politics and government

e Iran's economy and natural resources
e Iran's foreign relations

e Iran'srole in the Middle East

Eagle Eyes Over Iran is a valuable resource for
students, scholars, businesspeople, and anyone else
who is interested in Iran. It is a comprehensive and up-
to-date book that provides a wealth of information

about this important country.
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Chapter 1: The Land of the Lion and the

Sun

Iran's ancient history

Iran has a long and rich history, dating back to the
ancient Persian Empire. The Persians were one of the
most powerful empires in the world, and they ruled
over a vast territory that stretched from Central Asia to
North Africa. The Persians were a sophisticated people
who made significant contributions to art, architecture,

science, and mathematics.

One of the most famous Persian rulers was Cyrus the
Great. Cyrus founded the Achaemenid Empire in 550
BC, and he quickly conquered a vast territory. Cyrus
was a tolerant ruler who allowed his subjects to
practice their own religions and customs. He also built
a network of roads and canals that helped to connect

the different parts of his empire.



The Achaemenid Empire reached its height under
Darius the Great. Darius extended the empire's borders
to the east and west, and he also built a magnificent
palace at Persepolis. Persepolis was one of the most
beautiful cities in the ancient world, and it was

decorated with elaborate reliefs and sculptures.

The Achaemenid Empire eventually fell to Alexander
the Great in 330 BC. Alexander destroyed Persepolis
and looted its treasures. However, the legacy of the
Persian Empire continued to live on. The Persians'
ideas about government, law, and science influenced

the development of Western civilization.

After the fall of the Achaemenid Empire, Iran was ruled
by a succession of different dynasties. The most
important of these dynasties were the Parthians, the
Sassanids, and the Safavids. The Parthians ruled Iran
from 250 BC to 224 AD. They were a nomadic people

who were skilled in horsemanship and archery. The



Parthians were also known for their tolerance of

different religions.

The Sassanids ruled Iran from 224 AD to 651 AD. They
were a powerful dynasty that expanded the empire's
borders and revived the Persian language and culture.
The Sassanids were also patrons of the arts and
sciences, and they built many beautiful palaces and

temples.

The Safavids ruled Iran from 1501 to 1736. They were a
Shia Muslim dynasty that established a powerful
centralized state. The Safavids were also patrons of the
arts and sciences, and they built many beautiful

mosques and libraries.

Iran's ancient history is a rich and complex one. The
Persians were a sophisticated people who made
significant contributions to world civilization. The

legacy of the Persian Empire continues to live on today.



Chapter 1: The Land of the Lion and the

Sun

The Persian Empire

The Persian Empire was one of the largest and most
powerful empires in the ancient world. It was founded
by Cyrus the Great in 550 BC, and at its height, it
stretched from the Indus River in the east to the

Mediterranean Sea in the west.

The Persians were a sophisticated people who made
significant contributions to art, architecture, science,
and mathematics. @They were also skilled
administrators, and they developed a system of
government that was based on a centralized

bureaucracy.

One of the most important achievements of the Persian
Empire was the development of the Achaemenid road
system. This network of roads connected the major

cities of the empire, and it made it possible for the
10



Persians to move troops and supplies quickly and

efficiently.

The Persian Empire was also a major center of trade.
The Persians controlled the Silk Road, which was a
network of trade routes that connected China with the
Middle East and Europe. The Persians also traded with

India, Africa, and the Mediterranean region.

The Persian Empire reached its height under Darius the
Great, who ruled from 522 to 486 BC. Darius was a
great conqueror, and he expanded the empire to its
greatest extent. He also introduced a number of
reforms, including a new system of taxation and a new

system of weights and measures.

The Persian Empire began to decline after the death of
Darius the Great. The empire was weakened by a series
of wars with the Greeks, and it was eventually

conquered by Alexander the Great in 330 BC.
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Despite its decline, the Persian Empire had a profound
impact on the world. The Persians' contributions to art,
architecture, science, and mathematics continue to be
admired today. The Persian Empire also played a major
role in the development of trade and commerce in the

ancient world.
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Chapter 1: The Land of the Lion and the

Sun

The Islamic conquest

The Islamic conquest of Iran was a major turning point
in the history of the country. Prior to the conquest, Iran
was a Zoroastrian empire. However, after the conquest,
Iran became a Muslim country. The Islamic conquest
had a profound impact on Iranian culture, society, and

politics.

The Islamic conquest of Iran began in the 7th century
AD. The Arabs, who were newly united under the
banner of Islam, were expanding their empire rapidly.
In 637 AD, the Arabs invaded Iran and defeated the
Sassanid Empire. The Sassanid Empire was the last pre-

Islamic empire of Iran.

After the defeat of the Sassanid Empire, Iran was ruled
by a series of Arab caliphates. The caliphates were

based in Damascus and Baghdad. The caliphates ruled
13



Iran for over two centuries. During this time, Iran was

gradually Islamized.

In the 9th century AD, the Abbasid Caliphate began to
decline. This decline led to the rise of a number of
independent Iranian dynasties. The most important of
these dynasties was the Samanid dynasty. The

Samanids ruled Iran from 875 to 999 AD.

The Samanids were patrons of Persian culture. They
encouraged the development of Persian literature and
art. The Samanids also founded the city of Bukhara,

which became a major center of Islamic culture.

In the 10th century AD, the Ghaznavid dynasty
replaced the Samanids. The Ghaznavids were a Turkic
dynasty that ruled Iran from 977 to 1186 AD. The
Ghaznavids were also patrons of Persian culture. They
expanded the Persian Empire into Central Asia and

India.
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In the 12th century AD, the Seljuk Turks invaded Iran.
The Seljuks were a nomadic people who had converted
to Islam. The Seljuks established a powerful empire

that ruled over Iran, Central Asia, and Anatolia.

The Seljuks were also patrons of Persian culture. They
founded the city of Isfahan, which became a major
center of Islamic culture. The Seljuks also encouraged

the development of Persian literature and art.

In the 13th century AD, the Mongols invaded Iran. The
Mongols were a nomadic people from Central Asia. The
Mongols conquered Iran and established the Ilkhanate
dynasty. The Ilkhanate dynasty ruled Iran from 1256 to
1335 AD.

The Mongols were not patrons of Persian culture. They
destroyed many Persian cities and libraries. The

Mongols also forced many Persians to convert to Islam.

In the 14th century AD, the Timurids invaded Iran. The

Timurids were a Turkic dynasty that ruled over Iran,
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Central Asia, and India. The Timurids were patrons of
Persian culture. They founded the city of Samarkand,

which became a major center of Islamic culture.

The Timurids also encouraged the development of
Persian literature and art. In the 15th century AD, the
Safavid dynasty replaced the Timurids. The Safavids
were a Shia Muslim dynasty that ruled Iran from 1501

to 1736 AD.

The Safavids were patrons of Persian culture. They
encouraged the development of Persian literature and
art. The Safavids also made Shia Islam the official

religion of Iran.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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This extract presents the opening three

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and
50 sections by purchasing the book,

now available in various formats.
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