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Downs of the Rail Splitter

Introduction

Abraham Lincoln’s status as one of the most important 

figures in American history is secure. His face adorns 

everything from the penny to  Mount Rushmore,  and 

countless schools, streets, and towns bear his name. For 

more than a century after his death, Lincoln has served 

as an inspiration for Americans from all walks of life. 

His words and deeds have been invoked by presidents, 

politicians,  and  activists,  and  his  image  has  been 

immortalized in art, literature, and film.

Yet,  Lincoln’s  journey to  greatness  was  anything  but 

smooth.  In  fact,  his  political  career  was  marked  by 

setbacks  and  disappointments.  As  a  young  man,  he 

failed in business and lost several elections. Even after 
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he  was  elected  president,  he  faced  fierce  opposition 

from both sides of the Civil War.

Despite these challenges, Lincoln persevered. He slowly 

rose through the ranks of the Republican Party, and he 

eventually won the presidency in 1860. When the Civil 

War broke out, Lincoln took decisive action to preserve 

the  Union.  He  led  the  country  through  four  bloody 

years of conflict, and he ultimately emerged victorious.

Lincoln’s legacy is complex and multifaceted. He was a 

brilliant politician, a gifted orator, and a compassionate 

leader. He was also a flawed human being, who made 

mistakes  and  struggled  with  personal  demons.  But 

despite  his  flaws,  Lincoln’s  achievements  were 

undeniable. He saved the Union, he ended slavery, and 

he helped to create a more just and equitable society.

In this book, we will explore Lincoln’s life and legacy. 

We will examine his political career, his personal life, 

and  his  impact  on  American  history.  We  will  also 

consider Lincoln’s legacy in the 21st century. Is he still 
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a relevant figure for today’s Americans? What can we 

learn from his example?

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  questions  that  we  will 

explore in this book. We invite you to join us on this 

journey as we discover the life and legacy of Abraham 

Lincoln.
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Book Description

Honest Abe's Image: The Ups and Downs of the Rail 

Splitter is a comprehensive examination of Abraham 

Lincoln's  life  and  legacy.  Drawing  on  a  wealth  of 

primary  sources,  this  book  reveals  the  complex  and 

multifaceted  nature  of  one  of  America's  most  iconic 

figures.

Lincoln's  journey  to  greatness  was  anything  but 

smooth. As a young man, he failed in business and lost 

several elections. Even after he was elected president, 

he faced fierce opposition from both sides of the Civil 

War. Yet, despite these challenges, Lincoln persevered. 

He  slowly  rose  through the  ranks  of  the  Republican 

Party, and he eventually won the presidency in 1860.

When the Civil  War broke out,  Lincoln took decisive 

action  to  preserve  the  Union.  He  led  the  country 

through four bloody years of conflict, and he ultimately 

emerged  victorious.  Lincoln's  leadership  during  the 
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Civil  War  was  marked  by  both  brilliance  and 

pragmatism. He was able to keep the Union together, 

and he ultimately defeated the Confederacy. However, 

he was also willing to compromise on some issues in 

order to achieve his goals.

Lincoln's legacy is complex and multifaceted. He was a 

brilliant politician, a gifted orator, and a compassionate 

leader. He was also a flawed human being, who made 

mistakes  and  struggled  with  personal  demons.  But 

despite  his  flaws,  Lincoln's  achievements  were 

undeniable. He saved the Union, he ended slavery, and 

he helped to create a more just and equitable society.

In this book, we will explore Lincoln's life and legacy in 

depth.  We  will  examine  his  political  career,  his 

personal life, and his impact on American history. We 

will also consider Lincoln's legacy in the 21st century. 

Is he still a relevant figure for today's Americans? What 

can we learn from his example?
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Honest Abe's Image: The Ups and Downs of the Rail 

Splitter is an essential read for anyone who wants to 

understand  the  life  and  legacy  of  one  of  America's 

greatest presidents. 
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Chapter 1: The Man from Illinois

1. Lincoln's Early Life and Political Rise

Abraham Lincoln was born on February 12, 1809, in a 

one-room  log  cabin  in  Hodgenville,  Kentucky.  His 

parents,  Thomas  and  Nancy  Lincoln,  were  poor 

farmers, but they instilled in their son a strong work 

ethic and a desire for knowledge. Despite having only a 

limited  formal  education,  Lincoln  was  a  voracious 

reader and taught himself law.

In 1834, Lincoln moved to Illinois, where he began his 

political career. He served in the Illinois legislature and 

the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  In  1860,  he  was 

elected president of the United States.

Lincoln faced many challenges during his presidency, 

including the Civil War. He led the Union to victory in 

the  war  and  issued  the  Emancipation  Proclamation, 

which  freed  slaves  in  Confederate-held  territory. 
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Lincoln  was  assassinated  by  John  Wilkes  Booth  on 

April 14, 1865.

Lincoln  was  a  complex  and  controversial  figure.  He 

was  a  brilliant  politician,  a  skilled  orator,  and  a 

compassionate leader. But he was also flawed, and he 

made  some  mistakes  during  his  presidency. 

Nonetheless, Lincoln is considered one of the greatest 

presidents in American history. He saved the Union, he 

ended slavery, and he helped to create a more just and 

equitable society.
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Chapter 1: The Man from Illinois

2. The Crisis of Slavery

Over  the  course  of  the  1850s,  the  issue  of  slavery 

became  increasingly  divisive  in  the  United  States. 

Northern  states  had  largely  abolished  slavery,  while 

Southern states relied heavily on slave labor to sustain 

their  plantation  economies.  The  debate  over  slavery 

spilled into politics, leading to the formation of the anti-

slavery Republican Party in 1854.

Abraham Lincoln, a rising star in the Republican Party, 

emerged  as  a  leading  voice  in  the  anti-slavery 

movement.  In  a  famous  speech  delivered  in  1858, 

Lincoln  argued  that  the  United  States  could  not 

continue to exist "half slave and half free." He called for 

a  gradual  end  to  slavery,  arguing  that  it  was  both 

morally wrong and economically unsustainable.

Lincoln's  views  on  slavery  were  not  universally 

popular,  even  in  the  North.  Many  Northerners  were 
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willing to tolerate slavery in the South, so long as it did 

not  spread  to  new  territories.  However,  Lincoln 

believed  that  slavery  was  a  threat  to  the  very 

foundations  of  the  republic.  He  argued  that  it  was 

impossible to maintain a free society while at the same 

time allowing the existence of slavery.

The  debate  over  slavery  reached  a  boiling  point  in 

1860,  when  Lincoln  was  elected  president.  Southern 

states,  fearing  that  Lincoln  would  abolish  slavery, 

began to secede from the Union.  The secession crisis 

led to the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861.

The  Civil  War  was  a  long  and  bloody  conflict,  but 

Lincoln never wavered in his  commitment to ending 

slavery.  In  1863,  he  issued  the  Emancipation 

Proclamation,  which  freed  all  slaves  in  Confederate-

held territory.  The Emancipation Proclamation was a 

major turning point in the war, and it helped to ensure 

that the United States would emerge from the conflict 

as a free nation.
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Lincoln's legacy is complex and multifaceted. He was a 

brilliant politician, a gifted orator, and a compassionate 

leader. He was also a flawed human being, who made 

mistakes  and  struggled  with  personal  demons.  But 

despite  his  flaws,  Lincoln's  achievements  were 

undeniable. He saved the Union, he ended slavery, and 

he helped to create a more just and equitable society.
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Chapter 1: The Man from Illinois

3. Lincoln's Election to the Presidency

Abraham Lincoln's election to the presidency in 1860 

was  a  pivotal  moment  in  American  history.  The 

country was on the brink of  civil  war,  and Lincoln's 

election  was  seen  as  a  mandate  for  preserving  the 

Union.

Lincoln  was  not  the  favorite  to  win  the  Republican 

nomination  in  1860.  He  was  a  relatively  unknown 

politician from Illinois, and he faced competition from 

several  more  experienced  candidates.  However, 

Lincoln's  supporters  were  able  to  convince  the 

delegates that he was the best man to lead the party.

Lincoln's victory in the Republican convention was a 

major  upset.  He  was  not  the  first  choice  of  many 

delegates, but he was able to secure the nomination on 

the third ballot. Lincoln's victory was due in part to his 

reputation as a moderate Republican. He was seen as 
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someone who could appeal to both the North and the 

South.

Lincoln's  election  was  a  major  victory  for  the 

Republican Party.  It  was the first time that the party 

had  won  the  presidency,  and  it  gave  the  party  a 

mandate to address the issue of slavery.

Lincoln's election was also a major turning point in the 

history of the United States. It marked the beginning of 

the Civil War, and it set the stage for the abolition of 

slavery.

Lincoln's election was a victory for democracy. He was 

the first president to be elected from a state west of the 

Mississippi River, and he was the first president to be 

born  in  a  log  cabin.  Lincoln's  election  showed  that 

anyone can achieve success in America, regardless of 

their background.
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This extract presents the opening three 

sections of the first chapter.

Discover the complete 10 chapters and 

50  sections  by  purchasing  the  book, 

now available in various formats.
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